MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL

— e ———————— —

WEDNESDAY 22nd OCTOBER 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir C Carne, Clir Fawcitt, Clir Lillie, Clir G Parker (Chair) and Clir L Dymock attended remotely.

Members of the Public present:
Mrs J Chandler and Mr G Turner.

1.

oo

PUBLIC MEETING

Mr Turner raised concerns regarding electric scooters speeding in the village. A member of the public
had been hit by one of them. Mr Turner also reported a large pothole just past the entrance to the
Elderwood estate on the Crick Road.

A resident had offered a field for use as parking for the laser display event. The event is for residents
within the Portskewett council area and is therefore advertised with no parking available, so it was
agreed that the offer would not be taken up.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Nurcombe who was on holiday, ClIr Holley and Clir Hooper.
No requests had been made for apologies to be approved.

It was noted that Clir Wilsher had been absent for six months and had not requested the absence be
approved, therefore in accordance with statute Clir Wilsher is automatically removed from the council.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Carne proposed that the minutes of the September meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by ClIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK'’S REPORT
In addition to the report circulated the following updates were given:

Harold's Field Gates - Clir Parker confirmed Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) had not yet
completed the work.

Sudbrook Camp - awaiting quote from architect, so grant application not yet submitted.

Climbing Track — Information had been circulated to members for consideration. It was agreed that
Residents’ support for the proposal should be explored.

Councillor Vacancy Sudbrook Ward — Democratic Services had confirmed council can co-opt. Two
expressions of interest had been received. Given a second vacancy had arisen, if an election is not
requested, both co-options will be determined together.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED
The defibrillators at Sudbrook Pumping Station, Portskewett Pharmacy and the Recreation Hall are
indicating low battery. There is one spare battery in hand.

Information on the Welsh Government’s St David’s Day Community Fund to be circulated to local
community groups. )

REPORT FROM REPRESE NTELTIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES

ARW School Governing Body ||
Clir Carne had nothing to fept
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b.iv

b.v

b.vi

10.

14,

12

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group .
The MCC Dog Fouling Awareness day will now be held on 6" November 2025, commencing at 8.30am.

Action: Clir Parker to attend. _
The next working group meeting will be held on November 20" 2025 at 11am via Teams.

One Voice Wales (OVW) — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
ClIr Carne attended the next meeting on 9" October 2025. The main items to note were:
e Nominating a second councillor to attend branch meetings.
OVW E-bulletins cover all correspondence circulated.
Cost of Living Crisis Project with Welsh Government — please complete survey.
It was clarified that hybrid meetings are a legal requirement in Wales.
OVW require copies of consultation responses councils submit, to enable them to submit a
representative response.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Clir Dymock gave an update on the lease renewal received from MCC. Action: Clir Dymock to meet

with representative of the interested third party to review and update the Recreation Hall
constitution.

Clir Dymock informed members that Portskewett and Sudbrook Junior Football Club are applying for a
lottery grant to fund a 1.2 metre high spectator fence around the football pitch.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee

Clir Lillie informed members the Church Hall will be serving brunch from 10.30 on Sunday 26 October
2025, £7.50 per person.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie had nothing to report.

Severnside Area Committee
ClIr Carne informed members that monitoring is due to be carried out on the Nedern Brook.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Clir Dymock informed members speed monitoring will be carried out on Middle Road, Leechpool w/c 3™
November 2025. Complaints about contractors working in \Wedgewood Drive had been resolved. Clir
Dymock will be making representations in respect of the proposed Caldicot East development within the
Revised Local Development Plan (RLDP) at full Council on 23™ October 2025.

CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence requiring consideration.

PLANNING

Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to members; this was duly noted.

Planning Application DM/2025/01273
Clir Parker proposed the application be recommended for approval, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by
all. Action: clerk to submit response.

