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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir J Adams, Clir C Carne, Clir T Fawcitt (Chair), Clir B Lillie, Clir P Nurcombe, Clir H Wilsher.

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

1. PUBLIC MEETING
No issues had been raised with the clerk by residents.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

& APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Clir P Holley, Clir N Hubbard and Clir G Parker.

4, DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No declarations of interest were made.

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a. Clir Adams proposed that the minutes of the January meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by Clir Wilsher, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

b. Clir Carne proposed that the minutes of the February Extraordinary meeting be accepted as a true
record, seconded by ClIr Lillie, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)

The Cornfield Project are seeking to establish a link with the Council either by a councillor attending
their committee meeting once a quarter or by a representative attending the monthly Council meeting.
They also asked permission to use Harold’s Field for their annual fun run on 28" April 2024, and to
advertise the event on the Village Green. Councillors had no objections to these requests. Clir Lillie
offered to attend a Cornfield Project committee meeting to assess the ongoing requirement.

Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) have invited Town and Community Councils to work with them
in making Monmouthshire an Age-Friendly County by nominating an Age-Friendly Champion to
represent their area to help drive forward the World Health Organisation Age Friendly Status. Clir
Wilsher offered to be the Council representative.

8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
a. ARW School Governing Body
The next meeting will take place w/c 26" February 2024.
b.i Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
The next meeting will be held on 22" February 2024. Clir Carne will attend the meeting.

b.i One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The minutes of the January meeting had been circulated. The next meeting will take place in April.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH
Clir Nurcombe attended the meeting held on 15" January 2024. Discussions centred around the need
to raise funds to meet the running costs of the Recreation Hall. A number of fundraising ideas were put
forward, an Easter egg trail is planned for Easter weekend and a sports day will be held in the summer.

b.iv Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall
A meeting was held on 13!" February 2024. ClIr Lillie was unable to attend.

Chairman’s Signature K
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b.v Severnside Area Committee

The next meeting will be held remotely on Thursday 21t March 2024 at 5pm. Clir Carne is unable to
attend. Action: clerk to send her apologies.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Dymock was not present.

NEW CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS RAISED
Councillor Resignation
Clir Thomas had submitted a letter of resignation. This was duly noted.

. Council Representation on One Voice Wales Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee

ClIr Wilsher proposed Clir Carne be appointed as the Council’s representative on the One Voice Wales
Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk to
notify One Voice Wales.

PLANNING

Response to Reconsultation on Planning Application DM/2023/01714

The application related to 24 Arthur's Court, Gray Hill View, Portskewett and was for an amendment to
The exterior finish of the extension. Councillors raised no objections to the amendment and the
application was recommended for approval.

. Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council

A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

FINANCE

Pink Paper February

The pink paper for February had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Adams proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Wilsher, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,471.16
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 271.11
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 149.90
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection February Inv. 1646) 268.80
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room January Inv. 367) 24.00

Balances held: Current Account £9,822.43, Deposit Account £14,055.89, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

Internal Audit Contract 2024/25

Mr Murphy had indicated he would be willing to continue as Internal Auditor for the Council for the
2024/25 financial year; the fee would increase to £270. Clir Adams proposed the contract with Mr
Murphy be renewed with a fee of £270, seconded by Clir Wilsher, agreed by all. Action: clerk to send
contract documentation to Mr Murphy.

Manual Handling Training for the Caretaker

The Caretaker is required to undertake manual handling training every two years. There are a number
of online training courses available, however many of them are aimed at organisations with numerous
employees so the costs are much higher. Two costings had been obtained for individual online training:
e VitaSkills.co.uk - provide a 90 minute course at a cost of £14.40 including VAT

e High Speed Training — provide a 2 hour course at a cost of £31.20 including VAT

Both courses are approved by CPD and include a certified assessment on completion of the course.
Clir Adams proposed the training be arranged with Vitaskills.co.uk, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to arrange the training.

LAND REGISTRY

HM Land Registry confirmed their records show no applications for the registration of Stowball
Common or The Village Green had been received by them. They advised the Council should
submit formal applications to register the land, along with documentary evidence of
devolution of title and the registra n fees. They cautioned that registering land can be a
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complex area of law and they are unable to provide advice prior to an application beip,g made.
ClIr Fawcitt proposed a solicitor be engaged to submit the applications on the Council’s behalf,
seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all. Action: Clir Adams and ClIr Wilsher to approach

contacts to obtain an idea of the likely cost.

14.  PLACE PLAN

a. Update on the draft Place Plan ' _ _
The draft Place Plan was circulated to members on 15" February for their consideration. A copy was

forwarded to the Head of Planning at Monmouthshire County Council with a request for potential
meeting dates. Action: Clir Carne to forward the draft plan to Kay Swift (Crick representative).

b. Next Steps
Action: All Councillors to submit feedback on the draft plan, in particular on the last section —

measurements and findings. Clir Adams to arrange a meeting of the working group to review
feedback and agree any amendments.

15. COMMUNITY EVENTS
a.i 80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings Event
A Redrow representative had informed the Council they were unable to give permission for the event
to be held on Sudbrook Camp due to uncertainties in relation to the future ownership of the land and
associated insurance concerns. The event will now take place in Harold’s Field, Portskewett.

b. Community BBQ Event

b.i Update on Arrangements
Confirmation had been received that the event could be held at The Portskewett Inn on 3™ August.

The bouncy castle and DJ have been booked.

Mrs Adams confirmed she would organise a craft activity and craft supplies have been purchased.
Community Groups have been invited to have stalls; responses due by 315t March 2024. Two stalls
have been confirmed; a bottle stall and a tombola.

b.ii Street Trading License and Temporary Event Notice
A block day street trading license will be required at a cost of £146 (plus inflation) along with a

Temporary Event License at a cost of £21. ClIr Fawcitt proposed the payments be approved,
seconded by Clir Adams, agreed by all. Action: clerk to apply for licenses and make
payments.

c.i Community Fireworks Event
Horizon Fireworks have been booked for the 6" November 2024 and the deposit has been paid. A site

visit will be arranged in due course.

16. COUNCILLOR VACANCY — SUDBROOK WARD
a. Update on Published Vacancy Notice

MCC Democratic Services had been notified of the vacancy and their vacancy notice was published.
There had been no requests for an election so the Council can fill the vacancy by co-option.

b. Two expressions of interest in the vacancy had been received. Public comments had been received
regarding the vacancy which were duly noted. Clir Lillie proposed the Chair and Vice-chair interview the
candidates, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: Chair to arrange interviews.

17. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Grant Application from Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall.

18. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday
19th March 2024 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared closed
at 7.56 pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk

Chairman’s Signature \
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