MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 19th MARCH 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir J Adams, Clir T Fawcitt (Chair), Clir P Holley, Clir N Hubbard, Clir B Lillie, Clir G Parker, Clir P Perry, Clir H
Wilsher and County Clir Dymock.

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

1.

Chairman’s Signature .......)0NC ...\ e

PUBLIC MEETING
No issues had been raised with the clerk by residents.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Clir Carne who was on holiday and Clir Nurcombe who was unwell.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Clir Wilsher declared an interest in agenda item 13.b. as an organiser of the Easter event to which the
grant application related. Action: clerk to update website.

COUNCILLOR VACANCY

Clir Parker proposed Mr Phillip Perry be co-opted as a councillor for the Sudbrook ward, seconded by
Clir Holley, agreed by all. Mr Perry completed the acceptance of office declaration. Action: clerk to
process required documentation.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
Clir Fawcitt proposed that the minutes of the February meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by Clir Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

CLERK’S REPORT
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)

A schedule of planned work from Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) showed the double yellow lines
outside the Portskewett Inn being extended past the pharmacy and The Old School house. There were
no double yellow lines shown on the opposite side of the road as originally requested by the Council.

A resident had put forward the idea that the Council arrange an “Art in the Windows” event, which had
proved popular in neighbouring areas. Clir Wilsher suggested holding it in the autumn with a Halloween
theme, which would allow window displays to be lit.

Clir Parker reported pot holes on the Sudbrook road near the corner of the churchyard. Pot holes on
Middle Road Leechpool were also reported.

CliIr Holley raised the issue of increased dog fouling, and suggested a reminder be posted on the
Council Facebook page and website.

Clir Hubbard reported that the car park at Black Rock picnic site is covered in moss and loose gravel,
making the surface a slip hazard.

Clir Carne had informed the clerk that Archbishop Rowan Williams School was planning to establish
some allotments. As there is a long waiting list for the Sudbrook allotments it was suggested that the
school was approached with regard to allocating allotments to residents on the waiting list.
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b.i

b.ii

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne was not present.

Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
Clir Carne attended the meeting held on 22" February 2024 and had forwarded the following

information:

e The Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) will go to MCC Cabinet on April 10" for approval.
Signage will need to be in place to enforce the new rules. Posters may be available promoting
awareness that dog owners they must carry dog waste bags and can be challenged.

e A MCC dog fouling awareness day will be held on 27" June in Rogiet, Chepstow and Caerwent. It
was agreed that the Council would look to hold a dog fouling awareness session at the Cornfield
Fun Run.

One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 18" April 2024. ClIr Carne had agreed to attend.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)

b.iv

b.v

b.vi

145

12.

Clir Holley reported the Food Safety Standards will be reviewed in May. Arrangements for the Easter
event are progressing.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
Action: clerk to establish the date of the next meeting.

The Cornfield Project Committee
Clir Lillie attended the meeting held on 18" March 2024. A request was made for volunteers to

marshal the Fun Run and for the loan of the Council marquee. This had previously been agreed. The
committee also asked for information on any funding sources available. The committee were intereste
in the Place Plan and were very supportive of it, feeling reassured by the Council producing it.

Severnside Area Committee
The next meeting will be held remotely on Thursday 21t March 2024 at 5pm.

NEW CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS RAISED

National Eisteddfod 2024

The 2024 National Eisteddfod will be held in Rhondda Cynon Taf, and donations are needed to support
the event. Given that the Council’s grant funds are limited councillors agreed they should be used to
support activities within the council area. Clir Holley proposed no donation be made to the eisteddfod,
seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all.

PLANNING

Planning Application DM/2023/00757

The application related to 65 Main Road, Portskewett. A reconsultation was taking place following an
amended site layout plan being submitted in relation to parking and access, drainage and ecology.
Councillors raised no objections to the amended plan. Clir Parker proposed the application be
recommended for approval, seconded by Clir Holley, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response.

Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
Nothing to report.

~

Clir Adams joined the meeting at this point.

13.

Chairman’s Signature

a.

FINANCE

Pink Paper March
The pink paper for March had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Holley proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,470.96
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 271.11
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 150.10
Merlin Environmental Servic (Waste collection March Inv. 1678) 268.80
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14.

Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room February Inv. 381) 24.00
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 4.1.24 to 3.4.24) 18.00

Balances held: Current Account £7,586.02, Deposit Account £14,055.89, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall Grant Application

An application had been received for a grant of £125 to put on an easter event to raise funds towards
renovating the toilet facilities. The remaining grant budget for 2023/24 was £76.75, there were under-
spends on other budgets. Clir Holley proposed a grant of £125 be approved, seconded by Clir Adams,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the applicant and make payment.

Society of Local Council Clerks Membership 2024/25
The cost of membership for 2024/25 would be £183. Clir Parker proposed the membership be

renewed, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to renew membership and make
payment in the new financial year.

LAND REGISTRY
Update on Estimated Legal Costs
Deferred to the next meeting.

Next Steps
Estimated legal cost to be established. Action: Clir Wilsher, Clir Adams, Clir Parker and clerk.

County Clir Dymock joined the meeting at this point.

15.

16.

17.

a.

a.i

b.i

C.i

PLACE PLAN
Update from Working Group Meeting on 12" March 2024
Due to illness the meeting was not held.

Next Steps
As no response had been received from the officer at MCC, County Clir Dymock contacted the officer

requesting feedback on the draft plan by 22" March 2024. A meeting of the working group was
arranged for 26" March at 7.30pm via Teams.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings Event

A D-Day 80 Flag of Peace has been produced at the request of many Councils, the cost ranges from
£22.80 for a 3' x 2’ to £28.80 for a 5’ x 3. Flags will be flown from 9am on 6™ June and left up for one
week. Clir Parker proposed two 5’ x 3’ flags be purchased at a cost of £57.60, to be flown on the
church and the village green, seconded by ClIr Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to order flags.

Community BBQ Event
Clir Holley offered to seek a donation of rolls for the BBQ. Action: Clir Holley.

Community Fireworks Event
A site visit has been arranged with Horizon Fireworks on the 25" March 2024 at 11am. Clir Parker will
attend.

DOCUMENTS FOR APPROVAL

Contracts for Grounds Maintenance Services 2024/25

Draft contracts had been circulated for consideration. Clir Fawcitt proposed the contracts be approved,
seconded by ClIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to forward contracts to Tayman Fencing and
Monmouthshire County Council.

Contract for Dog Waste Collection Services 2024/25

A draft contract had been circulated for consideration. Clir Fawcitt proposed the contract be approved,
seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to forward contract to Merlin Environmental
Services.
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c. Play Area and Equipment Risk Assessment _

The draft risk assessment had been circulated for consideration. Clir Fawcitt proposed the risk
assessment be approved, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on
website.

18. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No items were raised.

10. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock had been approached by a resident seeking to purchase an area of land owned by
Monmouthshire Housing Association opposite 71 The Close, Portskewett.
Following complaints from residents regarding the closure of a section of the footpath along Main Road,
Clir Dymock had asked MCC to provide additional signage.
Clir Dymock confirmed the kissing gate on the coastal path near Sudbrook play park, will not be
removed to allow disabled access to the coastal path, as there are two alternative access points which
are suitable for disabled users.
Redrow had informed Clir Dymock that the waste on the boundary of Lave Way, Mill Meadows, was
garden waste put there by residents. ClIr Parker confirmed it was left there by the developer’s grounds
clearance team when they were clearing that area of the site ready for development.
Concerns had been raised regarding the amount of soil being brought in and stored in the compound
area of the Mill Meadows development. Redrow had stated it was for use in reinstating the ground by
the foreshore. There are concerns that unwanted soil is being brought in from other sites as a means
of disposal, and whether the developer has obtained an environmental license from Natural resources
Wales for this.
A planned footpath within the Elderwood development on Crick Road has not been completed yet. The
developers are talking with the affected homeowners on the Treetops estate.
The MCC budget for 2024/25 has been approved, the proposed cuts to education were not made and
food waste bags will continue to be provided free of charge.

19. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday
16th April 2024 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared closed
at 8.25 pm.

Mrs B Young

Clerk

Chairman’s Signature .. 43>
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