MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
WEDNESDAY 19th MARCH 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir Fawcitt(Chair), Clir Nurcombe, Clir G Parker, Clir S Phillips and Clir H Wilsher. County Clir L Dymock also
attended the meeting.

Members of the Public present:
The Chair of the Cornfield Project attended the public meeting.

T

PUBLIC MEETING
The clerk had received a request from a resident to carry out litter picking to fulfil the volunteering
requirements of the Duke of Edinburgh awards scheme. The request was noted.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Lillie who had a work commitment and Clir Carne who was on
holiday.

No requests had been made for apologies of absence to be approved.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

The Chair proposed agenda item 17 be taken as the next item of business, agreed by all.

17.

a.

COUNCILLOR VACANCY - SUDBROOK WARD

Clir Fawcitt and ClIr Carne had interviewed Mr Phillips and recommended he be co-opted to the council.
Clir Nurcombe proposed Mr Phillips be co-opted as a councillor, seconded by ClIr Parker, agreed by all.
Mr Phillips signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Action: clerk to forward required
documentation to Clir Phillips.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Nurcombe proposed that the minutes of the February meeting be accepted as a true record,
seconded by CliIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting.

Having attended One Voice Wales (OVW) training module 7 on Health and Safety, the clerk informed
members of the requirement for Councils to appoint a “competent person” to manage Health and Safety
regulations. This can be a Councillor or bought in expertise, but the person should have sufficient
training, experience, knowledge or other qualities that allows them to assist the Council properly in
assessing risks, producing a Health and Safety policy and ensuring compliance with the policy and
Health and Safety regulations. Compliance should be audited annually and reported to the Council, the
report should be reviewed as part of the internal audit checks so there is evidence that it has been
done. Action: clerk to agenda the appointment of a Health and Safety officer for the April
meeting.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)

The clerk was notified on 19" March 2025 that the climbing net on the multi-slide was damaged. The
Caretaker and ClIr Parker removed the net and taped off the equipment so it can not be used. A
warning sign was also installed. Repairs will be carried out at the earliest opportunity.

County Clir Dymock joined the meeting at this point.
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Clir Nurcombe asked if there was any update on the work being carried out on the railway bridge off
Station Road, Portskewett, which has been ongoing for several months. Clir Parker informed members
that an application had recently been made to extend the closure for a further six months.

It was reported that the 20mph sign on Manor Way had been removed. Clir Dymock informed
members that Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) are currently removing 20mph signs.

8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
a. ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne was not present.

b.i Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
CliIr Carne is unable to attend the meeting on 20" March 2025.

b.ii One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will take place on 3™ April 2025 at 7pm at Usk Council Offices.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
No meetings had been held.

b.iv Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
The meeting is due to be held on 2nd April 2025 at 6pm. Clir Lillie is able to attend.

b.v The Cornfield Project Committee
ClIr Lillie was not present to report. ClIr Parker informed members that a new rubbish bin provided by
the Council has been installed at the Southbrook View entrance to the Cornfield.

b.vi Severnside Area Committee
No meetings had been held.

9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
a. Clir Dymock informed members that she put a question to MCC'’s full council regarding the outstanding
issues which Redrow need to address at the Mill Meadows development.

Councillor Dymock had raised the issue of the lack of childcare provision in Wales, especially in respect
of children under two years of age.

Having gone out to tender for homecare service provision, MCC have awarded the contract to a
company from Essex. ClIr Dymock is lobbying against this due to concerns regarding the effect this will
have on service provision and those who receive homecare services.

Clir Dymock is following up on progress with the proposed one way system and other issues affecting
Crick Road.

A job’s fair will be held on 3rd April 2025 at the Choir Hall in Caldicot.

Clir Dymock carried out a site visit on Black Roack road with an officer from MCC following a recent
accident. Drivers are not taking enough care when using this road, additional signage has been
suggested.

The special Place meeting where the draft Revised Local Development Plan will go back for scrutiny is
Thursday 5™ June. Community Councillors are encouraged to attend.

Clir Dymock informed members that under the electoral review Portskewett may become a two member
ward, or the ward may be divided into two separate wards. The local preference would be for a two
member ward to ensure the village identity is not lost.

