MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
WEDNESDAY 21st MAY 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir C Carne, Clir P Holley, Clir B Lillie, Clir P Nurcombe, Clir G Parker(Chair) and Clir S Phillips. County Clir L
Dymock attended the meeting remotely.

Members of the Public present:
Mr and Mrs Danks

B PUBLIC MEETING
Clarification was sought as to the ownership of the access lane to The Quest and county farms land
behind The Quest.

A complaint had been received regarding the condition of the churchyard which the clerk forwarded to
the church warden.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a.  Apologies had been received from Clir Fawcitt who was out of the country.
b.  No requests had been made for apologies of absence to be approved.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

5. CLERK’S REPORT
a.  The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The clerk had received confirmation that the
replacement parts for the scramble net at The Quest would be delivered by the end of the week.

6. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
The defibrillator cabinet at Portskewett Pharmacy is rusting where it was hit by a vehicle and the alarm
has rusted and does not sound continuously anymore. Clir Nurcombe treated the cabinet to prevent
further deterioration.

The notice board on Station Road needs staining to prevent deterioration.

The notice board on Crick Road has a large glue patch on the outside of the Perspex which needs
removing as it obscures the notices. “Sticky Stuff’ was recommended.

7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES

a. ARW School Governing Body
ClIr Carne had nothing to report.

b.i Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
The next meeting will be held on 3 July 2025 at 11am.

b.i One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will be held on 3 July 2025 at 7pm at Usk Town Council offices.

b.ii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Clir Nurcombe reported the man hole leading to the main sewer, on the corner of the building between
the green space and the car park had collapsed. Clir Dymock is meeting with Mr Moran at
Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) on 23 May and will ask who is responsible for the repair.

b.iv Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
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b.v The Cornfield Project Committee

The next meeting will be held on 28" May 2025.

b.vi Severnside Area Committee

The next meeting will be held in July 2025.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Clir Dymock took a motion to MCC Full Council for the enhancement of Junction 23a of the M4 due to

the restrictions coming in on the Severn Crossing and the impact they will have on the junction. MCC

will be writing to the Welsh Government and the UK Government asking for this to be considered:; they
will also ask for consideration for an additional junction at Rogiet in the future.

Clir Dymock also gave the following updates:
e Caldicot Leisure Centre is struggling to obtain funding to update the fitness suite and other facilities.
e Network Rail will be repairing the stone wall in Sudbrook through the summer.
e Adoption of MCC’s Revised Local Development Plan has been postponed to November 2025.

The Chair asked for an update on the adoption of the Mill Meadows site. Clir Dymock has requested a
meeting to follow up on progress with the outstanding issues previously raised.

Clir Dymock left the meeting at this point.

g,

a.

10.

11.

Chairman’s Signature

CORRESPONDENCE

A letter of resignation had been received from Clir Adams. This was duly noted. The clerk had notified
Democratic Services at Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) and the Notice of Vacancy had been
published. If 10 requests for an election are not received by 30" May 2025 the council may co-opt.

The One Voice Wales Innovative Practice Conference will take place on 2" July 2025 at the Royal
Welsh Showground.

PLANNING
Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
No applications had been approved or refused by Monmouthshire County Council.

Planning Application DM/2025/00203

The application related to 30 Leechpool Holdings, Portskewett. Due to amended plans being submitted
a second consultation was being carried out. The design of the two-storey extension had been
amended and a single storey extension on the west elevation had been added. Councillors raised no
objections to the application, so a recommendation for approval had been submitted.

FINANCE

May Pink Paper
The pink paper for May had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Holley proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by CliIr Phillips, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,585.56
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 288.13
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 288.47
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection May Inv.2041) 352.80
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall April Inv. 605) 30.00
Llangybi Fawr Community Council (One used dog waste bin) 100.00
Mm Garden Services and Fencing (1%t cut Stowball Common & Harold’s Field) 500.00
Mr P Murphy (Internal Audit 2024/25 Inv. 16/05/25) 300.00
Monmouthshire County Council (Lease of Harold’s Field 2025/26 Inv. 70257908) 133.22
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.4.25 to 30.4.25 Statement 096) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £19,200.50, Deposit Account £18,632.30.
Action: clerk to set up payments, Clir Carne and Clir Nurcombe to approve online.
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12.

b. Purchase of Litter Bin for Sunnycroft

The clerk had obtained three costs from online suppliers for a 50ltr pole mounted litter bin:
e Kingfisher Direct £108.56 including VAT and delivery
e Amazon £99.99 including VAT, free delivery
e LitterBins.co.uk £148.74 including VAT, free delivery

Previously 3 to 4 bags of waste were collected weekly from the existing litter bin, the majority of which
was dog waste. Monitoring over a number of weeks has shown that the new dog waste bin on Black
Rock road is being used more and consequently only 1 bag of waste is collected from the existing litter
bin, around 30% of which is dog waste, and the rest is general litter. Members agreed that the situation
had greatly improved and a second litter bin did not appear necessary now.

Clir Parker proposed monitoring
e

the future if necessary, second

Insurance Renewal 2025/26
The renewal invitation from Unity Insurance Services required updating and the revised quote had just

been received. Quotes from alternative providers had not been sought as for a number of years they had
been unable to provide cover for inflatable equipment manned by the Council at events.

