MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
WEDNESDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2025

Councillors Present: ‘
Clir C Carne, Clir L Dymock, Clir T Hooper, Clir P Nurcombe and Clir G Parker (Chair).

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

1.

b.i

PUBLIC MEETING

The clerk had been contacted again with regard to the overgrown holly tree at The Quest which
overhangs a neighbouring property. The elderly residents are no longer able to cut it back and a
request had been made for the Council to do so. Clir Parker will establish what action is required.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies had been received from Clir T Fawcitt who was detained at work and Clir B Lillie who was
unwell.

No requests had been made for apologies to be approved.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Carne proposed that the minutes of the July meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by
Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) is looking to establish a Litter Forum Working Group. Clir

Hooper and CliIr Carne both expressed an interest in being the council’s representative.

Information had been received offering the installation of a grant funded climbing track. The Quest could
accommodate the equipment, so clerk will make further enquiries.

Clir Hooper raised concerns regarding traffic turning onto Crick Road from the B4245 not realising there
was no longer access to Portskewett Village via that route. Clir Dymock reported the local police had
initially manned the junction after the changes had been made, and she had requested signage be
installed by MCC. Members agreed signage was needed, Clir Dymock will follow up with MCC.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body

Clir Carne reported that the school have received clarification that Section 106 monies are not available
until houses have been built and a percentage have been occupied.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
MCC will be holding a Dog Fouling Awareness day in Portskewett on 23 October 2025. The next

working group meeting will be held on November 20t 2025 at 11am via Teams.

b.ii One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee

The next meeting will be held on 9" October 2025 at 7pm via Teams.
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b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

10.

Clir Nurcombe reported that Lovells had provided funding for new carpeting, a baby changing unit and a
new boiler. Clir Dymock will be submitting a Welsh Church Fund grant application for the installation of
two new washbasins.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee

Clir Lillie attended the meeting held on 17" September 2025. With regard to the Oak Grove grant
application, if insufficient funding is available to meet the grant requested, the hall lights would take
priority over the kitchen lights.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie was not present to report.

Severnside Area Committee
The next meeting will be held on 2" October 2025.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock informed members that footpath 5 has been opened as works on the railway bridge have
been completed. Waste left at the site will be removed by the end of the week.

Clir Dymock is organising a gardening volunteers day to tidy up the planted areas in St Mary’s Close.

Clir Dymock has received a lot of correspondence from parents of Caldicot pupils who used the school
bus service which has been withdrawn.

The pick up point for the Wyedean school bus is on the corner of Symondscliffe Way and pupils are
dropped off on the opposite side of the road. Clir Dymock has safety concerns given the speed of traffic
on the main road. Members suggested the pickup/drop off point be moved further up Main Road.

Concerns have again been raised at the speed of traffic using Middle Road and Leechpool Holdings in
Leechpool. Speed monitoring will be carried out in the coming weeks.

CORRESPONDENCE

Welsh Government consultation on Revisions to the Separate Collection of Waste Materials for
Recycling: A Code of Practice for Wales

Clir Parker proposed Clir Nurcombe respond to the consultation on behalf of the Council, seconded by
ClIr Carne, agreed by all. Action: Clir Nurcombe to submit response.

Welsh Government consultation on extending the duty on local authorities to broadcast meetings
Clir Parker proposed Clir Nurcombe respond to the consultation on behalf of the Council, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: Clir Nurcombe to submit response.

Installation of an Inpost Locker system at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall

MCC Estates department had given landlord’s consent for the installation subject to confirmation by the
Planning department as to whether planning permission was required. Clir Parker proposed the Council
give approval as the leaseholder subject to confirmation on planning permission, seconded by Clir
Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the Recreation Hall Committee.

Clir Parker questioned why 50% of the income from hosting the locker system was going to be passed
to the Junior Football Club, and asked who would be picking up the additional electricity cost resulting
from the installation.

Clir Dymock left the meeting at this point due to other work commitments.

d. Councillor Resignation

1L
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A letter of resignation had been received from Clir Phillips; this was duly noted. The clerk had notified
Democratic Services at Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) and the Notice of Vacancy had been
published. If 10 requests for an election are not received by 7th October 2025 the council may co-opt.

PLANNING
Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to members; this was duly noted.

\“-,
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12

13.

14.

15.

FINANCE

Implementation of the 2025/26 Local Services Pay Agreement

The National Association of Local Councils had confirmed the pay awards for 2025/26 had been agreed
and the details had been circulated to councillors. The additional cost was within budget. Clir Carne
proposed the pay award be approved, and payment of the backpay due be made in the September
payroll, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to arrange payment.

September Pink Paper
The pink paper for September had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Nurcombe

proposed the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries . 1,726.78
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 343.61
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 375.64
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection September Inv. 2141) 485.10
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.8.25 to 31.8.25 Statement 100) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £19,005.40, Deposit Account £18,741.29.
Action: clerk to set up payments, Clir Parker and Clir Fawcitt to approve online.

Wreath for Remembrance Service

The anticipated cost of the wreath is £30; there is a budget of £39 for the wreath and bugler. Clir
Parker proposed a wreath be purchased, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to order wreath and make payment.

Caldicot Food Bank Grant Application
An application had been received from Caldicot Food Bank requesting a grant of £300 towards their

Christmas Parcel Scheme, which provides a festive food parcel to families in the local area that have
been identified by support agencies. The council Hardship Fund is £300. Clir Hooper proposed a
grant of £300 be approved from the Hardship Fund, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to notify applicant and make payment.