The Chair proposed agenda item 16.a be taken as the next item of business, agreed by all.

16. SUDBROOK CAMP

* a. Update from Meeting with Cadw and Living Levels
ClIr Fawcitt and CliIr Parker met with representatives from Cadw and the Living Levels Project on 17%
March 2025. The overall position had not changed since the meetings held in 2022, so the aim was to
find a way forward to protect the future of the camp and chapel as a community asset.
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The initial funding needed to make safe and preserve the chapel is £120,000. Living Levels are willing
to apply for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to cover this. Redrow have offered a contribution of
£5,000.

Cadw suggested Redrow be asked to retain ownership of the chapel and camp for 12 months, during
which time an architect could review the proposed plans and update the costings, paid for from the
£5,000, and Living Levels could try and secure Lottery funding as this project was not in the original
application made. As the work on the chapel comes under ancient monument regulations planning
permission would not be required.

The Council would need to source appropriate insurance cover, with a view to the Camp and chapel
transferring to Council ownership when the project is ready to commence in the second year.

It was agreed that the Church Heritage Centre and the Tunnel Centre be approached to see if they
would be interested in housing any artefacts found during restoration.

Cadw can provide grants to cover ongoing maintenance costs once the initial work has been completed.

Clir Dymock left the meeting at this point.

10.

a.

C.

1.
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C.

CORRESPONDENCE

Consultation on the draft Policy and Practice for the Electoral Review Programme2025
The consultation was noted.

Location of Dog Waste Bin on the Active Travel Route
MCC had confirmed they could see no issues with the Council installing a dog waste bin and managing

the waste collection, on the Active Travel Route (ATR), but they asked if it could be located at the top of
the ramp at the Caldicot Road bridge as they have concerns about potential damage that could be
caused by the contractor emptying the bin, to the path surface or handrail. They offered to cover the
cost of signage directing people to the bin at the top of the ramp and to install further general dog waste
signage along the route as it is covered by a Public Spaces Protection Order. MCC have a used dog
waste bin available at a cost of £100. ClIr Fawcitt proposed an additional bin be purchased from MCC,
seconded by ClIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to place order for the MCC bin.

Consultation on the draft Regional Transport Plan
A consultation is taking place on the Cardiff Capital Region’s draft Regional Transport Plan, which all

stakeholders across South East Wales are invited to respond to. Action: Clir Parker to respond on
behalf of the Council.

Request for Financial Assistance from Gwent Young Farmers Clubs

A request for financial assistance had been received from Gwent Young Farmers Club. Councillors
agreed that as this is a national group, and the Council policy is to allocate grant funding within the local
community, a grant should not be considered.

PLANNING

Responses Submitted in Respect of Planning Applications DM/2024/01159, DM/2024/01561 and
DM/2025/00080

The three applications were considered between Council meetings. DM/2024/01159 was recommended
for approval in line with the planning application for this development. DM/2024/01561 was
recommended for refusal in line with the planning application for this development. DM/2025/00080 was
recommended for approval.

Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council

No planning applications had been approved or refused by Monmouthshire County Council (MCC).

Planning Application DM/2025/00203
The application related to 30 Leechpool Holdings, Portskewett, and was for a rear two storey extension.

Councillors raised no objections to the application. Clir Nurcombe proposed the application be
recommended for approval, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response.

Planning Application DM/2025/00276
The application related to 41 Leechpool Holdings, Portskewett, and was to install a summerhouse in the

garden. Councillors raised no opjections to the application. Clir Fawcitt proposed the application be
recommended for approval, segongded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response.
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12.

C.

13.

FINANCE

March Pink Paper
The pink paper for March had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Wilsher proposed the

following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Phillips, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,552.21
Torfaen CBC - Pension contributions 288.13
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 191.22
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection March Inv.1988) 432.00
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall February Inv. 568) 30.00
Monmouthshire County Council (Lease of The Quest 2024/25 Inv. 70253290) 4.00
Monmouthshire County Council (Repair of Surface re Roundabout Inv. 70253380) 222.00
One Voice Wales (Module 4 training re clerk 11.2.25 Inv. 9037) 40.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.2.25 to 28.2.25 Statement 094) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £7,908.56, Deposit Account £18,515.73.
Action: clerk to make payments.

