MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 18" JUNE 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir Adams, Clir Carne, Clir Nurcombe, Clir Parker (Chair) , Clir Perry and Clir Wilsher.

Members of the Public present:
Mr Fred Weston from Monmouthshire County Council (MCC).

1.

b.i

b.ii

b.iii

PUBLIC MEETING

Mr Weston attended the meeting to share information on the support he could provide to Portskewett
and Sudbrook Recreation Hall with regard to Community Engagement and Grant Funding. Mr Weston
suggested an online community engagement survey using a QR code, and a leaflet drop to residents
with responses collected the same day. Gwent Association of Voluntary Organisations (GAVO) has
Places and Spaces funding available to help rural areas promote a community environment. He
suggested an application be made by the Recreation Hall committee for a grant to soundproof the
committee room and provide additional electrical connections to encourage increased use of the facility.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Lillie who had another commitment and Clir Fawcitt due to an
accident.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests declared.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Nurcombe proposed that the minutes of the Annual Meeting be accepted as a true record,
seconded by Clir Adams , agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

Clir Nurcombe proposed that the minutes of the May Meeting be accepted as a true record,
seconded by Clir Adams , agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The clerk confirmed the Annual Return and
supporting documentation had been sent to the external auditors.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
The caretaker had reported that three of the Council rubbish bins were damaged and needed replacing.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body
There was nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group

Clir Carne reported the Public Spaces Protection Order on Dog Controls in Monmouthshire commenced
on 1! June 2024. A dog fouling awareness day is being held in the Severnside area on 27t June 2024
and Clir Carne suggested the Council hold an awareness day on 29" June 2024, the agreed time was
8am at The Cornfield.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will be held on 25% July 2024 at Usk Town Council offices.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Clir Nurcombe reported the Apnual General Meeting took place on 14" June 2024, attendance was
lower than previous years ergy costs were a concern, although bookings had increased.
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b.v

10.

11.

12.

Chairman’s Signature .......Cy.

b.vi

b.iv Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee

The next meeting will take place on 19" June 2024. ClIr Lillie is due to attend.

The Cornfield Project Committee
A meeting was held on 17" June 2024. Clir Lillie was not present to report.

Severnside Area Committee o
Clir Carne attended the meeting on 13" June 2024. Maps of areas vulnerable to flooding in the next 20
to 30 years were circulated.

The issue affecting footpath 8 in Portskewett have not been resolved, although it is now being used by
the public.

Consultation on the three proposed Gypsy and Traveller sites in the Portskewett area has closed and a
report will now go to MCC Cabinet. There is also a need for a temporary site for gypsies and travellers
passing through Monmouthshire.

Community Speedwatch are looking for volunteers, training will be provided to anyone interested.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock was unable to attend the meeting but had provided a report:

MCC, Lovells and Churngold had been informed of the sunken manholes and Churngold are due to
revisit within a few days.

Highways are assessing the kerb on the B4245 which Clir Dymock reported, it may need realigning. —

The Gypsy and Traveller report will go to the Place Scrutiny Committee on 17" July 2024. Clir Dymock
is a committee member but would welcome residents attending to speak in the public forum.

Adoption of Trinity Close by MCC has not been completed yet, but Clir Dymock has reported a number
of areas that need cutting back, for future scheduling.

An architect has been instructed to proceed with drawings for Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation
Hall, and Clir Dymock is in the process of creating a funding link with Sports Wales.

CORRESPONDENCE
Monmouthshire County Council Consultation on Statement of Licensing Policy — Gambling Act 2005
Councillors were happy with the proposed statement and determined no response was required.

Welsh Government request for feedback on 20mph scheme
Councillors agreed that any issues had already been raised and satisfactorily dealt with and there were
therefore no further comments to be made.

PLANNING

Planning Application DM/2024/00596 -
The application related to 96 Lave Way, Sudbrook, and was for the erection of an Oak framed orangery
at the rear of the property. Councillors had raised no objections and recommended it be approved.

Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

FINANCE

June Pink Paper

The pink paper for June had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Wilsher proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,506.23
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 271.11
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 167.87
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection June Inv.1758) 276.48
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room May Inv.426) 24.00
Unity Trust (Bank Charges 5.3.24 to 3.6.24) 18.00

Balances held: Current Account £14,587.35, Deposit Account £14,152.26, and Lloyds Account £0.

Action: clerk to make payments.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall Grant Application . ) _
As a new source of funding had been identified the application for a Council grant is no longer required.

