MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 21st JANUARY 2025

Councillors Present:
Clir J Adams, Clir B Lillie (Chair), Clir P Nurcombe, Clir G Parker and Clir T Fawcitt, Clir P Holley, Clir N
Hubbard attended remotely.

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

1.

Chairman’s Signature

PUBLIC MEETING

A resident had raised concerns in respect of the litter bin at the top of Sunnycroft near the junction with
Black Rock Road. The litter bin is being used for dog waste and therefore emits a bad smell. Clir
Fawcitt had spoken with the resident previously and informed them that a dog waste bin was about to be
installed by the railway bridge on Black Rock road, the resident still had concerns that the litter bin would
continue to be used for dog waste. The litter bin is attached to a lamp post located in the middle of a
narrow pavement, when vehicles park adjacent to the pavement anyone with a pram or pushchair
cannot pass through and they have to walk around the vehicle(s) on the carriageway. In light of these
two issues the resident requested the litter bin be removed.

Whilst pedestrian safety is obviously a concern councillors believe a pram or pushchair would not be
able to pass between the lamp post and a parked vehicle if the litter bin was removed. As the bin was
originally installed at the request of residents Councillors agreed to proceed with the plan to monitor the
use of the litter bin once the dog waste bin has been installed and then review the situation.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed, with the clerk recording the remote attendees.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Carne who was out of the country.

No requests had been made for apologies of absence to be approved.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No interests were declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Nurcombe proposed that the minutes of the December meeting be accepted as a true record,
seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)

Clir Parker had reported issues with the stone wall bordering the disused railway line in Sudbrook.

A mattress and bed had been dumped on the bend in the road leading to Sudbrook Camp.
There is a large pot hole on the junction of Main road and Sudbrook road.

A request was made to obtain an update from Redrow as to when the Mill Meadows site would be
completed and adopted by Monmouthshire County Council (MCC), and to establish what will happen to
Sudbrook Camp.

There are numerous pot holes along the length of Middle Road, Leechpool.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body

ClIr Carne was not present. /_\’/— \
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Chairman’s Signature //L//f\ ........

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
The next meeting will take place on 20%" March 2025.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
An officer from Gwent Police gave a presentation on the work that had been carried out to combat

various crimes within the Newport area and which had a positive outcome.
Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

Clir Nurcombe informed members that a new contract for the supply of gas had been negotiated which
was expected to reduce the cost by around 50%.

The Chair had spoken to the contractor due to soundproof the committee room partition. Work could not
commence until after Christmas due to bookings, so the contractor is waiting to be advised of a start
date. Action: clerk to write to the Chair of the Recreation Hall committee and ask when the work
will be carried out, and advise that if it is not completed the grant funding will need to be
returned.

Clir Holley informed the meeting that an audit of the food safety management system needs to be
completed by 315t March 2025. Action: Clir Holley to notify the Chair of the Recreation Hall
committee.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
No meetings had been held. Action: clerk to establish the date of the next meeting.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie attended the meeting held on 20" January 2025.

The committee sought confirmation that a combined event with the Council would be held in 2025.

The committee asked whether the Council could supply them with dog waste bags as they were looking
to install bag dispensers, and whether the Council would consider providing a dog warden. The Council
had advertised for volunteer dog wardens previously and had no response, so members agreed the
Cornfield Project should seek to find a dog warden if they felt it necessary, and agreed to provide dog
waste bags. Action: clerk to advise the Chair of the Cornfield Project of the responses.

Severnside Area Committee
A meeting was held on 9th January 2025. The minutes had not yet been received.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock was not present.

CORRESPONDENCE

Covid-19 Day of Reflection 2025

The UK Government had determined the 2025 Covid-19 Day of reflection will take place on Sunday 9%
March. This was duly noted.

Government Consultation on Reforms to the Compulsory Purchase Process and Compensation Rules
Clir Lillie proposed members submit individual responses, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all.

Action: All Councillors.

