MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 17" SEPTEMBER 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir C Carne, Clir T Fawcitt (Chair), Clir B Lillie, Clir P Nurcombe, Clir G Parker and Clir P Perry. County Clir

Dymock joined the meeting remotely.

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

The Chair moved agenda item 9 be taken first, all in agreement.

9.

a.

Chairman’s Signature

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock informed the meeting that the consultation is ongoing regarding the one way traffic proposal
for Crick Road.

Clir Dymock is liaising with Redrow regarding a number of complaints about leatherjackets eating the
grass laid at the Mill Meadows estate, the general untidiness of the estate where green spaces are not
being maintained, and a collapsed fence which has not been replaced, so leaving an open space.

A crack has developed in a ramp on the active travel route, Clir Dymock has requested that it be
resurfaced not patched. There has been an issue with fly tipping and general litter along the active
travel route.

There have been areas of flooding in Leechpool which Clir Dymock has raised for attention.

Clir Dymock has requested that Portskewett Community Council are included in discussions about the
Place Making Plan for Caldicot as it is the main town for residents within the community council’s area,
and the proposed Caldicot East development sits within the Portskewett boundary.

Concerns remain regarding the name of the proposed Caldicot East development. Clir Dymock will
raise the issue in members’ questions at the next meeting of the Full Council. Action: clerk to write to
Paul Matthews and Peter Davies.

Clir Fawcitt asked who is dealing with the collapsed stretch of coastal path from Black Rock towards
Chepstow. Clir Dymock believes it is Linda O’'Rourke.

PUBLIC MEETING
No members of the public were present, and no issues had been raised with the clerk.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Holley, Clir Hubbard, Clir Adams, and Clir Wilsher who was
unwell.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Carne proposed that the minutes of the July meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by
Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

Clir Carne proposed that the minutes of the August Extraordinary meeting be accepted as a true record,
seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated pridr to the meeting. There were no further updates.
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b.i

b.ii

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
A section of the coastal path had given way on the first stretch from Black Rock picnic site going towards
Chepstow. Despite it happening some months ago Natural Resources Wales have not yet taken any

remedial steps.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES

ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne had nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
No meetings had been held. Two dog fouling awareness signs had been obtained and installed in the

Recreation Hall playing field. The dog fouling signs at The Quest have been broken, so new signs will
be needed. Action: Clir Carne to request new signs.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
Clir Carne attended the meeting held on 25" July 2024. There was nothing to report.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

10.

11.

121

Chairman’s Signature .......

Clir Nurcombe reported that a Halloween event is being planned. The Severn Tunnel Band will no
longer be using the Recreation Hall for their weekly practice. There had been no progress with the grant
for soundproofing the committee room wall. Action: clerk to contact the Chair of the Recreation Hall
committee to establish whether they would like the council to reconsider the original application
submitted.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
The next meeting will be held on 18" September 2024. Clir Lillie may not be able to attend due to work
commitments.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie will attend the meeting on 215t October 2024.

Severnside Area Committee

Clir Carne attended the meeting held on 12" September 2024. Clir Dymock had already covered the
main issues.

CORRESPONDENCE

Additional Activities for the National Event to Mark the 80" Anniversary of VE Day

Two additional activities have been added to the VE Day Anniversary programme:

e The playing and singing of the hymn “I vow to thee my country” at 9.30pm after the beacon is lit.
e Ringing of church bells at 6.30pm.

Clir Parker proposed the council ask for the Church bell to be rung, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by
all. Action: clerk to contact Mr James.

PLANNING

Responses Submitted in Respect of Planning Applications DM/2024/00857, DM/2024/00634,
DM/2024/00916, DM/2024/00925 and DM/2024/00883

There were no objections to any of the applications and they were all recommended for approval.

Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

FINANCE

September Pink Paper

The pink paper for September had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Perry proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,506.03
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 27111
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 168.07
Merlin Environmental Service ) (Waste collection September Inv.1838) 345.60
Playsafety Ltd (Operational Playgro d Inspection Training MW Inv. 80984) 666.00
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13:

Mr G Parker (Reimbursement for supplies for the Community BBQ event) 27.36
One Voice Wales (Training Modules 3 & 8 BY Inv. 8438 and 8441) ?g.oo
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 4.6.24 to 3.9.24) ;

Balances held: Current Account £15,832.95, Deposit Account £19,253.43, and Grant Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

Budget Virements Required
The following budget virements were required: .
e Transfer to the fixed assets budget of £1,555.45 for three replacement litter bins, and a defibrillator
and cabinet.
Transfer to the overtime budget of £94.48 for attendance at playground inspection training course.
e Transfer to the insurance budget of £99.15 as premium increased more than anticipated.
e Transfers totalling £1,749.08 to be made from the unidentified services contingency budget.

Clir Lillie proposed the virements be approved, seconded by Clir Perry, agreed by all. Action: clerk to
update budget.

. Replacement Defibrillator Pads for Sudbrook Defibrillator

The following estimates had been obtained (all costs include VAT):
e Defibshop.co.uk £87.00

Defibwarehouse.co.uk £70.80

Amazon.co.uk £96.00

Aedexpert.co.uk £65.99

Community Heartbeat Trust £ 80.35

Clir Parker proposed the pads be purchased from Aedexpert.co.uk, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by
all. Action: clerk to order and install pads.

Increase in Insurance Premium for Additional Fixed Assets

Unity Insurance had advised there would be no additional premium for the litter bins as they are under
£100 each, and the increase in premium for the defibrillator and cabinet would be £30.35. Clir Carne
proposed payment of the additional premium be approved, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to arrange payment .

