
 

 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL AUDIT COMMITTEE 

HELD REMOTELY VIA TEAMS 

TUESDAY 30TH APRIL 2024 
 
Councillors present:   
Cllr Carne (Vice chair), Cllr Fawcitt (Chair), Cllr Nurcombe and Cllr Parker. 
 
1. Sign the Attendance Book 

As the meeting was held remotely the attendance book could not be signed, the clerk recorded councillors present. 

2. Apologies for Absence  
  a. All committee members were present. 

3. Declarations of Interest  
  a. There were no interests to declare. 

4.   Annual Governance Statement for 2023/24 
  a. Councillors reviewed each of the nine considerations in the Annual Governance Statement and determined that each 

had been met.  Councillors reviewed the Internal Audit Statement for the year ended 31st March 2024 and determined 
requirements had been met. 

5.   Internal Audit 2023/24 
  a. Scope of Audit – the Scope of Audit was reviewed and found to be satisfactory. 
  b. Findings of the internal audit work – There were no issues raised by the internal auditor.  Records were found to be 

complete, accurate and compliant with regulations. 

6.   External Audit 2022/23 
  a. External audit have not yet completed the 2022/23 audit.  A review of their work and findings will be carried out once 

they have concluded the audit.  

7.   Financial Reporting 2023/24 
  a. Councillors reviewed the internally audited accounts for 2023/24 and determined: 

• Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been complied with. 

• There were no misstatements in the financial statements. 

• There were no adjustments to be made resulting from the audit. 
  b. The systems used to report to the council are: 

• the monthly pink paper – which reports payments, income and account balances. 

• monthly bank reconciliations - checked quarterly by a councillor who then reports to the council. 

• quarterly budget monitoring reports – highlighting under and overspends and forecasting year end outturn.  

• annual accounts – which are used to complete the Annual Return. 

 The committee determined the existing reporting systems were satisfactory and being complied with.  All income and 
expenditure figures on the documents corresponded, as did the bank balances. 

8.   Review of Strategic Documents 
  a. The committee reviewed the following documents: 

• Council Risk Assessment. 

• Standing Orders. 

• Financial Regulations. 

Standing Orders were updated in June 2023 in line with the model Standing Orders received from One Voice Wales. 
A minor revision was made in October 2023 in respect of Planning Applications.  The committee agreed no 
amendments to these strategic documents were required.  

9.   Declarations of Interests 
  a. Arrangements for declaring, registering and handling interests: 

• New Councillors are asked to complete a Declarations of Interest document, which is held on file.   

• Councillors are asked at the Annual Meeting if they have any new interests to declare.   

• At each council meeting councillors are asked to declare any interest they may have in an agenda item, and this 
is minuted. They complete a declaration of interest form which is held by the clerk and the declaration is 
published on the website. 

• If a Councillor has declared an interest in an agenda item which prevents them from participating in the 
discussion of that item they may leave the meeting room and re-join the meeting when that item has concluded.  
If a councillor is participating remotely they will be muted, and video paused for the duration of that item. 

 The committee concluded existing arrangements were satisfactory and being complied with. 
 
There being no further business the meeting concluded at 4.35pm. 
 

Mrs B Young - Clerk/RFO 

 