FINANCE
October Pink Paper
The pink paper for October had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Fawcitt proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all:
£'s

Salaries 1,609.24
Torfaen CBC - Pension contributions 297.38
HMRC - NIC and PAYE - 302.86
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection Octaber Inv. 2165) 388.08
Portskewett and Sudbrook Reargﬁ,tiona Hall (Hire of Hall September Inv. 672) 30.00
Horizon Fireworks Ltd (Laser i:%pl’a;y 2025 balance payable Inv. D25012b) 3,780.00
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Chairman’s Signature

SLCC Enterprises (SLCC/OVW Joint Conference 2025 BY Inv. BK223233- 1) 78.00
London Hearts (Donation for defibrillator and cabinet with post Inv. 32940) 1,131.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.9.25 to 30.9.25 Statement 101) 6.00

Balances held; Current Account £10,518.84, Deposit Account £18,847.58. :
Action: clerk to set up payments, Clir Parker and Clir Nurcombe to approve online.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Junior Football Club Grant Application

- A grant application had been received for £500 to reinstate the fence between the Recreation Hall pitch

and the Cornfield Project to prevent dog fouling on the pitch. The remaining budget for 2025/26 is £750.
Clir Carne proposed a grant of £500 be approved, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk
to notify the appli¢ant.

. Budget Virements Required

A schedule of required budget virements had been circulated. Clir Carne proposed the virements be
approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to update budget.

Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 6 months ending 30" September 2025
The report had been circulated for consideration. Councillors raised no questions. Clir carne proposed

the report be accepted, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

. Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations

Clir Carne had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and confirmed everything was correct.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

. Laser Display & Barbeque (BBQ)

Reduction in age limit from 18 to 16 was decided after flyers had been printed. Chair advised not to
reprint.

Gwent police reviewed the Event Notification form, and with regard to public safety advised that
stewards should complete ACT and SCaN training. It was recommended that the Council keeps a
record of the training completed. Action: Clir Parker to undertake the training.

A meeting of the events working group will be held on 30% October 2025 at 7pm in the Portskewett Inn.

. Floats for Laser Display & BBQ

Clir Carne proposed the clerk be authorised to withdraw £1,200 in cash to be used as floats, seconded
by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to obtain floats.

Craft Supplies for Lantern Making for Carols on the Green

Clir Parker proposed the clerk be authorised to purchase felt pens and battery tea lights, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to obtain supplies. Mrs Adams has been asked to supervise
the activity on the day.

. Trophies for Community Awards

Clir Parker proposed the trophies be purchased from Premiertrophies.co.uk, seconded by ClIr Lillie,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to obtain supplies.

PLACE PLAN

Members were disappointed with the response from Monmouthshire County Council, particularly as the
advice given had already been actioned prior to completing the document, and MCC were aware of this.
Action: Clir Dymock to take members’ concerns to the MCC full council meeting and Clir Parker

to write to the Chief Executive and the Leader of MCC.

SUDBROOK CAMP

The grant application had been completed but not submitted as a quote for architect's services had not
been received, as fee proposals from the Structural Engineer and Archaeologist were needed to
complete the quote.

RENEWAL OF RECREATION HALL LEASE

. An update from MCC had been received just prior to the meeting. Action: Clir Dymock to liaise with

the Charities Commission and to draft a revised constitution with the interested third party.
\
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1.

18.

19.

TREE SURVEYS o] b
Two quotes had been received; the deadline for submission is 14" November 2025.

STAFF APPRAISAL
Deferred to the November meeting.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

a. Clir Parker will liaise with the bugler,

b. The following arrangements had been confirmed:

20.

21.

22.

e Clir Dymock to read the lesson.
s AM Peter Fox to read the list of servicemen.
e Mr Bray to play organ and bugle.

DEMOCRACY AND BOUNDARY COMMISSION CYMRU DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT 2026/27
Members agreed the proposed allowances are adequate to meet needs. Action: clerk to submit
response.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Draft budget 2026/27

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as
Wednesday 26th November 2025 at 7pm at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall. The meeting
was declared closed at 8.55 pm.

Mrs B Young

Clerk
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