MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
WEDNESDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir Carne, Clir Fawcitt, Clir B Lillie (Chair), Clir G Parker and Clir H Wilsher. Clir J Adams, Clir P Nurcombe
and County ClIr L Dymock attended remotely.

Members of the Public present:
Mr S Phillips.

1.

PUBLIC MEETING

A resident had raised serious concerns regarding the speeds that vehicles are travelling along Main
Road, especially in the vicinity of the Premiere shop. The resident was informed that the council was
aware of the issue however the police had carried out a number of speed checks in the village and
found only a small number of vehicles to be travelling just above the limit. The police advised ringing
101 or submitting evidence of speeding vehicles to them.

A resident had raised concerns regarding the excessive amount of dog waste left along the entire length
of the coastal path between Sudbrook and Black Rock. The resident acknowledged the signage in
place and that dog waste bins had been provided. Members are aware of the ongoing issue with dog
fouling, and it was suggested that a reminder to raise awareness of the requirements to clean up after
your dog be published on the Facebook page and website.

Clir Dymock reported she had received complaints about the same issue along the Active Travel route
and asked whether a dog waste bin could be provided at the Portskewett end of the route, near the
bottom of the access ramp. It was agreed that the clerk would contact Monmouthshire County Council
(MCC) to establish whether vehicle access could be given to the contractor who would empty the bin.

A resident had raised concerns that despite the newly installed dog bin on Black Rock road, the litter bin
at the top of Sunnycroft was still being filled up with dog waste. It was suggested that the litter bin and
dog waste bin be moved to the verge adjacent to the bus stop at the junction of Black Rock Road and
Main Road. This will be considered at the March meeting.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir N Hubbard.

No requests had been made for apologies of absence to be approved.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
ClIr Parker proposed that the minutes of the January meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by ClIr Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The clerk informed members that Lloyds Bank had
now provided written confirmation that the invoice received for bank charges did not need to be paid.

Clir Fawcitt joined the meeting at this point.

7.

Chairman’s Signature

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
A number of the dog bag dispensers have deteriorated and need to be replaced.

The Active Travel Route is beingfuse

|as a speedway for motorbikes in the evenings.
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b.i

b.ii

b.iii

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

10.

Chairman’s Signature

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne informed members that the school received an excellent Estyn report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
The next meeting will take place on 20" March 2025.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will take place on 3™ April 2025 at 7pm at Usk Council Offices.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

Clir Nurcombe reported that the back door was due to be replaced soon, and he asked when the
soundproofing work was going to be carried out. Clir Fawcitt confirmed Saturday the 15t March as the
agreed date.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
The meeting due to be held on 5" February 2025 did not take place.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie reported that the chair of the committee had given apologies for not being able to attend the

Council meeting due to the change of date, but had confirmed the 28" June was suitable for them for
the joint event.

Severnside Area Committee

No meetings had been held. Clir Nurcombe asked whether the Council was intending to participate in
the Severn Estuary Spring Clean Event. It was suggested that the Council arrange a litter pick along the
Coastal path from Black Rock to the Pill. Action: clerk to confirm dates.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock briefed members on the following matters:

Following Clir Dymocks visits to ARW School she has received correspondence from the pupils and is
currently responding to them.

Residents had raised concerns regarding MCC's proposal to source care provision from a nationwide
care provider. Lougher Homecare are a local company currently providing care services in the area and
Clir Dymock is lobbying MCC to try and prevent care provision being moved to a nationwide provider.

Residents of St Mary’s Place in Portskewett have asked for lifts to be installed to ease access to the
upstairs flats. Clir Dymock is working with MCC officers to establish the feasibility of installing lifts.

Clir Dymock had received complaints from residents that the contents of their recycling bags are being
scrutinized when collected and then sometimes not taken. Clir Dymock suggested measures to make
the recycling requirements clearer to residents.

The Revised Local Development Plan will go to the Place Scrutiny Committee meeting on 5" June 2025:

The MCC 2025/26 Budget Consultation closes on 22" February 2025 and Clir Dymock urged members
to respond if they hadn'’t already done so.

As a consequence of vehicles speeding from the Mitel roundabout into Portskewett village MCC are
looking to move the Speed Indicator Device and signs nearer to the roundabout.

Following the recent announcement that Together Works in Caldicot may have to close, Gwent
Association of Voluntary Organisations (GAVO) are working with MCC to provide funding to support
continuation of the valuable services available at Together Works. MCC have pledged to keep the
building available for public use.

PLANNING
Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
No planning applications had been approved or refused by Monmouthshire County Council (MCC).
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11.  FINANCE
a. February Pink Paper _ _
The pink paper for February had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Parker proposed the

following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Wilsher, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,652.17
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 288.13
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 191.22
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection February Inv.1963) 345.60
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of room January Inv. 553) 24.00
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of hall for Fun Day Inv. 542) 75.00
Monmouthshire County Council (1.5 boxes dog bags and 2 dog waste bins Inv. 70251640) 280.55
Tayman Fencing (2 cuts of Harold’s Field and Stowball Common in 2024 Inv. 007) 530.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.1.25 to 31.1.25 Statement 093) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £11,053.11, Deposit Account £18,515.73, Grant Account £0 (closed).
Action: clerk to make payments.

b. Internal Audit Contract 2025/26
Mr Murphy had indicated he would be willing to continue as Internal Auditor for the Council for the
2025/26 financial year; the fee would increase to £300. Clir Carne proposed the revised contract be
approved, seconded by ClIr Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to forward contract documentation
to Mr Murphy.

12. COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. 2025 Community Fun Day
I. The Recreation Hall was not available on the 5" July 2025 so a revised date of 28t" June 2025 was

agreed and the booking made. The cost of hiring the hall from 12pm to 5pm is £75.
Il. The following estimates had been received:

e St John Ambulance Cymru — first aid provision (based on previous year as no estimate yet) £130.00
¢ Rockbox Roadshow — provision of DJ £200.00
e Funtime Bounce - for Rodeo Ride and operator (with raincheck option. £754.50 without) £905.40
e RPM Display — provision of bike displays £1,600.00

The budget for the event is £3,285.

Following discussion members agreed that it would not be possible to rearrange the event if it were to
be rained off, therefore the raincheck option for the Rodeo Ride would be of no benefit. Councillors felt
that what RPM Display could provide would bring a new interest to the event, however it was agreed
that four 25 minute displays would take up too much of the event. Clir Fawcitt proposed a budget of
£1,600 be set for the provision of the Slackline School and two displays, seconded by ClIr Lillie, agreed
by all. Action: clerk to establish the cost of the Slackline School and two displays.

lll. Clir Parker proposed the clerk be authorised to make the following bookings and deposit payments
where required, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all:
e Rockbox Roadshow
e Funtime Bounce - Surf board rodeo ride without raincheck
Action: clerk to make bookings and pay deposits.

IV. A Temporary Event Notice and Block Day Street Trading License will be required for the event, the cost
of which are £21 and £149 respectively. Clir Carne proposed the clerk be authorised to submit the
applications and make the payments, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit
applications and pay deposit.

A meeting of the events working group was arranged for 6" March at 7pm at the Portskewett Inn. The
chair will notify the Cornfield Project.

13. PLACE PLAN

a. Update on Progress with Revised Draft Plan ~
Action: Clir Adams and Clir Lillie to complete draft plan by 315t March 2025 as previously agreed

Chairman’s Signature ....... NV XM Page 3 of 4



14.

15.

16.

17

Mrs B Young
Clerk

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 2025/26

Correspondence from Tayman Fencing

The contractor had indicated that they would be happy to continue with cutting Stowball Common twice
a year at a cost of £90 per cut, however Harold’s Field had proved problematical for a number of
reasons so they would only be willing to do one cut a year in October at a cost of £390, this would result
in a total contract cost of £570. The budget for 2025/26 is £546.

Monmouthshire County Council had provided a quote for two cuts a year of both areas, the total cost of
which would be £2,354.68. MM Garden Services had also provided a quote for two cuts a year of both
areas, and the total cost would be £1,000. Members agreed two cuts a year were necessary for
Harold’s Field to be maintained properly. Clir Parker proposed an alternative contractor to Tayman
Fencing be employed, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify Tayman Fencing.

Review of Contract with Monmouthshire County Council
Monmouthshire County Council had not yet informed the Council of the 2025/26 charge for grounds

maintenance of The Quest and The Village Green.

SUDBROOK CAMP

Update from Cadw

The clerk had received an update from Cadw with regard to the future of Sudbrook Camp and Chapel.
The Cadw officer had met with representatives from Redrow and the Living Levels Project to discuss
future options available, a summary of which had been circulated to members. Cadw are seeking to
arrange a meeting with the Council, a representative from the Living Levels Project and possibly
Monmouthshire County Council, to explore the options further.

Response to Cadw
Members agreed that concerns raised previously in respect of available funding and insurance

requirements were still valid but were keen to explore the options available to retain Sudbrook Camp
and Chapel within the community. Clir Parker proposed a meeting be arranged with

representatives from the Council, Cadw and the Living Levels Project, seconded by ClIr Fawcitt,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify Cadw.

DOG WASTE COLLECTION SERVICES 2025/26

Merlin Environmental Services Ltd had previously informed the Council that the price per bin per empty
would increase to £7.35 from 1t April 2025. This would result in a cost to the Council of £3,822 for the
year, excluding VAT. The budget for 2025/26 is £3,822. Clir Lillie proposed the contract be renewed,
seconded by ClIr Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to forward signed contract to the contractor.

COUNCILLOR VACANCY — SUDBROOK WARD

Update on Published Vacancy Notice
Monmouthshire County Council Democratic Services had received no requests for an election, therefo

the Council may fill the vacancy by co-option.

The clerk had received an expression of interest in becoming a councillor from a resident. Members
agreed that as there had been no response to the County Council notice, the vacancy would not be
readvertised. Clir Nurcombe proposed the resident be invited to forward a short resume and attend an
informal interview with Clir Carne and ClIr Fawcitt, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: Clir
Fawcitt to arrange interview.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No items were raised.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as
Wednesday 19th March 2025 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting
was declared closed at 8.45 pm.
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