MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 21st MAY 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir Adams, Clir Carne, Clir T Fawcitt (Chair), Clir Hubbard, Clir Lillie, Clir Nurcombe, Clir G Parker, Clir P
Perry and Clir Wilsher and County Clir Dymock.

Members of the Public present:
Mr C O’Connor from Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) and Mrs A Danks.

The Chair moved agenda item 20 be taken first, all in agreement.

20.

a.

PLACE PLAN

Feedback from Monmouthshire County Council

Mr O’Connor explained that any Place Plan approved would have to relate to the Local Development
Plan (LDP), and the current LDP is out of date. He suggested the Council’s Place Plan should be
developed alongside the Replacement LDP (RLDP) which is currently being developed. Consultation
on the RLDP should take place at the end of 2024, but this may be affected by a General Election.

Mr O’Connor suggested that as the proposed Caldicot East development is in the Replacement LDP,
the Council’s Place Plan could sit alongside the RLDP to provide an influence on the development.
During discussions on the issues affecting the Portskewett community, which give rise to concerns in
respect of future developments, Mr O’Connor said there is a proposal to include a new primary school
as part of the Caldicot East Development.

As the Caldicot East Development is within the Portskewett boundary, and the name gives rise to
confusion about its location and therefore the impact on the community, a request was made to change
the name to clarify the location. Action: clerk to write and request the name change for the
Caldicot East Development.

Next Steps
Mr O’Connor agreed to organise a consultation session with the Community Council when the MCC

deposit plan is in place. He suggested the Council’s Place Plan be ready to feed into the deposit plan
at that time.

Mr O’Connor suggested producing a Place Making Plan to cover the issues which do not relate
specifically to a development site. Councillors explained that there are pockets of land within the
community which should be protected, e.g. The Cornfield. Mr O’Connor agreed to look at these once
identified.

PUBLIC MEETING

Mrs Danks asked when the damaged wall, below the entrance to Stowball Common, on Main Road,
Portskewett, would be repaired as the pavement closure is making it very dangerous for pedestrians,
especially children, given the speed of traffic using the road. Clir Adams responded that work was
expected to commence soon as it has now been approved by the insurance company.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
No apologies had been received.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
ClIr Perry declared an interest in agenda item 12.f which was to determine the award of a grant, as
he had provided a quotation for the work. Action: clerk to update website.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Parker proposed that the minutes of the Audit Committee meeting be accepted as a true reco
seconded by Clir Carn d by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.
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6.

b.i

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. Clir Fawcitt confirmed that Hovis will donate rolls
for the Village barbeque.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
Clir Hubbard reported the verges at the junction of Middle Road, Leechpool and Main Road, Portskewett
are very overgrown and visibility at the junction in greatly impaired.

An amendment is required to the PSPO on Dog Controls in Monmouthshire in respect of Portskewett
and Sudbrook Recreation Hall and Playing Fields. Clir Dymock advised signage can be installed prior to
the amendment being approved.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES

ARW School Governing Body
Nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
No meetings had been held.

b.i One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee

Clir Carne informed the meeting that revised contracts of employment are available for use with any new
employees should the Council want to. Clir Carne shared the idea of a Community Awards event, which
would recognise members of the community who make significant contributions to the community. It
was suggested that awards could be presented at the Community Fun Day or Barbeque event. Action:
Clir Dymock to draw up a proposal for the next meeting, clerk to agenda in June.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

Clir Nurcombe confirmed the grant funding for fire safety improvements had been spent, and a new
architect is being sought to take forward the improved toilet facilities.

Clir Nurcombe explained that a fixed income is often a requirement when applying for grant funding, and
other Councils in the area allocate funds to their community halls. Clir Nurcombe asked whether the
Council would consider increasing the precept to facilitate this.

Clir Dymock reported that she had produced a number of policy documents to support the management
of the Recreation Hall and Playing Fields.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
Clir Lillie attended the meeting held on 18" April 2024. He reported the Sunday Brunch event had been
a success, and the Oak Grove Grant funding allocated in 2023/24 had been spent.

