MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 16" JULY 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir Adams, Clir Carne, Clir Fawcitt (Chair), Clir Nurcombe, ClIr Parker and Clir Perry.

Members of the Public present:
Mrs Danks representing The Cornfield Project.

1. PUBLIC MEETING
Mrs Danks informed the meeting that it would be the 10" anniversary of the Cornfield annual fun run in
2025. The committee are looking to organise a larger event to celebrate and wondered if the Council
would be interested in holding an event on the same day.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3: APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Lillie who had been detained at work and Clir Wilsher who was
attending a funeral.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests declared.

5: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a.  CliIr Carne proposed that the minutes of the June meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by
Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The following updates were given:
e Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) do not currently appear to have any signage that could be
utilised by the Recreation Hall to deter dog fouling.
e MCC have forwarded the Public Spaces Protection Order leaflet and have offered to print copies if
required.
e New councillor’s signatures are still needed for the Unity Trust Bank mandate form.

7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
Complaints had been made regarding vehicles parked on Manor Way, Portskewett, whose owners were
attending the football tournament organised by the football club.

Stowball Common was reported to be very overgrown and not currently walkable. The clerk confirmed
the contractor had cut the Common in May when Harold’s field was cut.

8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
a. ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne had nothing to report.

b.i Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
No meetings had been held. Due to the general election the dog fouling awareness day has been
moved to 27" July 2024.

b.i One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will be held on 25" July 2024 at Usk Town Council offices.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH
No meetings had been held. |
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b.iv Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee

b.v

b.vi

141

12.

‘Clir Lillie was not present to report.

The Cornfield Project Committee
No meeting was held in June.

Severnside Area Committee

It was discussed that Regeneration Funding, which includes Levelling up Funding, could be devolved to
Welsh Government. If this happens it was suggested that Caldicot could be in a good position to
receive funding. Those at meeting were advised to have 'Place Making Plans' in place. Magor with
Undy Community Council and Abergavenny Town Council are currently looking to engage consultants to
develop their Place Plans.

The proposed development site referred to as Caldicot East was claimed to be within the Caldicot Town
Council boundary by Caldicot councillors. Clir Carne informed the meeting the site is within the
Portskewett Community Council boundary.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock was not present to report.

CORRESPONDENCE
Welsh Government Consultation on Draft Priorities for Culture 2024-2030
It was agreed the Chair would complete the response form. Action: Chair to submit response.

National Event to Mark the 80" Anniversary of VE Day
A national event will be held on 8" May 2025 to mark the 80" Anniversary of VE Day. Local councils
are invited to take part through the following activities:
e Raising a VE Day flag at 9am.
Holding parties of celebration throughout the day in gardens, the streets, village hall etc.
Encouraging the eating of Fish and Chips throughout the day.
Encouraging the lighting of lamp lights of peace at 9.30pm.
Lighting a beacon at 9.30pm.

Clir Fawcitt proposed the Council participate in the event by raising the flag and lighting a beacon,
seconded by CliIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to confirm participation.

PLANNING

Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

FINANCE

Approval of Overtime and Travel Expenses for the Village Caretaker

The village caretaker had attended Playground Inspection training in Swindon on 3 and 4t July.

The overtime cost is £194.48 and travel expenses total £86.40. The overtime budget is £100. The
shortfall in the budget can be met from underspending in other areas. Clir Fawcitt proposed the cost of
overtime and travel expenses be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to
make payment.

July Pink Paper
The pink paper for July had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Adams proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,747.91
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 271.11
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 211.40
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection July Inv.1784) 345.60
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room June Inv.442) 24.00
Playsafety Ltd (Annual Playground Inspection The Quest Inv. 80958) 117.60

Balances held: Current Account £6,70
Action: clerk to make payments 4

, Deposit Account £19,253.43, and Lloyds Account £0.
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13.

14.

15.

August Pink Paper _ ‘
The pink paper for August had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Adams proposed the

following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,506.03
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 271.11
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 172.40
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection August) 276.48
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room July) 24.00

Balances held: Current Account £4,053.50, Deposit Account £19,253.43, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

Renewal of Norton Anti-virus Subscription
The cost of renewing the subscription is £64.99. The available budget is £65.01. Clir Carne proposed

the subscription be renewed, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to make payment.

Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
Clir Fawcitt completed the quarterly check on bank reconciliations. No issues were identified.

Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 3 months ending 30th June 2024
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. The budget approved for 2024/25

had been updated to take account of additional reserves identified at year end. Councillors raised no
questions. Clir Adams proposed the report be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all.
Action: Clerk to publish on website.

THE QUEST ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTION

The inspection report had been circulated prior to the meeting for Councillor’s consideration.
Councillors determined there were no issues of major concern raised in the report, minor issues will be
monitored.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Update on Community BBQ Event

It is unclear whether there is currently an electricity supply to the barn at the Portskewett Inn. Action:
Clir Holley to confirm.

Seven stalls are currently confirmed for the event. The Women’s Institute have asked to borrow a table.
Supplies for the BBQ will be obtained on the 2™ August 2024.

Budget Approval for Supplies for the Community BBQ

The 2023 cost of supplies was £241. The available budget is £3,256.10. Clir Perry proposed a budget
of £300 be allocated, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all. Action: Clir Parker and clerk to obtain
supplies.

Update on Carols on the Green
Caldicot Musical Theatre Society had confirmed they would be available to lead the singing.

COMMUNITY AWARDS

Format of Award Presentation Event

Clir Fawcitt proposed the awards be presented at the Recreation Hall on 14" December 2024 prior to
the Carols on the Green event, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all.

Mechanism and Timescale for Nominations, and Publicity
The following arrangements were proposed by Clir Fawcitt, seconded by Clir Adams and agreed by all:
e Posters advertising the Community Awards to be published in the noticeboards, on the website and
on the Council Facebook page by the end of July 2024. Action: Clir Adams to produce posters,
clerk to publish them.
e Posters and nomination forms to be handed out at meetings of local community organisations.
Nominations to be made by submitting a form by 315t October 2024, either to the clerk or via drop-

boxes in local business pre ‘ ises. Action: Clir Adams to produce form, clerk to organise drop-
boxes.
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16.

1Z.

18.

19.

e Nominations to be considered at November council meeting and winners determined. Action:
clerk to agenda in November.

PLACE PLAN

. Working Group Update on Separating the Draft Plan into a Place Plan and a Community Based Plan

Place Plan working group to meet on 23 July at 7.30pm at the Portskewett Inn to separa’Ee the
components of the draft plan to produce a Place Plan and a Community Based Plan. Action: Clirs
Adams, Carne, Dymock, Lillie, Parker

. Agreed Date for Approval

No date agreed.

LAND REGISTRY

Update from Twomlows
Mr Twomlow has been liaising with Land Registry to clarify what action is required.

. Next Steps

Chair and clerk to meet with Mr Twomlow. Action: clerk to arrange meeting.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No items were raised.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meetings as Tuesday
17th September 2024 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was
declared closed at 8.00pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk

Chairman’s Signature
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