Cancellation of Cheque 300026
The cheque was for the sum of £10 payable to the bugler for the Remembrance service. The cheque

had not cleared the Council’s account, and when the clerk contacted the bugler he confirmed he had
misplaced the cheque. The clerk offered a replacement, but this was declined due to the nature of the
event. The charge for cancelling the cheque would be £8.00. Clir Fawcitt proposed the cheque be
cancelled, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to cancel cheque.

Budget Virements Required Following Yearend Review
The following budget virements were required:

e Transfer from the Unidentified Services Contingency budget to the Grant budget of £685.32 to
make up the grant for soundproofing paid to Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall.

e Transfer from the Unidentified Services Contingency budget to the Repairs and Renewals budget of
£85.00 to meet the shortfall in cost of repair of the roundabout surface at The Quest.

e Transfer from the Dog Waste Bin Purchase and Collection budget to the Dog Waste Collection
budget of £129.60 to cover waste collection costs for the two additional bins.

Clir Wilsher proposed the virements be approved, seconded by CliIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk
to update budget.

Caldicot Musical Theatre Society grant Application 2025/26
An application for a grant of £1,820 had been received from Caldicot Musical Theatre Society (CMTS)

towards the cost of advertising, printing, backing tracks and sets for the two productions planned for
2025 as a celebration of the Societies 100" year. The grant budget for 2025/26 is £1,000. It was
suggested that an application for a grant from the Oak Grove fund could be submitted with regard to the
second production taking place later in the year. Clir Wilsher proposed a grant of £250 be awarded
towards the first production, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify CMTS and
arrange payment in the new financial year.

Renewal of Membership of the Society of Local Council Clerks
The cost of membership for 2025/26 would be £190, an increase of £7 on the previous year. The

subscriptions budget is £690. Clir Nurcombe proposed the membership be renewed, seconded by Clir
Phillips, agreed by all. Action: clerk to renew membership.

Renewal of Membership of One Voice Wales

The cost of membership for 2025/26 would be £523, an increase of £36 on the previous year. The
remaining subscriptions budget is £500. Clir Nurcombe proposed the membership be renewed,
seconded by CliIr Phillips, agreed by all. Action: clerk to renew membership.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Update on Community Fun Da
An update had been circulated
available.

prior to the meeting. Chase Farm have since confirmed they are
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b. Date for Carols on the Green
CMTS had enquired what date the event would be held in 2025; they have another commitment on 13"
December. They are available on the 14" December and so is the Recreation Hall. Members agreed
the event should be held on 14" December 2025.

c. Recreation Hall Booking for Carols on the Green
Clir Parker proposed payment for the Recreation Hall booking be approved, seconded by Clir Phillips,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to complete booking and make payment.

14. PLACE PLAN
a. Approval of Draft Place Plan
The updated draft plan was not available for the meeting.

b. Next Steps
A new working group will meet to review the pdf version of the plan circulated previously, in order to get

the plan completed. Action: clerk to arrange meeting.

15. DOG FOULING
a. Relocation of Litter Bin and Dog Waste Bin from Sunnycroft and Black Rock Road
Clir Fawcitt proposed that subject to permission from the landowner the dog waste bin on Black Rock
road should be moved to the verge at the junction of Main Road and Black Rock Road and the litter bin
should remain in its current location on Sunnycroft, seconded by ClIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: Clir
Parker to speak to landowner.

b. Acquisition of Dog Waste Dispensers

The clerk had circulated examples of dispensers and their cost for consideration. The budget available
is £171.87. ClIr Parker proposed that as only 2 or 3 need replacing the Cornfield Project be approached
to make new ones if the Council provides the materials, as they are currently making some for the
Cornfield, seconded by ClIr Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: Clir Parker to contact the Cornfield
Project.

16. SUDBROOK CAMP

b. Future Participation
ClIr Fawcitt proposed the Council progress with a view to taking on ownership of the Camp and chapel,
subject to insurance cover being secured, seconded by ClIr Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: Clerk to
make enquiries about insurance.

18. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. Approval of Grounds Maintenance contracts for 2025/26.

19. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
a. The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as
Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting
was declared closed at 9.00pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk
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