MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 16th APRIL 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir Carne, Clir T Fawcitt (Chair), Clir Nurcombe, Clir G Parker, Clir P Perry.

Members of the Public present:
Mr and Mrs Turner.

1.

PUBLIC MEETING

A representative of The Cornfield Project attended the meeting to ask for helpers to marshal at their Fun
Run and for the gate to Harold’s Field to be opened for the event. They also asked for clarification on
the Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) due to come into force, with regard to how the general
public would be able to identify the county council officers permitted to carry out checks on dog walkers,
to know they are genuine.

The resident in attendance asked whether fencing would be installed around the play equipment in The
Quest Play Park to enable dog owners to comply with the PSPO. It was explained that in order for

dog owners comply with the proposed PSPO dogs would need to be on lead in the entire Quest Play
Park, which is what was intended.

The resident also raised concerns that vehicles are being illegally parked on the double yellow lines on
Crick Road at school drop off and pick up times, and reported significant potholes on Crick Road, and
the grid opposite the entrance to the Treetops estate had dropped around four inches.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Clir Wilsher who was unwell, Clir Lillie who was detained at work, Clir
Adams, Clir Holley and Clir Hubbard.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No declarations of interest were made.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a.  Clir Parker proposed that the minutes of the March meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
a. The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The clerk gave the following updates:
i. Both signed grounds maintenance contracts for 2024/25 had been received, but the contract for dog
waste collection remained outstanding.
ii. The VAT reclaim for 2023/24 had been submitted and the funds received.
iii. The implications for the Council of the Workplace Recycling Regulations:
e Local councils, village halls, charities etc are considered as businesses under the regulations.
e Premises includes land, e.g. parks, playgrounds and cemeteries.
¢ Currently Town and Community Councils have exemption from having to separate litter from public
litter bins on highways, as they are helping the County Council, who are exempt as they cannot
control what is put into these bins. This will be reviewed.
Shredded paper is not recyclable and should be disposed of with the general waste.
Any rubbish collected on litter picks must be separated into the correct recycling/waste bags.
Any waste from council events e.g. fetes, barbeques, festivals, must be separated into the correct
recycling/waste bags.
e Community halls must separate any waste arising from use of the premises into the correct
recycling/waste bags.
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b.i

b.ii

b.iii

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

10.

11.

Chairman’s Signature ........

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)

ClIr Parker informed the meeting that County Clir Dymock had contacted Natural Resources Wales
regarding the soil being brought into the compound at the Mill Meadows development, a response had
not been received yet.

Concerns were raised that the flats in the Trinity Close development remain empty.

Members asked when the developers would be leaving the Mill Meadows site and when Monmouthshire
County Council (MCC) would be adopting it.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body
There was nothing to report.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
No meetings had been held.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 18" April 2024. Clir Carne and the clerk will attend.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
There was nothing to report. The Chair asked for an update on soundproofing the wall between the
committee room and the hall. The committee will be seeking quotes for the work.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 18" April 2024 at 6pm. Clir Lillie will attend.

The Cornfield Project Committee
The next quarterly attendance will be on Thursday 17" June 2024.

Severnside Area Committee
Clir Carne was unable to attend the last meeting.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County ClIr was not present.

PLANNING
Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
Nothing to report.

FINANCE

Minimum Wage Rate Increase 2024/25

From 15t April 2024 the Minimum wage rate increased from £10.42 to £11.44 per hour. Clir Parker
proposed payment of the increase rate to the Village Caretaker be approved, seconded by Clir
Nurcombe, agreed by all.

2024/25 Pension Payments
Clir Carne proposed the pension payments schedule be approved, seconded by Clir Nurcombe,
agreed by all.

April Pink Paper
The pink paper for April had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Carne proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,487.90
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 271.11
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 163.47
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection April Inv. 1705) 345.60
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room March Inv. 398) 24.00

Monmouthshire County Council (Grant for Summer Playscheme 2023 Inv. 70234812) 1,000.00

Balances held: Current Account £4,165,94, Deposit Account £14,152.26, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments ‘
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ARW School Grant Application A
An application had been received for £500 towards the cost of transport for the Year 6 leavers event.

The grant budget for 2024/25 is £1,000. Councillors felt, with the limited budget available and only a
small number of Portskewett pupils would benefit, it would not be an appropriate use of the funds.
Concerns were also raised that a precedent would be set for future years. Clir Parker proposed no
grant be awarded, seconded by ClIr Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the applicant.

One Voice Wales Membership 2024/25
The cost of membership for 2024/25 would be £487, an increase of £27 on the previous year. The

remaining subscriptions budget is £501. Clir Parker proposed the membership be renewed, seconded
by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to renew membership.