The Chair proposed an invoice from Mm Garden Services and Fencing, received after the meeting
papers had been issued, be approved for payment. The invoice was for the 2™ cut of Harold’s Field and
Stowball Common and was for the sum of £500, and could not therefore be approved by the Chair and
clerk outside of the meeting. The remaining budget available is £500. Clir Hooper seconded the motion
which was agreed by all. Action: clerk to set up payment, Clir Carne and Clir Fawcitt to approve
online.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Laser Display & Barbeque (BBQ)

. Notes from the working group meeting had been circulated to members. It was agreed that a final

review of arrangements could be done at the October Council meeting.

. Clir Nurcombe proposed the price of all BBQ food be £3 and the entry fee for 12 to 16 year olds

be increased to £2, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all.

Best Kept Garden Competition
The winners of the 2025 competition were 3 Wedgewood Drive in Portskewett and 7 Great Spring Road

in Sudbrook. Action: Clir Parker to present the trophies to the winners.

PLACE PLAN
The updates to the Place Plan had been completed, and it had been published on the Council website
and forwarded to Monmouthshire County Council. No response had been received yet.

SUDBROOK CAMP
Application for Grant from Cadw to fund Architect
Clir Carne proposed an application be submitted for a grant to cover the Architect fees, seconded by Clir
Nurcombe, agreed by all. Atltt_ion: clerk to submit grant application.
J,\ |
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

RENEWAL OF RECREATION HALL LEASE
A meeting of interested parties has been arranged for Friday 26" September at 10.15am.

HAROLD’S FIELD GATES
The work on the pedestrian gate and the field gate at the Recreation Hall side of Harold’s Field has not

. been completed yet. MCC had not responded to any follow ups.

Councillors Parker and Fawcitt met with an MCC officer on site earlier today to review the work required

* on the fence adjacent to the pedestrian gate and adjacent fence at the Recreation Hall side of the field,

and to the gate on the Village Green side. MCC will provide an estimate. They indicated that the
previously agreed work could be completed at the same time.

NOTICEBOARDS

Following discussion it was agreed that five noticeboards were no longer required as more people use
the Council website or Facebook page to find information. Clir Parker proposed the noticeboards in
Sudbrook, outside ARW School and in Station Road, Portskewett, remain; and the other two be
relocated to Sudbrook and ARW School, to facilitate all notices being published as required.

Action: Clir Parker to arrange relocation of the noticeboards.

No new noticeboards will be required.

DEFIBRILLATOR FOR LEECHPOOL

Clir Dymock had been approached by Leechpool residents asking why a defibrillator had not been
provided in the Leechpool area. The defibrillator at the junction of Black Rock Road and Main Road was
provided for the Leechpool area but is considered too far away given that time is critical when a
defibrillator is required. Clir Hooper proposed a defibrillator be installed on Middle Road, Leechpool,
seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all.

British Heart Foundation will provide a free defibrillator and cabinet if an electricity supply is available.
London Hearts can provide a defibrillator and an unheated, unlocked cabinet with mounting post at a
cost of £1,131. Applications for grants from the Welsh Church Fund are only considered a couple of
times a year. Clir Hooper proposed a defibrillator be purchased from London Hearts for Leechpool,
from the unused 2024/25 Summer Playscheme and Chepstow TIC budgets, and a grant application be
submitted to the Welsh Church Fund to provide a defibrillator for Crick, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed
by all. Action: clerk to place order with London Hearts and submit application for the Welsh
Church Fund.

ALLOTMENTS

Redrow had confirmed that any land which had not been developed had either been designated as open
space areas for the development or were protected areas (The Fort/Chapel etc), ecological areas or
farm land.

TREE SURVEYS

The biennial tree surveys are due to be carried out in 2025. Clir Carne proposed the clerk obtain
three estimates to be considered at the October meeting, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to obtain three estimates and agenda in October.

OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND 2025/26

ClIr Carne declared an interest in this item as she is a committee member of Portskewett & Sudbrook Women'’s Institute.
a. Grant Applications Received

Grant applications had been received from:

o Portskewett and Sudbrook Women's Institute - to purchase a storage cabinet to provide secure
storage for equipment and memorabilia. The cost would be £352.

e Portskewett and Sudbrook Adult Football Club — to purchase training equipment and kit, and to pay
for coaches’ training. Any level of financial support would be appreciated.

e Portskewett with Sudbrook Church Hall — to replace light fittings in the hall and kitchen with LED
lighting units, the cost of w‘hich is £1,662.

e Caldicot Musical Ththre Society — a contribution towards the costs of backing tracks and
professional orchestral pdrts and set costs for the October production. The cost is £1,320.

\|
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e Portskewett and Sudbrook Junior Football Club — for the installation of a new spectator barrier
around the football pitch. Grant requested £1,500.

e Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall — to make improvements to the Ladies WC. Grant
requested £1,000.

b. Award of Grants
Clir Nurcombe proposed the following grants be approved, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all:

Portskewett and Sudbrook Women'’s Institute £352
Portskewett and Sudbrook Adult Football Club £500
Caldicot Musical Theatre Society £1,320
Portskewett with Sudbrook Church Hall £1,328
Portskewett and Sudbrook Junior Football Club £500
Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall £1,000

Action: clerk to notify applicants and arrange payment.

23. STAFF APPRAISAL
a. The Caretaker’s annual appraisal is due. Action: Chair to arrange with Caretaker.

24. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. Approval to purchase trophies for the Community Awards Scheme.
Approval to purchase craft supplies to make lanterns for Carols on the Green.
Portskewett and Sudbrook Junior Football Club grant application.

25. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
a. The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as
Wednesday 22nd October 2025 at 7pm at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall. The meeting
was declared closed at 8.45pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk
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