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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD REMOTELY VIA TEAMS  

TUESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2024 

 

Councillors Present:   
Cllr C Carne, Cllr T Fawcitt, Cllr P Holley, Cllr N Hubbard, Cllr B Lillie (Chair), Cllr P Nurcombe, Cllr G Parker.   

Members of the Public present: 
No members of the public were present. 
 
1. PUBLIC MEETING 

Correspondence had been received from a resident in respect of Monmouthshire County Council’s 
(MCC) consultation on the Deposit Replacement Local Development Plan (RLDP).  The resident 
expressed their concerns in relation to the proposed Caldicot East Development and its potential impact. 

Members concurred that the concerns raised were the same as those held by the Council, which would 
be expressed in the Council’s response to the consultation.  

 
2.       SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
          The clerk recorded attendance due to the meeting being held remotely. 
            
3.       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
   Apologies had been received from Cllr Perry, Cllr Adams and Cllr Wilsher.  
 
4.       DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
          Cllr Parker declared an interest in agenda item 11.c as he is the landowner. 
 
5.       MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

a.     Cllr Nurcombe proposed that the minutes of the October meeting be accepted as a true record,  
       seconded by Cllr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.  

 
6.       CLERK’S REPORT  
  a.     The report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  There were no further updates. 
 
7.       ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED) 
    Concerns had been raised by residents in respect of 20 Station Road.  Councillors agreed that no action  
    could be taken by the Community Council. 
 
8.       REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES  
  a.     ARW School Governing Body 
     Cllr Carne had nothing to report. 

  b.i    Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group 
      The next meeting will take place on 20th March 2025. 

  b.ii   One Voice Wales – Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee 
     The Clerk attended the meeting on 24th October 2024.  A reminder was given that free training places 
     are still available. 

     A number of guidance notes have been prepared – Code of Conduct, Attendance at meetings and  
     Terms of Reference for Council meetings, these have been circulated. 

     OVW will be responding to the Inquiry into the role, governance and accountability of the Town &  
     Community Council sector and urged councils to respond. 

     Information had been shared in respect of the Cost of Living Crisis, detailing initiatives that councils 
     could undertake.  Smaller councils were encouraged to produce a leaflet signposting what is available in 
     their area, and what help can be accessed. The information can also be published on the Council’s    
     website.  It was agreed that the information should be collated and put on the website.  
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  b.iii  Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH) 
      Cllr Nurcombe reported that volunteers had gone to a lot of effort to put on a Halloween event and  
     approximately 30 children attended.  A pre-loved sale had also been held and went down well. 

  b.iv  Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee 
      The next meeting will be held on 20th November 2024 at 6pm.  Cllr Lillie is not able to attend, Cllr Carne 
     offered to represent the Council. 

  b.v   The Cornfield Project Committee 
          Cllr Lillie tried to join the meeting on 21st October 2024 remotely, but the meeting link did not work. 

  b.vi  Severnside Area Committee 
          No meetings had been held. 
 
9.       DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
  a.     Cllr Dymock was not present to report.  
 
10.   CORRESPONDENCE 
    a.   Correspondence from Lloyds Bank  
    Notification had been received that the existing Treasurers Account would be changed to a Community 
    Account on 14th January 2025.  An Account Maintenance Fee of £4.25 per month will be payable along 
          with day to day banking charges.  The charges will be invoiced monthly and payment taken 18 days 
          later.  Cheque payments will be charged at 50p per cheque.  The estimated cost to the Council per year  
    would be £53.50.  The following options were suggested: 

 Ask Monmouthshire County Council if the Council’s ordinary current account could be used to 
receive the funds, as a full audit trail of income and expenditure would be available. 

 Open a third account with the Council’s main bank.  The estimated cost per year would be £6.00. 
 Ask Monmouthshire County Council to make the grant payments directly to the beneficiaries. 

    Cllr Fawcitt proposed Monmouthshire County Council be asked if the Council’s ordinary current account  
    could be used to receive the funds, seconded by Cllr Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to write to 
    MCC. 

    b.   MCC Consultation on the Deposit Replacement Local Development Plan  
  Councillors reiterated their concerns raised previously in respect of the proposed Caldicot East  
  development: 

 The location and size of the proposed development is akin to that of a new settlement, it is not an 
     extension of an existing one and plans should therefore provide for the necessary infrastructure to 
     support it. 

 The proposed development is located within the Portskewett boundary, and this should be 
recognised in the name by which it is referred to.  By referring to the development as Caldicot East it  
implies that the development is an extension of Caldicot, which is not the case.   

 The development would result in the loss of valuable agricultural land.   
 The Nedern is already flooding regularly in bad weather as a consequence of other new 

developments, so another large development in the proposed location would only exacerbate the 
problem.  