Councillor Resignation
Clir Perry submitted his resignation from the Council on 2" January 2025. The clerk had notified

Monmouthshire County Council’'s (MCC) Democratic Services and the required vacancy notice was
published on 10" January 2025. If ten requests for an election have not been received by 30" January
2025 the Council may fill the vacancy by co-option.

PLANNING
Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

Planning Application DM/2024/01558
The application related to Portskewett House, Main Road, Portskewett and was for planning permission
to convert the house to two separate dwellings with associated works.
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Councillors raised no objections to the application as they felt the main impact from the development
would be vehicle movements, which would be of a reasonable level. Clir Parker proposed the
application be approved, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response.

Planning Application DM/2024/01560
The application related to Portskewett House, Main Road, Portskewett and was for planning permission
to provide 3 new houses in the grounds of Portskewett House with associated works.

Whilst members agreed that the grounds could accommodate the proposed development, there were
serious concerns raised relating to the impact of traffic movements from three additional dwellings given
the entrance is on a blind bend on a doubleheader bus route and a road junction in close proximity.
Members felt the issue needs careful consideration by the planning department before a decision is
made, and believe double yellow lines would need to be installed on both sides of the road from the
Premier Store to beyond the Portskewett Inn.

CliIr Parker proposed the application be refused on the grounds of the traffic concerns, seconded by Clir
Fawcitt. A vote was taken by a show of hands, four members voted in favour of the recommended
refusal and three dissented. Action: clerk to submit response.

FINANCE

. January Pink Paper

The pink paper for January had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Lillie proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all:

: £'s
Salaries 1,552.37
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 288.13
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 191.02
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection January Inv.1938) 276.48
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of room December Inv. 529) 24.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.12.24 to 31.12.24 Statement 092) 6.00

Balances held: Current Account £14,380.99, Deposit Account £18,515.73, and Grant Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

. Closure of Lloyds Bank Account

Monmouthshire County Council’s legal department had confirmed that the Council’'s current account
could be used to receive payment of the Oak Grove grant funding as long as an audit trail of receipts
and payments would be available. Clir Parker proposed the clerk be authorised to close the Lloyds
Treasurer’s account, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to request the account
be closed.

Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
ClIr Fawcitt had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and found everything in order.

. Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 9 months ending 31st December 2024

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Councillors raised no questions.
Action: clerk to publish on website.

Estimates for a Replacement Laptop

The clerk had informed members that the laptop needed a new battery as it was not holding the charge.
It had not been possible to source a new replacement battery, possibly due to the age of the laptop.
Clir Adams proposed the clerk should obtain 3 estimates for a replacement laptop, seconded by Clir
Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to liaise with Clir Holley and obtain estimates.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

80th Anniversary of VE Day

The Council had previously agreed to mark the anniversary by lighting a beacon and raising a VE day
flag. Clir Nurcombe proposed a budget of £50 be approved to purchase two 36” x 21” flags, funded
from the Community Fun Day and Other Events budget, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by alll.
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b. 2025 Community Fun Day
The Cornfield Project are keen to hold a joint event in 2025 as it will be the 10" anniversary of their
annual fun run. They would be happy for the event to take place in June or July. Members agreed they
would be happy for the Council’s Community Fun Day and the Cornfield Project Fun Run to take place
simultaneously, however both organisations would need to organise their part of the event separately to
meet insurance and licensing requirements.

Clir Parker proposed the events be held on Saturday 5" July 2025, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to establish availability of the Recreation Hall, Clir Lillie to liaise with the Chair of
the Cornfield Project and invite them to attend the February council meeting.

14. PLACE PLAN

a. Update on Progress with Revised Draft Plan
Action: Clir Adams and Clir Lillie to meet to progress work in February.

15. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. 2025/26 Internal Audit contract.
2025/26 Grounds Maintenance contracts.

16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
a. The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday

18th February 2025 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 8.10 pm. )

Mrs B Young
Clerk
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