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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
WEDNESDAY 23rd JULY 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir C Carne, Clir T Fawcitt, Clir T Hooper, Clir P Nurcombe, Clir G Parker(Chair), Clir S Phillips and County
Clir L Dymock. Clir B Lillie attended remotely.

Members of the Public present:
There were no members of the public present.

1.  PUBLIC MEETING
An expression of interest in becoming a councillor had been received from a resident.

The Chair proposed Item 9 be taken at this point as County Clir Dymock had to leave due to other
commitments.

9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
a.  Clir Dymock had raised the matter of home to school transport with Monmouthshire County Council
(MCC). Parents of pupils attending Ysgol y fin school had also contacted her regarding this matter.
Although their route to school is somewhat better, there are still concerns in respect of the younger age
groups being expected to walk.

Neville Hall hospital is currently conducting a consultation which Clir Dymock has shared on Facebook.

Clir Dymock has requested that MCC revisit the Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) relating to Dog
Fouling, in respect of Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall. Clir Carne had previously raised this
at the Give Dog Fouling the Red Card working group meetings and had been informed that the PSPO
was due to be reviewed in 2026, so no action would be taken before then.

Residents had raised concerns with Clir Dymock regarding the traffic flow alterations currently being
made on Crick Road, Portskewett, as the road is very narrow between Treetops and the primary school.
Clir Dymock is meeting an MCC officer w/c 28" July 2025 to review the situation; Clir Phillips will also
attend. Phase two of the work should be completed by the end of the week.

Clir Dymock had received reports of door to door sales scams in Sudbrook.

Monmouthshire Housing Association have completed the refurbishment of the properties in ST Mary’s
Place, Portskewett, and an open day will be held on 7" August 2025 from 10am.

“ounty Clir Dymock left the meeting at this point.

2 SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a. No apologies had been received.
b.  No requests had been made for apologies to be approved.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a.  Clir Phillips proposed that the minutes of the June meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

6. CLERK’S REPORT \
a. The report had been circulatedprior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

T, ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
No items of concern were raw —
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b.i

b.ii

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES

ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne had nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
Clir Carne attended the meeting held on 3" July 2025, there was nothing to report. Clir Carne requested

that more dog bags be ordered.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee

Clir Carne attended the meeting held on 3" July 2025, there was nothing to report.

b.ii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

10.

11.

12

Clir Nurcombe reported that meetings were ongoing in respect of the lease renewal.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee

ClIr Lillie had nothing to report.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie had nothing to report.

Severnside Area Committee

Clir Dymock attended the meeting held on 3 July 2025. The next phase of the active travel route is
now being progressed.

CORRESPONDENCE

One Voice Wales EGM to adopt the revised Constitution and Governance Framework

Clir Carne will attend the EGM on 3™ September 2025, Clir Phillips will attend if she is unable to.
Members had reviewed the draft revised One Voice Wales framework and constitution, which was duly
noted.

Junior Football Club Defibrillator at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall

The Junior Football Club would like to transfer ownership of the defibrillator to the Council. Members
considered the cost implications were acceptable, however felt the cabinet should be unlocked to allow
quick access. ClIr Phillips proposed ownership be transferred to the council, seconded by Clir Parker,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the football club, Clir Parker to alter the lock pad.

Request for Financial Assistance from the Friends of Caldicot Library

Friends of Caldicot Library are a group of volunteers who help the library in different ways. They are
seeking grants from local councils whose residents would use the library to help fund two newspapers
which are made available in the library, the cost of which is around £500 a year. Clir Fawcitt proposed
no grant be awarded as the proportion of Portskewett residents’ using the service would be very small,
seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify applicant.

PLANNING
Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council -
No planning applications had been approved or refused by Monmouthshire County Council (MCC).

Planning Application DM/2025/00276
The application related to 41 Leechpool Holdings, Portskewett, and was for a summerhouse in the

garden. Amended plans had been submitted as the proposed WC and septic tank had been removed.
Clir Parker proposed the amended plans be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to submit response.

FINANCE

July Pink Paper
The pink paper for July had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Carne proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,849.08
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 391.74
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 451.45
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection July Inv. 2091) 388.08
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Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall June Inv. 633) 30.00

St John Ambulance Cymru (First Aid Provision at Fun Day event Inv. 6740) 156.00
Playsafety Ltd (Annual Playground Inspection The Quest Inv. 89457) 120.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.6.25 to 30.6.25 Statement 098) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £9,062.37, Deposit Account £18,632.30.
Action: clerk to set up payments, Clir Nurcombe and Clir Fawcitt to approve online.

b. August Pink Paper
The pink paper for August had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Phillips proposed the

following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,585.56
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 288.13
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 288.47
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection August) 388.08
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall July) 30.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.7.25 to 31.7.25 Statement 099) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £6,442.13, Deposit Account £18,632.30.
Action: clerk to set up payments, Clir Carne and Clir Parker to approve online.

c. Renewal of Norton Antivirus Subscription
The subscription is due to renew on 14" August 2025 at a cost of £64.99, the available budget is £69.36.

Clir Carne proposed the subscription be renewed, seconded by ClIr Phillips, agreed by all.

d. Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
Clir Fawcitt had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and found everything in order.

e. Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 3 months ending 30th June 2025

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Any budget virements required
will be determined when the 6 month review has been completed, and will be put to the September
meeting for approval. Clir Nurcombe proposed the report be approved, seconded by Clir Phillips,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

f. Review of External Auditor’s Reports for the years ending 31st March 2023 and 315t March 2024
The Annual Returns for 2022/23 and 2023/24 received unqualified audit reports from the Wales Audit
Office (WAO). The following recommendations were made:

e The outstanding balance on the corporate credit card should be consolidated in Line 9 on the
return, not reported as a creditor. The clerk confirmed this had been done on the 2024/25 Annual
return.

