MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
WEDNESDAY 25th JUNE 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir C Carne, Clir P Nurcombe, Clir G Parker(Chair)and Clir S Phillips. Clir T Fawcitt and County Clir L
Dymock attended the meeting remotely.

Members of the Public present:
There were no members of the public present.

¥
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b.i

b.ii

b.iii

b.iv

b.v

Chairman’s Signature ........... X[ .\/...

PUBLIC MEETING
No issues had been raised with the clerk.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Holley and Clir Lillie.
No requests had been made for apologies of absence to be approved.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Fawcitt proposed that the minutes of the Audit Committee meeting be accepted as a true record,
seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

Clir Carne proposed that the minutes of the Annual meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

Clir Phillips proposed that the minutes of the May meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by
Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The clerk reported that the external audit of the
2022/23 and 2023/24 had now been concluded and an unqualified report had been received for both
years. They will be formally reported at the July meeting. Action: clerk to agenda in July.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)

Complaints had been received from residents that Stowball Common is overgrown. Clir Parker
reiterated that the contract is for a path to be cut around the common, with the remainder being
maintained as a natural habitat.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES

ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne had nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
The next meeting will be held on 3 July 2025 at 11am.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will be held on 3 July 2025 at 7pm at Usk Town Council offices.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Clir Nurcombe reported that a meeting will be held on 15t July 2025 to discuss the lease renewal.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Churéh Hall Committee

ClIr Lillie was not present tg

The Cornfield Project Co
Clir Lillie was not present
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b.vi Severnside Area Committee

10.

11.
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The next meeting will be held on 3" July 2025 at 6pm. Clir Carne will be attending another meeting,
there was no one else available to attend.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock has asked Redrow to carry out the necessary repairs to the section of stone wall in

Sudbrook that is in their ownership. Network Rail will be repairing the section of the wall which they are
responsible for.

Soil is being brought into the Redrow site for screening purposes. Redrow have stated the soil is from
a greenfield site they have near Llanwern, Clir Dymock has requested a copy of the license to move it.

Some parents have been informed that school transport will cease for them. There was no prior
notification of this and ARW School Governors had not been informed. Concerns have been raised that
the active travel route has no lighting and is an isolated route, which also floods, and is not therefore
suitable for use by pupils attending Castle Park school.

Clir Dymock reported that works are ongoing on Crick Road, and are expected to be completed in two to
three weeks. Complaints have been received regarding the quantity and speed of traffic using Middle
Road, Leechpool. Clir Dymock has requested further speed monitoring be carried out on a different
section of the road to that done previously.

A litter pick had been held the previous week, and 8 bags of rubbish were collected from Middle Road,
Leechpool, to Main Road, Portskewett.

Clir Parker reported that Sudbrook playpark had not been cut and questioned whether playground
inspections were being carried out. Clir Dymock will follow up with the Grounds Team at
Monmouthshire County Council (MCC).

CORRESPONDENCE

. Welsh Government Consultation on Improving the Administration and Enforcement of Council Tax in

Wales
Clir Carne was nominated to complete the consultation response. Action: Clir Carne

EIA Scoping Notification and Consultation re Material Change to Hinkley Point C Connection Project
Clir Parker was nominated to complete the consultation response. Action Clir Parker

PLANNING

. Response Submitted in Respect of Reconsultation on Planning Application DM/2025/00203

There were no objections to the amended application, and it was recommended for approval.

Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

Planning Appeal CAS-04196-P1K3H5

The appeal relates to Planning application DM/2023/01200 which was for change of use of an existing
log cabin to a mixed use (residential/tourism) at The Old Forge, The Old Smithy, Main Road,
Portskewett. The application was refused by the Community Council on the following grounds:

e The original site development had a restriction stating no outhouses or garage's should be built
there as they would detract from the open space of the Village Green. The log cabin did not
therefore comply with the planning consent originally granted for the site.

e The log cabin is not in keeping with neighbouring developments which are in stone; and an
application relating to a neighbouring property was amended for this reason, resulting in stone
having to be used, thereby setting a precedent. Given the location, in a prominent part of the
village, members felt the application for the log cabin should not have been approved.

e The original application stated the log cabin would be for family use; there was no mention of
business use for tourism. Councillors had expressed concerns with the original application, that
given the building would have a bathroom, it would offer the potential for it to be lived in or let. The
change of use application, if approved, would allow that to happen, which was not the original
purpose for the byildi

Clir Parker proposed a response be submitted reinforcing the concerns raised previously, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by\all. ,Action: clerk to submit response.
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FINANCE

. June Pink Paper

The pink paper for June had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Carne proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,585.76
Torfaen CBC - Pension contributions 288.13
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 288.27
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection June Inv. 2066) 485.10
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall May Inv. 619) 30.00
Planning Aid Wales (Training x 2 BY and x 3 SP Inv.CTC3, CTC7, CTC8, CTC4 &CTC5) 160.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.4.25 to 30.4.25 Statement 096) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £12,684.04, Deposit Account £18,632.30.
Action: clerk to set up payments, Clir Nurcombe and Clir Parker to approve online.

