BN 202S =

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
WEDNESDAY 16th APRIL 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir C Carne, Clir Fawcitt(Chair), Clir B Lillie, Clir G Parker and Clir S Phillips. County Clir L Dymock attended
the meeting remotely.

Members of the Public present:
Two residents were present at the meeting.

1.

b.i

b.ii

PUBLIC MEETING

A representative of The Cornfield Project informed members that an easter egg hunt had been arranged
for Easter Sunday, and that a positive response had been received from Horan who would be providing
funds to support various projects.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Nurcombe who was on holiday and Clir Hubbard who had
another engagement.

No requests had been made for apologies of absence to be approved.

o

No interests were declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
ClIr Carne | proposed that the minutes of the March meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by
Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was confirmed that the dog bag dispensers had
been made by the Cornfield Project. Clir Parker confirmed the response to the Cardiff Regional
Transport Plan would be submitted this week.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
There is a manhole cover on Sudbrook Road just before the first crossing gate which is moving and the
surrounding road surface is cracked and sinking.

The planned roadworks on Crick Road, from the Elderwood development to Treetops, have been
delayed.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body
There was nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Grou
The next meeting will be held on 3 July 2025 at 11am.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The clerk attended the meeting on 3™ April 2025. Presentations were given by Warm Wales and
Catherine Foukes MP.

A meeting has been arranged with the Living Levels Project for Councils in the Severnside area to look
at future plans for the area in light of the £451,000 Heritage Lottery grant that has been secured. The
meeting will take place remotely,)at 7pm on 15th May 2025.
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b.iii

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

9.

10.

11.

A training bursary is available in 2025/26 which councillors are encouraged to take advantage of.

A number of Guidance and Development Notes have been produced by One Voice Wales (OVW) which
councillors are encouraged to familiarise themselves with.

The National Executive Committee will meet in September, and it is recommended that all Councils be
represented. The National Conference will be held on 1%t October 2025 and again all Councils should
be represented there.

A reminder was given that the Section 6 Biodiversity Report is due by the end of 2025.
Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

Clir Nurcombe was not present.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee

ClIr Lillie attended the meeting on 2nd April 2025. Concerns were raised that the Community Fun Day
and Fun Run were on the same day as the Armed Forces Day being held at Caldicot Castle. Clir Lillie
explained that the Council was not aware of the event at the Castle when the community events were
arranged and it was not possible to change the date. The committee are looking to upgrade the lighting
in the Church Hall, so will be submitting a grant application for the Oak Grove Community funds.

The Cornfield Project Committee
There was nothing further to report.

Severnside Area Committee

ClIr Carne attended the meeting on 3™ April 2025 and gave the following updates:

e The planned works on Woodstock Way in Caldicot are progressing.

e A banking hub is hoped to be established.

e It had been confirmed that the army training centre would remain in Chepstow, so the planned
move to Caerwent will not happen.

e A proposal for 700 houses on the Caldicot East/ Portskewett West development site has been put
forward, with 50% being affordable housing.

e Caldicot and Magor Placemaking Plans are progressing.

Six planning applications for solar farms on the Gwent Levels are being submitted, one of which will
be nationally decided due to the size of it.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock briefed members on the following matters:
e Clir Dymock will be meeting with Redrow representatives on 17" April 2025 to seek resolution of
outstanding issues.
e Clir Dymock is lobbying against the decision to contract with a national care provider for services
locally. If flaws in service provision are identified a review will be carried out.
There are trees on Crick Road that need attention, which Clir Dymock has reported.
Clir Dymock confirmed the planned work on Crick Road had been delayed.
A resident had contacted Clir Dymock regarding the Council litter bin on Sunnycroft. It was
explained that a thorough review had already been carried out and a determination had been
minuted at the March meeting, which could not be changed now. Clir Dymock will respond to the
resident and suggest they contact Environmental Health if they wish to pursue the matter further.

CORRESPONDENCE
There were no matters requiring consideration.

PLANNING
Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to members and was duly noted.

Planning Application DM/2025/00379
The application related to Land to the North of 29 Main Road, Portskewett, and was for the erection of a
detached single storey dwelling with integral garage, small curtilage buildings, new driveway paths,
landscaping and minor alterations|to existing access. Councillors raised no objections to the application.
Clir Phillips proposed the application be recommended for approval, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by
all. Action: clerk to submit response.
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12.

13.

Chairman’s Signature

FINANCE

. New Minimum Wage Rate from 1%t April 2025

The Minimum Wage Rate increased to £12.21 from 1%t April 2025. The salary budget for 2025/26 was
set based on the new rate. Clir Phillips proposed payment of the new rate be approved for the Village
Caretaker, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to update the payroll.

. Pension Contributions Payments for 2025/26

A pensions payment schedule had been circulated to members for consideration. The Employer's
contribution rate will remain at 21.1% in 2025/26. The budget for Employer’s contributions is £2,831 and
currently the anticipated cost is £2,742.60. ClIr Lillie proposed the payments schedule be approved,
seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all.

. April Pink Paper

The pink paper for April had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Carne proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,572.15
Torfaen CBC - Pension contributions 288.13
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 282.09
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection April Inv.2013) 352.80
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall March Inv. 586) 30.00
Monmouthshire County Council (PSPO Signs 2 x Dogs on Lead Inv. 70255373) 28.20
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.3.25 to 31.3.25 Statement 095) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £4,246.29, Deposit Account £18,632.30.
Action: clerk to set up payments.

. Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations

Clir Fawcitt had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and found everything in order.

. Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 12 months ending 315t March 2025

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. The increase in year-end
reserves is attributable to income from the Bonfire Night event and significant underspends on the
following budgets:

e Dog Bin Purchase and Waste Collection — one pre-used additional bin installed in January 2025.

e Councillors’ Allowances — mandatory allowances were declined.

¢ Information Technology — no significant expenditure was incurred.

Clir Fawcitt proposed the report be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to publish on website.

Unaudited Accounts for 2024/25
The unaudited accounts had been circulated for consideration prior to the meeting. No issues were
raised.

Meeting of the Audit Committee

The audit committee are required to carry out the review of internal control prior to completion of the
Annual Return at the May meeting. It was suggested the Audit Committee meet on 30t April 2025 at
10am. Action: clerk to confirm date and time and publish agenda.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Final Arrangements for the 80" Anniversary of VE Day

The flags are to be raised at 9am on the 8" May 2025. The beacon will be set up on the day and will be
removed the following morning. Action: All Councillors to meet onsite at 9pm to marshal the event.

Update on Community Fun Day and Cornfield Fun Run
Confirmation has been received from the local representatives that St John Ambulance Cymru will
provide first aid cover for the event. The After School Club have confirmed they will run the BBQ and
have a Tombola stall. )
It was confirmed that the Fun R;]\n will start in Harold’s Field and end in the Cornfield.
Clir Parker will be the emergbndy contact and event controller on the day.
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14. PLACE PLAN
a. Update on Draft Place Plan
Councillors Carne, Lillie and Fawcitt met on 8™ April 2025 to review the draft plan and identify the
updates required. Clir Lillie has been updating the document and noted that reproducing the charts will
be time consuming. Action: Clir Lillie to finish updating the Place Plan.

b. Next Steps
Action: clerk to agenda approval of the Place Plan for the May meeting.

15. DOG FOULING
a. Relocation of Dog Waste Bin on Black Rock Road
The owner of the proposed location had not given permission for the dog waste bin to be sited on their
land. Clir Parker proposed a second litter bin be installed at the entrance to the footpath between
Sunnycroft and Laburnum Terrace, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all.

16. SUDBROOK CAMP
a. Update from Cadw
An update from Cadw had been circulated prior to the meeting. A follow up meeting had been arranged
for the 30" April 2025. Action: Clirs Parker and Fawcitt to meet with Cadw.

b. Update on Insurance
The Council’s broker has been asked to establish what the position would be regarding insurance on the

Chapel and Camp. They have confirmed that whilst any work was being carried out on the Chapel it
should be covered by the contractor’s insurance. They have asked for photographs of the Camp and
Chapel, and to see the plans for the work to be undertaken, before they can provide a further response.
Action: Clerk to forward photographs and plan to insurers.

17. REPAIR OF PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
a. Options for Repairing the Climbing Net on the Multi-slide
The clerk had been informed by Playdale that the climbing net was designed so that individual ropes
could be replaced. Photographs had been forwarded to them as requested to identify exactly what was

required. A quote had been requested.

b. Award of Contract for the Repair
Deferred.

18. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 2025/26
a. Award of Contract for Stowball Common and Harold'’s Field

Quotes had been sought from the approved list of contractors who tendered for the 2024/25 contract.
Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) quoted £2,354.68 for two cuts a year and Mm Garden Services
and Fencing quoted £1,000 for the same. The budget for 2025/26 is £546. Clir Parker proposed the
contract be awarded to MM Garden Services with the shortfall in budget being met from the Unidentifiea
Services Contingency budget, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify
contractors.

b. Approval of Draft Contracts
Monmouthshire County Council's (MCC) cost for cutting the Village Green and The Quest in 2025/26 is
£2,857.82 plus VAT. The budget is £2,842. Clir Phillips proposed the MCC contract be renewed with
the shortfall in budget being met from the Unidentified Services Contingency budget and the draft
contracts be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to forward contracts to
contractors.

19. APPOINTMENT OF A HEALTH AND SAFETY OFFICER
Clir Phillips proposed Clir Parker be appointed as the Council’s Health and Safety officer, seconded by
Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. :
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20. REVIEW OF DOCUMENTS
a. Review of 2024/25 Annual Plan
The following updates were agreed for the 2025/26 Annual Plan:
e To provide a sixth defibrillator to be located in the vicinity of the Elderwood development.
Donations towards the cost to be collected at the Community Fun Day.
e To obtain Monmouthshire County Council’'s agreement to the Place Plan.
Action: clerk to draft 2025/26 Annual Plan and agenda for approval in May.

b. Assign Reviews of Council Policies and Procedures
i Complaints Procedure - The Council previously adopted the One Voice Wales Model Resolution

Protocol and no updates had been received.
i Freedom of Information Policy - Action: Clir Carne to review.
i Data Protection Policy - Action: Clir Lillie to review.
iv. Press/Media Policy - Action: Clir Holley to review.
v Social Media Policy - Action: Clir Holley to review

21. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. Grant application from St Mary’s Church.
Section 6 Biodiversity Plan.

22. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
a. The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the Annual Meeting as
Wednesday 21°* May 2025 at 6.30pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall to be followed by
the May Ordinary meeting at 7.00pm. The meeting was declared closed at 8.45 pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk
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