Mr Weston from MCC will support the Recreation Hall committee in applying for thelnevy funding source.
Should there be a shortfall in funds to cover the electrical work required, a new application may be
submitted to the Council.

Transfer of Funds from Current Account to Deposit Account _
Clir Wilsher proposed £5,000 be transferred from the current account to the deposit account, seconded

by Clir Perry, agreed by all. Action: clerk to set up funds transfer.

OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND 2024/25

Clir Parker proposed grant applications be submitted by 315t August 2024 for consideration at the
September Council meeting, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to write to
local community groups and organisations.

PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER (PSPO) ON DOG CONTROLS IN MONMOUTHSHIRE
Proposed Amendment in Respect of Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall and Playing Fields

Mr Owen from MCC had advised that no amendments to the current order could be considered for a
period of six weeks. Action: clerk to agenda for review in September.

Provision of Dog Fouling Signage at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall and Playing Fields
Action: clerk to ask MCC if they have any signs that could be installed at the Recreation Hall.

PORTSKEWETT AND SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL AND PLAYING FIELDS

Fixed Income for Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall and Playing Fields

The Council was asked to consider providing a fixed income to the Recreation Hall in order to fulfil a
requirement when they applied for grants. The clerk confirmed that Section 133 of the Local
Government Act 1972 allowed for a payment to be made.

Neighbouring Community Councils had confirmed they provide support to halls in their area in the form
of one off grants if funds were available, but no recurring income. Other halls use evidence of income
from reguiar bookings to satisfy the regular income requirement on grant applications to other bodies,
supported by written confirmation by the regular user, of their intention to continue using the premises.

The Recreation Hall lease is due for renewal in 2026 which may impact on any grant applications made.

The Chair contacted Clir Sidwell at Mathern Community Council, who had supported Mathern Village
Hall committee in obtaining grant funding, and he would be happy to help.

Clir Parker proposed this item be revisited at the November meeting as part of the budget setting for
2025/26, seconded by ClIr carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to establish the timetable for renewal
of the lease with MCC, and forward Clir Sidwell’s details to Clir Wilsher.

COMMUNITY AWARDS

A proposal for a Community Awards Scheme had been circulated for consideration. Following
discussion Clir Carne proposed the Community Awards Scheme outlined below be approved, seconded
by Clir Adams, agreed by all:

Award Categories - Junior Volunteer of the Year (Under 13)
Young Person of the Year (13 to 18)
Community Volunteer of the Year (Over 18)
Green Community Champion

Publicity to be carried out via posters, social media, the Council website and a leaflet drop. Nominations
to be made via Survey Monkey or nomination form on leaflet.

A trophy will be awarded for each category, with the recipients’ names being engraved each year.
Awards will be presented at an event scheduled by Portskewett Community Council. The 2024 awards
will be presented at an event in December.
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18.

18.

20.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

D-Day80 Beacon Event _ .
The event was well supported, approximately 130 residents attended, and there were no issues of

concern.

. Community BBQ Event

It was agreed the Events Working Group would meet on 26" June 2024 at 7pm at the Portskewett Inn.

Clir Wilsher confirmed she has food hygiene certification, Clir Carne and Clir Nurcombe have been DBS
checked and CliIr Holley has first aid certification.

Carols on the Green

Clir Carne proposed the event be held on 14" December 2024 with lantern making at 5pm at the
Recreation Hall followed by carols at 6pm on the Village Green, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed
by all. Action: clerk to notify Caldicot Musical Theatre Society and complete required
documentation

PLACE PLAN

Feedback from Monmouthshire County Council

Mr O'Connor agreed to organise a consultation session with the Community Council when the MCC
deposit plan is in place. He suggested the Council’s Place Plan be ready to feed into the deposit plan
at that time.

Mr O'Connor suggested producing a Place Making Plan to cover the issues which do not relate
specifically to a development site.

Councillors explained that there are pockets of land within the community which should be protected,
e.g. The Cornfield. Mr O’Connor agreed to look at these once identified.

. Next Steps

Action: Place Plan Working Group to meet to divide the current information into that which is
Community based for the Council to take forward, and that which is future development based
and will sit alongside the MCC Revised Local Development Plan.

Action: Clir Parker to identify areas of land which require future protection, for clerk to circulate.

LAND REGISTRY

. Update from Twomlows

The documentation had been reviewed by Mr Twomlow who sought clarification on what the Council
was looking to achieve. A response had been sent.

. Next Steps

Awaiting response from Mr Twomlow. Action: clerk to follow up.

21. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No items were raised.

22. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meetings as Tuesday
16th July 2024 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 9.00 pm.

Mrs B Young

Clerk
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