Appointment of Councillor to Carry Out the Quarterly Bank Reconciliation Checks
Clir Parker proposed Clir Fawcitt be appointed to carry out the quarterly bank reconciliation checks,
seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all.

Payment for Additional Hours Worked by Clerk

A report had been circulated prior to the meeting for members consideration. Clir Parker proposed
the payment for additional hours be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to
action in July payroll.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

. Final Arrangements for Community Fun Day and Cornfield Fun Run

A skip will be delivered on Friday 27" June and Clir Parker will collect the trailer from Bently’s Farm and
provide hay bales. The marshals were confirmed.

PLACE PLAN
Updates to be completed before publishing the Place Plan and submitting it to MCC. Action: Clir Lillie

SUDBROOK CAMP

Update from Meeting with Cadw

Clirs Parker and Fawcitt met with Cadw on 11" June 2025. Will Davies confirmed that Redrow were
only prepared to offer a one off payment of £5,000, and proposed it be accepted so that progress could
be made. The clerk advised that depending on the likely cost of employing an architect to update the
proposed plan and costings the Council may have to go out to tender.

. Update on Insurance Position

The Council’s current insurers had indicated it was unlikely that they could provide cover for Sudbrook
Camp and Chapel but would review the situation at the time if the Council took ownership.

Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) had confirmed their insurance policy provided public liability
cover for similar property under their ownership. A risk assessment needed to be in place and regular
inspection is carried out to identify any issues. Aon are the insurance provider.

The National Farmers Union were looking to provide an insurance quote for information.

OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND 2025/26

Clir Parker proposed applications should be submitted by Friday 12t September 2025 for consideration
at the September Council meeting, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to write
to local community groups and organisations.

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
MCC had confirmed the vacancy in the Portskewett Ward could be filled by co-option.

b. An expression of interest ag}}een received for the Portskewett ward vacancy which had been
h

circulated to members.

llips proposed Mr Tom Hooper be co-opted to the council, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by al. )

tion: clerk to notify Mr Hooper.
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c. MCC notified the council that an election had been requested to fill the vacancy in the Leechpool Ward.
The Notice of Election had been published. Nomination papers must be submitted to MCC by 4pm on
4™ July 2025. If the election is contested the poll will take place on 31t July 2025.

d. Clir Nurcombe proposed that poll cards should be provided if a poll is necessary, seconded by Clir
Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify democratic services.

18. SECTION 6 BIODIVERSITY
a. Members reviewed the Biodiversity Plan for 2023-25 and determined actions are on target.

19. RENEWAL OF PORTSKEWETT AND SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL LEASE
a. A meeting to discuss renewal of the lease, will be held on 1%t July 2025. Two organisations had
expressed an interest in taking on the lease alongside the Recreation Hall committee. Whilst members
understand the pressure on the main committee members who manage the hall on a day to day basis,
and acknowledge the shortage of volunteers, concerns were voiced that the facility may become less
accessible to other users within the community if a joint lease was agreed. The facility is a community
asset and must be maintained as such by being available to everyone equally.

20. SUDBROOK CHRISTMAS TREE
a. Clir Dymock confirmed that Redrow have contacted MCC for permission to install a socket on one of the
lamp posts to facilitate a power supply for the Sudbrook Christmas tree. They are awaiting a response.

21. HAROLD’S FIELD GATES
The pedestrian gate leading to Harold's Field from the Recreation Hall car park needs replacing as does
the hanging post for the steel field gate. Quotes had been sought from three contractors:
e Monmouthshire County Council quoted £496.25 plus vat.
e Paul Watkins quoted £735 plus vat.
e Robert Taylor was unable to quote due to existing commitments.

MCC had been asked to clarify the quote, a response is awaited. Clir Parker proposed the item be
deferred to July, seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all. Action: clerk to agenda in July.

22. THE QUEST ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTION
Clir Parker proposed the item be deferred to July to allow the contents of the report to be reviewed fully,
seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to agenda in July.

23. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. 2025 Laser Display arrangements.
Replacement/addition of notice boards.
One Voice Wales Constitution and Governance Framework.

The Chair proposed Standing Order 9.b be suspended to allow an item to be considered, seconded by Clir
Carne.

AMENDMENT TO 2024/25 ANNUAL RETURN

A comment was noted in the external audit report on the 2023/24 Annual Return in relation to year end
creditors. As the Council reports on a receipts and payments basis the creditor should be offset against
total cash and investments in line 9 of the Accounting Statement. Clir Parker proposed the amendment
be made to the 2024/25 Annual Return prior to submission, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to amend 2024/25 Annual Return.

24, DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
a. The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as
Wednesday 23 July 2025 at 7pm at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall. The meeting was
declared closed at 8.20pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk
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