¢ It was noted that invoices had not been received for two small value transactions. The clerk
confirmed that invoices had been requested for both transactions but the suppliers could not
provide them.

e A number of long-term assets had a nil value in the asset register, but an insurance value was
stated. It was recommended that the asset register include those values. The clerk confirmed that
historically those assets were stated in the accounts with a nil value as they were community
assets.

e The Financial Regulations state any credit card balance is paid off in full each month. As the
payment is made monthly by direct debit on the 16" of the month, there can be occasions where
transactions are made after this date but before the end of the calendar month. The clerk
confirmed arrangements have been made with the bank for a second manual payment to be made
should this situation arise.

e WAO believed any transactions made using the credit card were not routinely reported to the
Council. The clerk confirmed that all transactions are reported each month on the Pink Paper which
is reviewed at the monthly council meetings.
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13. COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Feedback on the Community Fun Day event

The event was well attended and enjoyed by all. Residents had requested that the event be held
annually. The 4" July was suggested for the 2026 event. The Cornfield had indicated they would like to
combine their annual Fun Run with the Fun Day again in future.
It was noted that the bungee trampolines had gone down well but to look for an alternative to the surf
ride simulator. Action: clerk to confirm date with The Cornfield Project and book the Recreation
Hall.

b. Events Working Group 2025 Laser Display
A meeting of the Events Working Group was arranged for the 315 July 2025 at 7pm, at the Portskewett

Inn.

ClIr Lillie left the meeting at this point.

c. Community Awards 2025
Clir Carne proposed the event be held in 2025, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all.

14. PLACE PLAN
a. Updates to the plan should be completed in time for the September meeting. Action: Clir Lillie

15. SUDBROOK CAMP
a. Update from Cadw
Cadw had forwarded information on Ecclesiastical Insurance, along with a draft brief for use in obtaining
quotes from architects for reviewing and updating the plans and costings for the work required on the
Chapel. A grant to cover the architect fees would be provided by Cadw. Negotiations are ongoing with
Redrow in respect of a funds transfer.

b. Update on Insurance Position
The National Farmers Union had provided a quote of £1,680 for insurance of the Camp and chapel.
MCC's insurers are Aon; they produce a risk assessment for each site covered, and carry out regular
inspections to ensure any risks are mitigated.

c. Approval to obtain Quotes for Architectural Services
A draft brief had been prepared by Cadw as the basis for quotes to be obtained for the services of an

architect to update and re-cost the proposed plans. Clir Carne proposed the brief be approved,
seconded by ClIr Fawcitt, agreed by all.

16. THE QUEST ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTION
a. Members reviewed the report. Clir Fawcitt proposed no actions were required, seconded by Clir
Phillips, agreed by all.

17. RENEWAL OF RECREATION HALL LEASE =
a. County Clir Dymock will follow up with MCC to obtain the information on the lease renewal options
available. A longer term lease would be preferred, and the options for management of the Recreation
Hall need to be clarified.

18. HAROLD’S FIELD GATES
a. The following quotes had been obtained for replacing the pedestrian gate and both posts, and for a steel
galvanised hanging post on the field gate:
e Monmouthshire County Council quoted £615.37 plus vat.
e Mr P Watkins quoted £735 plus vat.

Clir Parker proposed the quote from MCC be accepted, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to notify contractors.

Clir Parker informed the meeting that the pedestrian gate at the Village Green entrance to Harold’s Field
had failed, and the fence adjacent to the pedestrian gate at the Recreation Hall entrance needs repair.
Action: clerk to arrange site visit with Mr Wassal from MCC to review work required, Clir Parker
and Clir Fawcitt to attend

\
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19.
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SECTION 106 FUNDING
The approved projects list for future Section 106 Funding was last reviewed in 2023. The following
projects were proposed to be added:

e Provide outside toilets at the Recreation Hall which can be accessed by the Football Club, The
Cornfield Project and the general public.

e Upgrade the inside toilet facilities at the Recreation Hall.
e Upgrade the play equipment at the Recreation Hall.
¢ Increase the parking facility at the Recreation Hall.
e Provide additional play equipment at The Quest.
e Upgrade the outside seating area at Sudbrook Club.
20. ALLOTMENTS

a. The lack of available allotments had been raised again by a resident. There are a number of residents
who are looking for allotments and there is a long waiting list for the privately owned allotments in
Sudbrook. The Community Council does not have any land which could be used.

b. A suggestion was made that Redrow be approached to ascertain whether any of the unused land they
own on the Old Papermill Site would be suitable for use as allotments. Clir Parker proposed Redrow be
approached to see if it would be possible, seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all. Action: clerk to
contact Mr Reuben Cooke.

z1. NOTICEBOARDS

a. With the exception of the noticeboard on Station Road, the current noticeboards are frequently not large
enough to display the required statutory notices and other community information e.g. posters for
events. The estimated cost of a large noticeboard is between £1,000 and £1,200. The cost could be
met from the Reserve for Unidentified Services budget which is currently £18,990.70.

It was suggested that the noticeboards at ARW school and in Leechpool could be replaced with larger
ones, and then be re-sited at the Sudbrook and Portskewett Church locations, doubling the space there.
Clir Parker proposed the two noticeboards be relocated and they be replaced with new larger ones,
seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all. Action: clerk to forward the new board details to Clir
Parker, Clir Parker to review suitability of current posts for new boards.

22. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

a. Defibrillator for Leechpool.

23. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

a. The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as

Wednesday 24th September 2025 at 7pm at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall. The meeting
- was declared closed at 21.10pm.
Mrs B Young
Clerk
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