 Woodlands and wetlands should be protected. 
 Infrastructure in the locality is not sufficient to support a development of this size i.e. doctors, 

dentists, shops and such like. 
 The proposed site is not on a public transport route. 
 There are no existing safe routes to other settlements in the locality. 
 Although a new school is proposed which would encompass pupils from Portskewett and Sudbrook, 
     there is no safe route to the proposed location.  

 Cllr Fawcitt proposed the Council’s response to the consultation be submitted based on the concerns 
 above, seconded by Cllr Parker, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to submit response. 

    c.   One Voice Wales – Cost of Living and Crisis Support 
       The information received on a grant available to provide warm hubs had been forwarded to the Chair of 
    Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall. 
 



 

Chairman’s Signature ………………………………………………….  Page 3 of 5 
 

    d.   Consultation on Legislation (Procedure, Publication and Repeals) (Wales) Bill 
    The Bill, if approved, would bring together and formalise procedural arrangements for making Welsh  
    subordinate legislation and the requirements for publishing Acts of Senedd Cymru and Welsh statutory 
          instruments and other subordinate legislation; and would improve accessibility of Welsh Law by 
    repealing and amending Welsh provisions and enactments that are no longer practical or of benefit. 
    The consultation is looking for written evidence to inform the work.  The consultation was noted. 

    e.   Extension of Closure of Footpath 8 
    The Council had been informed that Welsh Government had granted permission for an extension of the 
    closure on the grounds that “the extension appears to be one of necessity due to the public safety 
    concerns”.   

    Whilst members were mindful of the safety issue, they concurred that extending the closure was not  
    rectifying the underlying problem, and believe that resolution should be enforced rather than allowing the 
    problem to continue by extending the closure of the footpath, which was well used when open to the 
    public.  Cllr Parker proposed this be submitted as the response to MCC, seconded by Cllr Lillie, agreed 
    by all.  Action: clerk to submit response. 

     f.   Consultation on the South East Wales Strategic Development Plan Draft Delivery Agreement 
    The Cardiff Capita Region Joint Committee are developing a Strategic Development Plan (SDP) for the 
    region.  The SDP will function as a link between the National Plan for Wales and Local Development  
    Plans to ensure coherence and alignment with broader regional and national objectives. 

    Members agreed that additional layers confuse an issue rather than improving it.  Cllr Parker proposed 
    No response be submitted, seconded by Cllr Lillie, agreed by all.  

    g.   Welsh Government Survey on Climate Change in Wales 
          Welsh Government has commissioned an assessment of public engagement on climate change across 
    Wales.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed members complete the survey as individuals if they want to, seconded by 
    Cllr Lillie, agreed by all.  
 
11.    PLANNING 
    a.   Response Submitted in Respect of Planning Application DM/2024/01188 
    Members raised serious concerns with regard to parking and pedestrian safety issues as a result of the 
          residential aspect of the proposed development.  Support was expressed for development of the shop 
          which provides a vital service for the community.  Planners were asked to give careful consideration to  
          the concerns raised in relation to parking access for the proposed flats.   

    b.   Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council 
    A schedule had been circulated to councillors.  This was duly noted. 

    c.   Planning Application DM/2024/01298 
    The application related to Land at Southbrook Farm, Sudbrook, and was for planning permission to   
          construct a new gas governor pressure reduction kiosk, boiler and electrical kiosk and associated works. 
    Councillors raised no objections to the application.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed the application be approved,  
          seconded by Cllr Lillie, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to submit response. 
 
12.     FINANCE 
    a.   November Pink Paper 
          The pink paper for November had been circulated for councillors’ consideration.  Cllr Parker proposed 
     the following payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Holley, agreed by all:  
                                                   £’s 
    Salaries                           1,506.03            
    Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions            271.11  
          HMRC – NIC and PAYE       168.07 
          Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection November Inv.1888)     276.48 
          Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Room hire October Inv. 501)  24.00 
    Monmouthshire County Council (Grounds Maintenance contract 2024/25  Inv. 70245879) 3,310.31 
    97websites Limited (Domain Renewal 10.12.24 to 9.12.25 Inv. 12827)  18.75    
    St John Ambulance (First Aid Provision at Laser Display & BBQ event)  62.40 
    Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 1.10.24 to 31.10.24 Statement 090)  6.00 

     



 

Chairman’s Signature ………………………………………………….  Page 4 of 5 
 

    Balances held: Current Account £5,081.42, Deposit Account £19,386.89, and Grant Account £0. 
    Action: clerk to make payments.  

    b.   Implementation of the 2024/25 Local Services Pay Agreement 
          The National Association of Local Councils had confirmed the pay awards for 2024/25 had been agreed  
     and the details had been circulated to councillors. Cllr Fawcitt proposed the pay award be approved,  
     and payment of the backpay due of £349.44 be made in the December payroll, seconded by Cllr  
     Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to update payroll. 

