PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
RISK ASSESSMENT OF CARETAKER'S ROLE

Risk assessment is a systematic general examination of working conditions workplace activities and environmental facors that will enable the employer to identify any and all
potential risks inherent in the place or practices. Based on a recorded assessment the employer should then take all practical and necessary steps to reduce or eliminate the
risks, insofar as is practically possible, making sure that all employees are made aware of the results of the risk assessment.

This document has been produced to enable the Community Council to assess the risks associated with the Caretaker's role and satisfy itself that it has taken adequate
steps to minimise them. In conducting this exercise the following steps were taken: ldentify the areas to be reviewed

Identify what the risks might be

Evaluate the management and control of the risks and record all findings

Review, assess and revise if required

The Caretaker supports the Community Council in the services it delivers by undertaking cleaning, inspection and maintenance tasks within the community. These tasks
include litter-picking; emptying rubbish bins; inspecting play equipment and street furniture for wear or damage; carrying out preventative maintenance and minor repairs of
play equipment and street furniture; cutting back overgrown vegetation from public areas.

PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL - RISK ASSESSMENT OF CARETAKER'S ROLE

Subject Risk(s) identified H/M/L |Management/Control of Risk Review/Assess/Revise

Slips and trips  [Caretaker may fall L Work is carried out in daylight and insuitable weather conditions. Caretaker to assess continually
over objects, trip on Suitable footwear is worn. Caretaker to assess continually
uneven surfaces or Caretaker to make sure field of vision is not obscured by carried loads. Caretaker to assess continually
slip on icy/muddy Any accidents to be reported to the clerk for recording. Caretaker & clerk to review
surfaces. when occurr

Working at Caretaker may fall M Carteaker is aware of the importance of not overreaching or overstretching.

height and incurr injury or Work at height to be undertaken only when another person is in attendance.
cause injury to third Any potential jobs requiring working at height to be assessed for risk and the need for Caretaker & clerk to review
party. additional measures or resources. as and when required

Manual Caretaker may incurr L Caretaker only lifts those items that can be comfortably lifted. Caretaker to assess continually

handling injury when handling Only light items to be lifted above head height. Caretaker to assess continually
bulky or heavy items. Cartaker to follow best practice guidelines when lifting from the floor.

Assistance to be sought for lifting heavier loads. Caretaker to assess as need
arises

Tools, Cartaker may suffer L Caretaker checks tools and equipment for wear and tear and to ensure they are in Caretaker to review continually

equipment discomfort or injury good working order.

and protective  |from faulty equip- Faulty or ineffective items are replaced. Caretaker & clerk to review

clothing ment or incorrect use as need arises

of it.

Council funds the cost of protective clothing (the caretaker can choose to wear their own).

Check protective clothing is fit for purpose and is being used whenever appropriate.
Caretaker trained in use of powered equipment.

Caretaker to review continually
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Subject Risk(s) identified H/M/L |Management/Control of Risk Review/Assess/Revise
Contact with Caretaker could incurr L Caretaker is aware of the need for vigilance when carrying out his duties.
dangerous/ injury, become unwell Caretaker wears protective gloves when handling refuse bags.
hazardous items [from contact with items Any contact with dangerous/hazardous items to be reported to the clerk for recording. Caretaker & clerk to assess
e.g. needles, faeces. and review when occurr
Electrical Caretaker could incurr L The Community Council has no electrical tools.
items injury from faulty Caretaker advised not to use their own electrical tools.
equipment.
Lone working Caretaker could incurr L Caretaker carries a mobile phone when performing their duties.
injury, become unwell Caretaker carries a first aid kit.
or be threatened/ Caretaker is aware of the need for vigilance and to avoid engagement with anyone
harmed by a member displaying threatening or abusive behaviour.
of the public.
Extreme Caretaker's ability to L Caretaker is aware of the need to respect extreme conditions and any related warnings,
weather or travel and/or work when work should not be undertaken.
emergency safely would be Caretaker is informed of warnings issued by authorities and the need to follow the Clerk/councillors to review as
situations affected. relevant guidance and restrictions when working, or not to work at all if so instructed. necessary
(e.g. pandemic
lockdown)
Travel Caretaker travels by L Caretaker uses his own vehicle for travel between locations and for transporting
car to work locations equipment and supplies.
and may encounter Caretaker has insurance for their vehicle that covers use for work and has an appropriate Clerk to review annually
road and traffic MOT certificate.
hazards. Caretaker has valid driving licence. Clerk to review annually
Stress Caretaker could be L Caretaker has an appropriate contract and job description. Clerk/Councillors review

affected by excessive
workload, not under-
standing duties of the
role, time pressures,
bullying.

No undue time pressure is put on the caretaker.
Caretaker can raise any issues or concerns with the clerk/councillors.

annually

APPROVED AT THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON 21st MAY 2025




