MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 15" OCTOBER 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir C Carne, Clir T Fawcitt (Chair), Clir B Lillie, Clir P Nurcombe, Clir G Parker, Clir P Perry.

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

1.

b.i

b.ii

b.iii

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

Chairman'’s Signature

PUBLIC MEETING
No members of the public were present, and no issues had been raised with the clerk.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Adams, Clir Holley and Clir Wilsher who was unwell.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Clir Perry declared an interest in agenda item 12.d as he had provided the Recreation Hall Committee
with a quote for the work.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Carne proposed that the minutes of the September meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by CliIr Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)

No items of concern were raised.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body
ClIr Carne had nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
The next meeting will take place on 20" March 2025.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will be held remotely on 24th October 2024. Clir Carne is unable to attend so Clir Lillie
will attend. Action: clerk to forward paper and link for the meeting.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Clir Nurcombe reported that a pre-loved items sale would be held to raise funds, and the Christmas craft
fayre and grotto would be held on 15" December 2024.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
The next meeting will be held on 20th November 2024 at 6pm. ClIr Lillie will attend.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie will attend the meeting on 21 October 2024 at 5.30pm.

Severnside Area Committee
No meetings had been held.
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10.

11.

12.
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DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR '
Clir Dymock was not present but had forwarded the following report:

The new hessian recycling bags are being rolled out on 5" December 2024 in Portskewe_tt and _
Sudbrook, and on 22™ November 2024 in Leechpool. Residents have received letters with collection
dates that contradict what has been posted online, so Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) have been

asked to clarify.

The draft Revised Local Development Plan went to the Place Committee last week. Whilst Clir Dymock
supports building houses she rejected the proposals as they promote large sites rather than spreading
development evenly across the county. The proposals aim to deliver 50% private housing and 50%
affordable homes, which means there will be no $106 funding to improve local infrastructure. The draft
RLDP will go to full council on the 24" October 2024 where it is likely to be passed, and will then go to
public consultation.

CORRESPONDENCE

Usk Valley Promotions

The proprietor of Usk Valley Promotions (UVP) had advised of their retirement on 315t October 2024.
For the last 10 years 97websites Limited have worked in partnership with UVP providing technical
support and a UK hosting platform and will continue to provide support for UVP customers.

. Welsh Government Consultation on Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024

The Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024 provides for a new consenting process that will enable the Welsh
Ministers to determine applications for significant infrastructure projects. The Act contains the framework
for the overall process, with the finer details to be prescribed in Regulations. The consultation paper
describes the finer details by setting out the whole consenting process, from the identification of projects
subject to the new regime, through to amendments to consents and revocation. Feedback to these
proposals will enable the finalisation of the Regulations. Responses required by 13" December 2024.
Action: Clir Fawcitt to submit response on behalf of the council.

Welsh Government Consultation on Welsh Government Draft Budget 2025-26

The Committees of the Welsh Parliament are seeking information to inform their scrutiny of the Welsh
Government Draft Budget 2025-26. Responses required by 29" November 2024. Action: Clir Lillie to
submit response on behalf of the council.

PLANNING
Response Submitted in Respect of Planning Application DM/2024/01105
There were no objections to the application, and it was recommended for approval.

Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

Planning Application DM/2024/01159

The application related to Ifton Hill House, Portskewett and was for planning permission for repairs,
internal alteration and sub-division of the existing properties. Councillors raised no objections to the
application. Clir Parker proposed the application be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to submit response.

Planning Application DM/2024/01160

The application related to Ifton Hill House, Portskewett, and was for Listed Building Consent Heritage
in respect of repairs, internal alteration and sub-division of the existing properties. Councillors raised
no objections to the application. Clir Carne proposed the application be approved, seconded by Clir
Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response.

FINANCE

. October Pink Paper

The pink paper for October had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. ClIr Parker proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,506.23
Torfaen CBC - Pension cgntributions 271.11
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13.

14.

Chairman’s Signature

HMRC — NIC and PAYE 167.87

Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection October Inv.1863) 276.48
Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Room hire September Inv. 485) 24.00
Horizon Fireworks Ltd (Laser Display balance of payment Inv. D24018b) 3010.00
Lloyds Multipay Card Payment (October) 80.94
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 4.9.24 to 30.9.24 Statement 089) 5.40

Balances held: Current Account £10,460.57, Deposit Account £19,386.89, and Grant Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
Clir Fawcitt had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and found everything in order.

Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 6 months ending 30" September 2024
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Councillors raised no questions.

Clir Parker proposed the report be accepted, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to
publish on website.

Determine Award of Grant to Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall

An application for a grant had been received from Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall to
soundproof the committee room so it could be utilised when the main hall is being used, three quotes
had been obtained. The remaining grant budget is £800. Clir Parker proposed a grant of £1,240.32 be
approved, funding the £400.32 shortfall in the budget from the unidentified services contingency fund,
seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the applicant and make payment.

Determine Award of Oak Grove Fund Grant

An application for a grant of £1,400 had been received from Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall
to replace the external kitchen door. The remaining grant budget is £1,270. Clir Parker proposed a
grant of £1,270 be approved, seconded by ClIr Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the
applicant and make payment.