    c.   Clerk’s Annual Pay Award 
   The annual review of the clerk’s salary was due, to be implemented from 1st December 2024 if  
   awarded.  The clerk is currently on SCP16, if SCP17 was awarded the resulting salary increase would 
   be £208 per annum. The salary budget is forecast to underspend as a result of the National Pay Award. 
   Cllr Fawcitt proposed SCP17 be awarded, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to 
   update payroll. 

    d.   Merlin Environmental Services Price Increase for 2025/26 
          Notification had been received that the 2025/26 price for dog waste collection would be £7.35 per bin  
     per week, an increase of 2%.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed the increased price be accepted, seconded by Cllr 
     Holley, agreed by all.  

    e.   Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2025/26  
          Welsh Government had issued notification that the appropriate sum for the purpose of section 137(4)(a)  
          of the Local Government Act 1972 for Community and Town Councils in Wales for the financial Year  
          2025/26 would be £11.10 per elector. This was duly noted.  
   
13.    COMMUNITY EVENTS 
    a.   Feedback on the Community Laser Display    
          Feedback from residents was positive, the laser display went down well.  The clerk had circulated a 
          briefing on the income and expenditure for the event.  Thank you letters had been sent to the volunteers 
          who helped at the event.   

     b.  2025 Laser Display  
          Cllr Lillie proposed the laser display event be held in 2025, seconded by Cllr Fawcitt, agreed by all. 

        Horizon Fireworks Ltd had confirmed they were already booked for 5th November 2025, and the Friday, 
        Saturday and Sunday nights preceding and following.  Action: clerk to confirm availability for the 
        weekdays either side of the 5th. 

 c.   Feedback on Remembrance Service 
       Chepstow choir attended the service which greatly enhanced the occasion and made it more poignant. 

 d.   Arrangements for 2025 Remembrance Service 
         Cllr Parker proposed the service be held at the usual time of 3pm in 2025, seconded by Cllr Nurcombe,  

       agreed by all.   

 e.   Risk Assessment and Emergency Plan for Carols on the Green  
        Cllr Parker will review the risk assessment and emergency plan prior to the event. 
 
14.     PLACE PLAN 
    a.   Feedback from Planning Aid Wales (PAW)  
       A representative of PAW had reviewed the draft Place Plan, and their feedback had been circulated. 

    b.   Amendments Required to the Draft Place Plan  
     The working group will review what needs to be done to finish the draft plan.  Action: Place Plan 
     working group. 

    c.   Next Steps 
    Working Group to feedback at December Council meeting. 
 
15.    STAFF APPRAISAL 
     The clerk’s annual appraisal is due in December. Action: Chair to arrange with the clerk. 
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16.    COMMUNITY AWARDS 
    a.   2024 Award Winners 
     A schedule or nominations had been circulated.  Cllr Parker proposed the winners be determined by the 
     number of nominations received, as per the schedule, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all.   

    b.   Arrangements for Presentation of the Awards 
    Cllr Parker proposed the awards be presented at 5.30pm, on 14th December at Portskewett and  
    Sudbrook recreation hall, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all.  It was suggested that a local paper be  
    invited to the award presentation. Action: clerk to write to award winners and contact local paper.  
 
17.     FIXED INCOME FOR PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS 
     Cllr Nurcombe proposed a decision be postponed until the lease has been renewed, seconded by Cllr 
     Fawcitt, agreed by all.   
 
18.    BUDGET 2025/26  
   a.   Proposed Budget for 2025/26 
      A draft budget had been circulated for consideration. The clerk briefed members on the forecast outturn 
     position for 2024/25 and summarised the methodology used in preparing the draft budget for 2025/26.  
     As a result of unplanned expenditure in 2024/25 the year end reserves are forecast to be lower than the  
     recommended minimum level.  

    b.   Determination of Amendments Required to Proposed Budget for 2025/26  
     No additional expenditure items had been identified as necessary in 2025/26.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed no 
     amendments to the proposed budget be made, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to  
     agenda for approval in December. 
 
19.    RENEWAL OF PORTSKEWETT AND SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS 
     LEASE 

a. Update from Monmouthshire County Council 
No further update had been received. 

 
20.    QUARTERLY PLAYGROUND INSPECTION REPORT 
    a.   Matters Raised in the Playground Inspection Report 
          The report identified repairs were required to a new area of the surface surrounding the roundabout 
     and to a slit in swing pod.  Cllr Parker suggested filler could be used to repair the slit in the swing pod. 
     MCC had made a previous repair to the surface surrounding the roundabout which remains in good 
          condition. 

b. Action Required 
          Cllr Parker proposed MCC be approached to do the surface repair, seconded by Cllr Fawcitt, agreed by 
      all.  Action: clerk to contact MCC.  
 
21.     ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

   No items were raised. 
 
22.     DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
    The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday 

   17th December 2024 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared  
   closed at 8.45pm.  

 

 Mrs B Young 
 Clerk 