The Cornfield Project Committee
The next quarterly attendance will be on Thursday 17" June 2024.

Severnside Area Committee
No meetings had been held.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock reported that notice had been served by MCC for the removal of a caravan in Sudbrook,
and Trinity Close, Sudbrook, has been adopted so the flats are being advertised as available.

The 40mph speed limit has been rolled out in Leechpool.
The Gypsy and Traveller site proposals report is expected to be published end of May/June.

The Black Rock footpath has been seriously undermined, Natural Resources Wales (NRW) have been
informed and MCC met with NRW and Welsh Government today — Clir Dymock is awaiting an update.

Clir Dymock put two questions to relevant cabinet members:

Section 106 funding for ARW School - meetings have been held with the head of ARW School and the
chair of governors and plans are being taken forward for nursery and wrap around childcare provision.
Plans should be completed inhe next three months. Section 106 funding has been received from the
Church Road development, now waiting for the funding from the Crick Road development.
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10.

11.

12,

Chairman’s Signature

C.

An update was requested on bringing Crick Road up to a safe and adequate standard, unfortunately the
cabinet member advised Crick Road was not a priority for resurfacing, but may fall within the patch
repairs programme when funding is available. Clir Dymock will follow this up.

Clir Dymock raised the following issues with MCC enforcement regarding landscaping works on Mill
Meadows, Sudbrook: the coastal path hedge; access routes to the coastal path; the vegetation adjacent
to the Mill Meadows site near Post Office Row has been cleared however other rubbish still remains.

Lorries have now stopped tipping soil on site.

Work on the active travel route is ongoing. Complaints had been made regarding the work vans parked
on Main Road and in Arthur’s Court.

CORRESPONDENCE

Proposed extension of the closure on Footpath 8, Portskewett

The Council’s views were sought on the proposed extension to Footpath 8, which follows the Nedern
brook from the B4245 to The Pill. Prior to the closure the footpath was well used, and Councillors raised
concerns that the reason for the closure had not yet been rectified. Clir Parker proposed the Council
should not support an extension of the closure, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all. Action: clerk
to submit response.

PLANNING

Planning Application DM/2024/00290

The application related to Meadow Cottage, 43 Sea View, Sudbrook and was for a proposed loft
conversion. Councillors had raised no objections to the application and recommended it be approved.

Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
Nothing to report.

FINANCE

May Pink Paper

The pink paper for May had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Adams proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,506.03
Torfaen CBC - Pension contributions 271.11
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 168.07
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection May Inv. 1732) 276.48
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room April Inv. 411) 24.00
Monmouthshire County Council (Lease of Harold’s Field 2024/25 Inv. 70236837) 133.22

Balances held: Current Account £18,690.18, Deposit Account £14,152.26, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

St Mary’s Church, Portskewett Grant Application
An application had been received for £500 towards the cost of grounds maintenance of the churchyard.

The budget for 2024/25 is £500. The clerk reminded councillors of the advice regarding payments to
churches for grounds maintenance. Clir Parker proposed a grant of £500 be awarded, seconded by Clir
Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the applicant and make payment.

Renewal of Microsoft 365 Subscription for 2024/25
The current subscription is due for automatic renewal on 26" May 2024. The Council has a family

license for which the renewal cost would be £79.99. Clir Carne proposed the subscription be renewed,
seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to renew the subscription.

Amendments to Mandated Signatories on All Council Bank Accounts
Clir Fawcitt proposed the following amendments to the mandated signatories be approved, secofftled by
Clir Carne, agreed by all:

Councillors to be removed: Clir Dymock and Clir Thomas.
Councillors to be added: Clir Holley, Clir Hubbard, Clir Perry and Clir Wilsher.
Action: clerk to update b ndates.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

. Payment of Website Hosting from 1%t July 2024 to 31 October 2024

The website hosting and email services is due for renewal on 1%t July 2024. The provider suggested a
billing period to 31%' October 2024. Clir Carne proposed the billing period be approved, seconded by Clir
Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify website provider.

. Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall Grant Application

An application had been received for a grant towards the cost of soundproofing the divider between the
committee room and the hall. Quotes obtained for the work ranged from £1,240.32 to £1,515. Clir
Adams raised a concern that noise would still travel via the kitchen area. Clir Parker suggested
removable soundproofing be installed between the committee room and the kitchen, Clir Wilsher raised
the need for additional electric sockets in the committee room if this was done.

Clir Fawcitt proposed a decision be deferred to the next meeting, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all.
Action: Clir Nurcombe to feedback the proposal to the Recreation Hall committee and establish
the cost.

INSURANCE 2024/25

. The clerk contacted Unity Insurance Services, AJ Gallagher and Zurich to obtain quotes, however both

AJ Gallagher and Zurich were unable to provide a quote as they could not provide cover for hired
inflatable equipment not manned by the hirer.

The renewal invitation from Unity Insurance Services contained incorrect information and a revised
quote had not yet been received. The renewal date is 1% June 2024, the clerk advised an extraordinary
meeting would be required as the premium would exceed the delegated powers limit. Clir Parker
proposed a delegated limit of £1,500 be set, up to which the chair and vice-chair could approve the
renewal, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to obtain revised quote.

ANNUAL RETURN 2023/24

Internally Audited Accounts 2023/24

The internal auditor had concluded his audit of the accounts for 2023/24, there were no issues raised.
Clir Parker proposed the Internally audited accounts for 2023/24 be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt,
agreed by all.

Internal Audit Report for 2023/24

' The Internal Audit report for 2023/24 raised no issues. Clir Fawcitt proposed the Internal Audit report

for 2023/24 be accepted, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all.

. Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

The Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24 was considered by councillors and the clerk recorded
the responses. Clir Parker proposed the Annual Governance Statement be approved, seconded by Clir
Carne, agreed by all.

. Annual Return for 2023/24

Clir Wilsher proposed the Annual Return be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. The
Chair certified the Annual Return.

ADOPTION OF COUNCILLORS ALLOWANCES 2024/25

. Adoption of Non-Mandatory Councillors Allowances

A briefing paper on councillors’ allowances for 2024/25 had been circulated to members. Clir Nurcombe
proposed the non-mandatory allowances should not be adopted by the Council, seconded by Clir
Fawcitt, agreed by all.

Process for Making Payments

The clerk outlined the payment options. Clir Parker proposed the mandatory councillors’ allowances be
paid in one payment in March 2025, on a pro rata basis for councillors leaving or joining the Council
during the year, seconded by ClIr Carne, agreed by all.

BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION

Clir Parker proposed the competition be advertised at the beginning of June, with gardens being judged
in July, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: Clir Adams to produce poster, clerk to
advertise the event, Clir Parker to collect trophies.
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17.

18.

19.

21.

22.

The following arrangements were agreed:
e judging on front gardens only.
e judging to be carried out by 2023 winners.

ANNUAL REPORT AND ANNUAL PLAN

Annual Report for 2023/24
A draft report had been circulated for consideration. Clir Fawcitt proposed the Annual Report be
approved, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

Annual Plan 2024/25
A draft Annual Plan for 2024/25 had been circulated for consideration. Clir Fawcitt proposed the plan be
adopted, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

WORKING GROUPS

Review of Working Groups

The Council has two working groups, the Events working group and the Place Plan working group. Both
groups meet as and when required. Councillors agreed no additional working groups were required.

Membership of the Working Groups
The Events working group will be made up of the councillors available for any particular event and any
volunteers who are available to help at the event.

Members of the Place Plan working group are Clir Adams, Clir Carne, Clir Lillie, Clir Parker, Clir Wilsher
and County Clir Dymock.

LAND REGISTRY
Update on Estimated Legal Costs

The available documentation had been taken to Twomlows Solicitors who were in the process of
reviewing it. A response is expected on Friday 24" May 2024.

. Next Steps

Deferred to June meeting.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Determine response on amendment to the PSPO on Dog Controls in Monmouthshire in respect of
Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall and Playing Fields.

To consider provision of signage relating to dog fouling at Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall
and Playing Fields.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meetings as Tuesday
18th June 2024 at 7.00pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 9.05pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk
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