The premium quoted for 2025/26 was £1,349.72, an increase of £63.22 on the previous year. ClIr Lillie
proposed the quote be accepted, seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all. Action: clerk to accept the
quote and arrange payment.

Microsoft 365 Subscription Renewal 2025/26
Notification had been received that the renewal cost for Microsoft Family would be £104.99. The cost of

Microsoft 365 Family Classic (without Al) would be £79.99. The cost of Microsoft Personal had been
obtained from three online suppliers:
e Amazon £64.00

QAU AV

e Currys £84.99
e Microsoft £84.99

Clir Holley proposed the subscription be renewed for the Microsoft 365 Family Classic License, seconded
by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to renew subscription.

St Mary’s Church, Portskewett Grant Application

An application had been received for £500 towards the cost of grounds maintenance of the churchyard.
The budget for 2025/26 is £500. The clerk reminded councillors of the advice regarding payments to
churches for grounds maintenance. Clir Nurcombe proposed a grant of £500 be awarded, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the applicant and make payment.

Amendments to Mandated Signatories on All Council Bank Accounts
CliIr Parker proposed the following amendments to the mandated signatories be approved, seconded by
ClIr Holley, agreed by all:

Councillors to be removed: Clir Perry and Clir Adams.
Councillors to be added: Clir Phillips.

Action: clerk to update bank mandates.

should be continued and the need for an additional bin be revisited in
d by ClIr Lillie, agreed by all.

ANNUAL RETURN 2024/25

. Internally Audited Accounts 2024/25

The internal auditor had concluded his audit of the accounts for 2024/25, there were no issues raised.

Clir Phillips proposed the Internally Audited accounts for 2024/25 be approved, seconded by Clir Carne
agreed by all.

Internal Audit Report for 2024/25

The Internal Audit report for 2024/25 raised no issues. Clir Phillips proposed the Internal Audit report
for 2024/25 be accepted, seconded by ClIr Carne, agreed by all.

Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

. warmaa Ammaialawa VIR TL Pt | Py D P e (b ([ |
The Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25 was considered by councillors and the clerk recorded

the responses. Clir Hgilz;jposed the Annual Governance Statement be approved, seconded by Clir
)}

Parker, agreed by all.i
?

-

Chairman’s Signature ...... \ ............................................... Page 3 of 5



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Annual Return for 2024/25
CliIr Holley proposed the Annual Return be approved, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. The
Chair certified the Annual Return.

ADOPTION OF COUNCILLORS ALLOWANCES 2025/26

Adoption of Non-Mandatory Councillors Allowances

A briefing paper on councillors’ allowances for 2025/26 had been circulated to members. Clir Phillips
proposed the non-mandatory allowances should not be adopted by the Council, seconded by Cllr Lillie,
agreed by alll.

Process for Making Payments

The clerk outlined the payment options. Clir Phillips proposed the mandatory councillors’ allowances be
paid in one payment in March 2025, on a pro rata basis for counciliors ieaving or joining the Councii
during the year, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all.

ANNUAL REPORT AND ANNUAL PLAN

Annual Report for 2024/25
A draft report had been circulated for consideration. Clir Carne proposed the Annual Report be

approved, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

Annual Plan 2025/26
A draft Annual Plan for 2025/26 had been circulated for consideration. Clir Carne proposed the Annual
plan be adopted, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

PLACE PLAN

. The draft Place Plan had been circulated for members’ consideration. Clir Phillips proposed the Place

Plan be adopted, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

The next stage is to seek MCC adoption of the Place Plan as Supplementary planning Guidance.
Action: clerk to submit the Place Plan to MCC Officers.

BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION
Clir Parker proposed the competition be advertised at the beginning of June, with gardens being judged
in July, seconded by ClIr Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to advertise the event.

The following arrangements were agreed:
e judging on front gardens only.
e judging to be carried out by 2024 winners.

Clir Parker to collect the trophies and arrange judging.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Feedback on the 80" Anniversary of VE Day Event

ClIr Carne thought the layout of Harold’s Field worked very well. Around sixty people attended the
event which was much appreciated.

Update on Community Fun Day and Cornfield Fun Run

Clir Parker confirmed there was no charcoal available for the BBQ. St John Ambulance had confirmed
their attendance. It was agreed a working group meeting would be held before the event, date to be
confirmed.

Payment to St John Ambulance for Provision of First Aid Cover at Community Fun Day

The cost of first aid cover at the Community Fun Day would be £156. Clir Carne proposed the amount
be approved for payment, seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all. Action: clerk to make payment on
receipt of invoice.

SUDBROOK CAMP

Update from Cadw
A meeting has been arran
Cadw. 4

for 11" June 2025. Action: Clirs Parker and Fawcitt to meet with
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b. Update on Insurance
Unity Insurance had requested further information before confirming the insurance position. Initial
responses were not looking favourable. The clerk had clarified the intended plan for the chapel and
Camp, along with the proposed timescale. A further response is awaited.

19. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. Section 6 Biodiversity Plan.

20. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

a. The Chair thanked everyone for attending. The date and time of the next meeting will be circulated
once confirmed. The meeting was declared closed at 9.00pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk
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