MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 16th JANUARY 2024

Councillors Present:
Clir J Adams, Clir T Fawcitt (Chair), Clir N Hubbard, Clir P Nurcombe, Clir G Parker, Clir | Thomas, Clir H
Wilsher.

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

1. PUBLIC MEETING
No issues had been raised with the clerk by residents.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Clir Carne who was away, Clir Lillie who was working away and Clir P
Holley.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No declarations of interest were made.

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a. Clir Parker proposed that the minutes of the December meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by Clir Thomas, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) had notified the clerk that footpath no.8 would be closed for a
further six months.

8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
a. ARW School Governing Body
Clir Carne was not present.
b.i Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
No meetings had been held. MCC forwarded a complaint they had received about dog fouling on the

footpath adjacent to St Mary’s church. As there was no information regarding the offender no action could
be taken.

b.ii One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
Clir Thomas and the clerk attended the meeting on 11" January 2024. Alison Owen from the Community

Transport Association (CTA) spoke about the work they do. Bridges Car Scheme are looking to expand
into other areas. CTA looking for more volunteers and would like scheme to be promoted for users too.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Nothing to report.

b.iv Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall
No meetings had been held.

b.v Severnside Area Committee

ClIr Carne had attended the meeting held on 14" December 2023; the meeting centred around MCC'’s
Active Travel Plan.

9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNT COUNCILLOR
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10.

NEW CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS RAISED

a. Welsh Government Consultation on Future Spending Purposes for Dormant Assets Funding in Wales

11.

Chairman’s Signature ...

Welsh Government are inviting views on four potential spending purposes for Dormant Asset Funds in
order to prioritise where the funds are spent. The four potential purposes are: children and young people;
climate and nature emergencies; financial inclusion and community action. Following discussion the
consultation response form was completed. Action: clerk to submit response.

PLANNING

. Response to Planning Application DM/2023/01714

The application related to 24 Arthur’s Court, Gray Hill View, Portskewett and was for a single storey front
extension for a bedroom. Councillors raised no concerns, and the application was recommended for
approval.

. Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.
FINANCE

. Pink Paper January

The pink paper for January had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Adams proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,471.16
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 271.1
HMRC - NIC and PAYE 149.90
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection January Inv. 1624) 336.00
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Committee Room December Inv. 347) 24.00

Balances held: Current Account £13,297.40, Deposit Account £14,055.89, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

. Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations

Clir Fawcitt had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and found everything in order.

. Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 9 months ending 31st December 2023

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Clir Fawcitt proposed the report be
accepted, seconded by CliIr Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk
to publish on website.

PLACE PLAN

. Update from the meeting held on 9" January 2024

The notes from the meeting were circulated to all Councillors. Clir Parker suggested an additional
requirement be added to the Place Plan that any developer carries out a consultation at the start of
planning a development, not just at the end when the plans have been drawn up, in order to gain an
understanding of the community and what would be appropriate to sit within that community.

. Next Steps

Action: Clir Adams to merge the content of the meeting notes into the draft Place Plan, to be
circulate to all Councillors for feedback, and Mr O’Connor (MCC), by 7*" February 2024.

Action: clerk to invite Mr O’Connor (MCC) to Place Plan working group meeting w/c 12" February
2024.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

. Arrangements for the Beacon Lighting for the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings

The anniversary date is 6" June 2024. The International Tribute is to be read at 9.15pm, followed by
lighting of the beacon. Action: clerk to obtain permission to hold the event on Sudbrook Camp and
complete the required event documentation.

. Community Fun Day 2024

Clir Parker proposed a village BBQ event be held in August and in November a Firework event, seconded
by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Saturday 3 August was the date agreed for the BBQ event, to be held at
the Portskewett Inn, and Tuesday 5" November for the firework event, to be held at The Quest.
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17.

18.

Action: clerk to book DJ and Bouncy Castle for the BBQ event and invite local organisa_tions to
have a stall, to obtain quotes for laser/drone fireworks display and to complete all required
documentation. Clir Fawcitt to confirm date with Portskewett Inn.

RISK ASSESSMENTS

. Clerk’s Home Working Risk Assessment

A draft document had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Parker proposed the Clerk’s
Home Working Risk Assessment be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to
complete the assessment, Chair to review.

. Risk Assessment for the Caretaker's Role

A draft document had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Parker proposed the Risk
Assessment for the Caretaker’s Role be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: Chair
to review.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

. Health and Safety Policy Statement

A draft document had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Parker proposed the Health and
Safety Policy Statement be approved, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish
on website.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Place Plan

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday

20th February 2024 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 7.55pm.

Mrs B Young
Clerk

Chairman’s Signature .....=%
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