Operational Playground Inspection Training
The caretaker’s Operational Playground Inspection Training is due to be renewed in July 2024. The

two day course is being held on 3™ and 4™ July in Swindon, the cost of which, at a discounted rate, is
£555 plus VAT. The course was provided for in the training plan and budget. Clir Nurcombe proposed
the training cost be approved, seconded by Clir Perry, agreed by all. Action: clerk to confirm
booking.

Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
Clir Fawcitt had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and found everything in order.

Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 12 months ending 315 March 2024

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Clir Carne proposed the report
be accepted, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

Unaudited Accounts for 2023/24
The unaudited accounts had been circulated for consideration prior to the meeting. The clerk confirmed
the internal audit had now been completed and no issues had been raised.

Meeting of the Audit Committee
The audit committee are required to carry out the review of internal control prior to completion of the

Annual Return at the May meeting. It was agreed the Audit Committee would meet in early May.
Action: clerk to confirm date, publish agenda and papers.

Standing Orders were suspended at this point to consider the following two items:

1.

Internal Audit Invoice

The internal auditor had completed their work and submitted an invoice for £270, as per the contract.
Clir Fawcitt proposed the invoice be approved for payment, seconded by ClIr carne, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to make payment.

Caldicot Musical Theatre Society Grant Application
An application had been received for a grant of £400 towards the cost of purchasing new radio mics.

The grant budget for 2024/25 is £1,000. Councillors felt that given the limited budget available it
would not be appropriate to award the full amount . Clir Fawcitt proposed a grant of £200 be awarded,
seconded by Clir Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the applicant and make payment.

Standing Orders were reinstated.

12.

a.

LAND REGISTRY
Update on Estimated Legal Costs
Two estimates had been obtained:
* Atkinsons Solicitors estimated £2,000 excluding VAT plus the land registration fees.
e Twomlows Solicitors estimated £2,500 excluding VAT plus the land registration fees.
The land registration fee is expected to be around £250 per piece of land.

Both solicitors stated they could not produce a formal quote without first looking at the information
available to support the applications, and the final cost would depend on how many queries were
raised by land registry.

Next Steps

Given the quantity of information that would need to be reviewed by the solicitors, it was deemed not
reasonable or practical to obtain thre¢ duotes. It was agreed Twomlows Solicitor, as the most local, be
asked to review the informatiap 2f ide ggq?ote. Action: clerk to contact Twomlows.
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13.

14.

15.

PLACE PLAN
Update from Working Group Meeting on 26 March 2024
Due to lack of availability of working group members the meeting did not take place.

Next Steps

Members felt the way forward would be to meet with a representative of MCC Planning department,
with a view to establishing how the Place Plan would sit alongside the Revised Local Development
Plan. Action: clerk to invite Mr O’Connor to the May council meeting.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Emergency Plan for the D-Day80 Beacon Event

The Emergency Plan had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Parker proposed the plan
be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all.

Risk Assessment for the D-Day80 Beacon Event

The Risk Assessment had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Nurcombe proposed the
risk assessment be approved, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all.

Community BBQ Event

Caldicot Musical Theatre Society had confirmed they would take part in the event.

Community Fireworks Event
Horizon Fireworks carried out a site visit on the 25" March 2024. They confirmed The Quest would

meet their requirements, but if they could be located in the adjacent field that would be preferable. The
landowner had confirmed the field could be used.

Horizon Fireworks had clarified the pyrotechnic finale did not use fireworks, it consists of single shots
and jets which give a shower of sparks.

REVIEW OF DOCUMENTS
Review of 2023/24 Annual Plan

Performance target 4 to be amended to allow for relocation of the planter on Crick Road to Farthing Hill
once the Elderwood development is completed.

Performance target 6 to be amended to provide a fifth defibrillator to be located on the verge at the
junction of Sudbrook Road and Great Spring Road, Sudbrook.

It was agreed that the plan would be reviewed annually rather than quarterly.
Action: clerk to draft 2024/25 Annual Plan and agenda for approval in May.

Assign Reviews of Council Policies and Procedures

Complaints Procedure - The Council adopted the One Voice Wales Model Resolution Protocol and there
have been no notified amendments, therefore, no further review is required.

Freedom of Information Policy - Action: Clir Carne to review.

iii Data Protection Policy - Action: Clir Lillie to review.

iv

Press/Media Policy - Action: Clir Holley to review.

v Social Media Policy - Action: Clir Holley to review
16. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No items were raised.
17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meetings as Tuesday
21st May 2024 at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall, with the Annual Meeting at 6.30pm to be
followed by the Ordinary meeting at 7.00pm. The meeting was declared closed at 8.55pm.
Mrs B Young
Clerk
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