97websites Limited Direct Debit Payment

97websites Lid requested payment for their services be made monthly by direct debit, at a cost of £31
per month including VAT. Clir Lillie proposed the direct debit payment be approved, seconded by
Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to complete direct debit form.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

. Update on the Community Laser Display

The clerk had circulated a briefing from the working group meeting held on 19" September 2024.
The Good Stuff refreshments wagon had confirmed they could attend and provide hot and cold drinks,
cakes etc.

There had been no response to the request published for volunteers to help at the event. A minimum of
13 persons would be needed to man the event. Action: Chair, Vice Chair and clerk to contact
potential volunteers.

Craft Supplies for the Carols on the Green Event

Mrs Adams had confirmed availability for the lantern making. She advised increasing craft supplies to
allow for 100 participants based on the previous year, the cost of which would be £84.89. Clir Lillie
proposed the order for craft supplies be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk
to place order.

PSPO ON DOG CONTROLS IN MONMOUTHSHIRE

Determine Need for Amendment to the Public Spaces Protection Order in Respect of Portskewett and
Sudbrook Recreation Hall Playing Field

The Chair of the Recreation Hall Committee had confirmed that the incidence of dog fouling had
improved since the new signs had been installed. Clir Parker proposed the PSPO should not be
amended, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify Huw Owen.

Determine Signs Required for Areas Covered by the PSPO
Monmouthshire County Council had asked for a list of locations for the new PSPO signs to be installed.
The following locations were spggested:
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Portskewett Village Green

Near the entrance to Harold’s Field in the Recreation Hall car park.
Near the Sudbrook Road entrance to Harold’s Field.

The Cornfield.

Black Rock end of the Coastal path.

Sudbrook end of the coastal path.

Sudbrook Camp.

The Active Travel route.

Crick Road near ARW School.

15. DOG FOULING
a. Determine An Order for Dog Waste Bags
The Council has 2.5 boxes of bags left. Six boxes were purchased in June 2022 & three boxes in
September 2023. Clir Parker proposed 4 boxes be ordered, seconded by ClIr Carne, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to place order.

b. Determine the Acquisition of Two Additional Dog Waste Bins
The Council had planned to install dog waste bins at the junction of Sunnycroft and Black Rock road,
and at the entrance the green behind Hill Barn View. The budget for installing the bins and consequent
waste collections charges is £2,000.

MCC could supply a new bin at a cost of £199 plus vat, they also had 3 used bins available at £100
each. Clarification had been requested as to the size of the bins and the type of mounting post, if any.
Earth Anchors could supply 2 new bins with a mounting post for £549.60 incl. VAT and delivery.

Clir Parker proposed MCC be asked if the used bins are still available, seconded by ClIr Fawcitt, agreed
by all. Action: clerk to contact MCC.

16. PLACE PLAN
a. Consideration of Draft Place Plan and Draft Place Making Plan
The revised draft was not available for consideration. Action: Place Plan Working Group to finalise
the draft plan.

b. Consideration of Response from Monmouthshire County Council in respect of the Place Plan
The response from MCC had been circulated prior to the meeting and was noted.

c. Next Steps
Clir Fawcitt proposed the draft plan be forwarded to Planning Aid Wales (PAW) for feedback, and when
finalised following the feedback a meeting with Monmouthshire County Council and PAW be arranged,
seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to send draft Place Plan to Planning Aid
Wales.

17. STAFF APPRAISAL
The Chair had carried out the Caretaker’'s appraisal. No issues or concerns were raised.

18. REMEMBRANCE DAY
a. The remembrance service had been confirmed for 3pm on Sunday 10" November. County Clir Dymock
will read the bible reading. Action: clerk to confirm bugler and ask Mr P Fox AM to read out the
names.

b. Clir Parker proposed the cost of a wreath and bugler be approved up to a budget of £35, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to order wreath and arrange payment for bugler.

19. RENEWAL OF PORTSKEWETT AND SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS
LEASE
a. Report on Meeting with the Chair of the Recreation Hall Committee
The Chair of the Recreation Hall Committee confirmed they are not able to apply for grant funding due
to the short time remaining on the lease. Repairs and improvements are required to maintain the
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Carne proposed the Council support early renewal of the lease, for a period of 21 years, seconded by
ClIr Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to confirm to MCC.

. Update from Monmouthshire County Council

Enquiries made with MCC estates indicated it may be possible to renew the lease early, the legal fees
were estimated to be around £750 as it would be unplanned work.  Clir Carr]e proposed early renewal
of the lease be pursued based on the estimate given, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all.

20. INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION PANEL FOR WALES (IRPW) DRAFT REPORT 2025-26
a. Determine a Response to the Consultation on the Draft Report

The IRPW draft report for 2025-26 had been circulated prior to the meeting. Determination 8 relating to
Compensation for Financial Loss was the only change identified, which had increased to £126.74 full
day and £63.37 half day as it's linked to the Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings. Councillors raised
no issues with the contents of the report. Clir Carne proposed the Council accept the draft report,
seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response.

21. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No items were raised.

22. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meetings as Tuesday
19th November 2024 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. Clir Fawcitt proposed the
November meeting be held remotely as the soundproofing would not have been completed, seconded
by CliIr Lillie and agreed by all. The meeting was declared closed at 8.45 pm.

Mrs B Young

Clerk

Chairman’s Signature .......x~
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