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Feedback on the Community BBQ Event
The event was well attended.

. Update on the Community Laser Display

The licensing officer at Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) had advised that a Temporary Event
Notice would not be required as musical was incidental to the event.

A meeting of the events Working Group was arranged for Thursday 19" September at 7pm at the
Portskewett Inn. Action: clerk to publish a request for volunteers to help at the event on the
Council website.

. Approval of Cost of First Aid Provision for the Community Laser Display

St John Ambulance had confirmed they could provide first aid cover for the event, the cost of which
would be £62.40. The quote complies with the Health and Safety Executive’s Event Safety Purple
Guide and is for the recommended minimum requirements for the type of event. The Purple Guide
places final responsibility for risk management and subsequent provision of medical cover with the event
organiser. Clir Fawcitt proposed the cost be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to confirm booking.

Approval of Cost of Glow in the Dark Products for the Community Laser Display

The clerk had obtained estimates of the cost of various glow in the dark items. It was agreed that 200
glow necklaces and 200 packs of glow sticks should be purchased. Clir Parker proposed a budget of
£150 be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to place order.

. Approval of Budget for BBQ Supplies for the Community Laser Display

Clir Parker proposed a budget of £500
clerk to obtain supplies.

 be approved seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action:
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14.

15.

16.

1%

18.

Chairman’s Signature

Approval of Risk Assessment and Emergency Plan for the Community Laser Display

' The risk assessment had been updated with regard to the laser display and beacon, and Clir Parker had

reviewed the documents. Clir Fawcitt proposed the Risk Assessment and Emergency Plan be approved
seconded by ClIr Carne, agreed by all.

OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND 2024

Grant Applications Received

' Grant applications had been received from:

e Portskewett and Sudbrook Women's Institute - to purchase a projector for use at the monthly
meetings, which could be made available to other users of the Church hall. The cost would be
£480.

Portskewett with Sudbrook Church Hall — to purchase and install a gas boiler at a cost of £2,000.
¢ Caldicot Musical Theatre Society — to purchase equipment for use in making props and sets for
their performances. The equipment cost is £1,249.99.

Award of Grants

ClIr Lillie proposed all of the grants be approved for payment seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all.
Allocation of the remaining budget will be considered at a future meeting. Action: clerk to notify
applicants and arrange payment.

PSPO ON DOG CONTROLS IN MONMOUTHSHIRE

Determine Need for Amendment to the PSPO in Respect of Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall
Playing Field

Clir Fawcitt proposed the dog fouling issue be monitored until the October Council meeting, seconded
by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to agenda in October.

BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION

. Winners of 2024 Competition

The winners of the 2024 competition were 1 Hodges Close in Portskewett and 27 Lave Way in
Sudbrook. The trophies had been presented to the winners by the Chair.

. Recommendation for Highly Commended Garden

A recommendation had been made that the garden at Leechpool Pottery, 38 Leechpool Holdings, be
noted as highly commended. Clir Parker proposed this be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to write to the residents.

COMMUNITY AWARDS

. Determination of Trophies to be Presented

The clerk had circulated a number of examples of trophies, of both individual and perpetual types. Clir
Parker proposed individual trophies be awarded, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk
To place order when winners have been determined.

. Approval of Budget for Trophies

Clir Parker proposed a budget of £20 be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to update budget.

PLACE PLAN
Working Group Update on Separating the Draft Plan into a Place Plan and a Community Based Plan

. Clir Adams and Clir Carne met on 23" July 2024 and reviewed the draft document. Clir Adams had

indicated that work on the Place Plan and Placemaking Plan would be completed by 15t October 2024.
Action: Clir Adams to complete the draft Place Plan and Placemaking Plan.

. Agree Date for Approval

Clir Fawcitt proposed a meeting of the Place Plan working group and Mr O’Connor from MCC be
arranged in early October, for the Place Plan to be approved at the October Council meeting, seconded
by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to arrange meeting.
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19.

LAND REGISTRY

. Update from Meeting with Mr Twomlow

The Chair and clerk met with Mr Twomlow on 26% July 2024. Mr Twomlow confirmed thgt Stowball
Common and the Village Green are both registered under Commons Registration and will therefore
always be available for common use. The titles to the land have never begn registered and there are no
title deeds available. Should someone come forward with title deeds proving they are the genuine
owner, the land would still be registered as common land, so of little use to them.

The Council could apply for registered title under the principles of Adverse Possession, the essential
elements of this are:
e you must be in actual possession of the land and have been in such possession for at least 12
years.
e possession is without the true owner’s consent.
e you have the necessary intention to possess the land, whilst excluding the world at large.

Mr Twomlow advised that whilst the Council may be able to satisfy the first two requirements, the
Council’s intention to maintain the land for use by residents of the area and not to exclude them, would
not satisfy the third.

Should the Council wish to apply for registered title of both areas of land the estimated cost is £1,200
plus any disbursements. The chances of Land Registry registering the titles to the Council are believed
to be relatively low.

. Pursuance of Registered Ownership

Clir Carne proposed no applications for registered ownership be made, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed
by all. Action:clerk to notify Mr Twomlow.

20. STAFF APPRAISAL
The Caretaker’s annual appraisal is due in September. Action: Chair to arrange with Caretaker.

21. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No items were raised.

22. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meetings as Tuesday
15th October 2024 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 8.50 pm.

Mrs B Young

Clerk

Chairman’s Signature ....* '
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