MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 17th OCTOBER 2023

Councillors Present:
Cllr C Carne(Chair), CliIr B Lillie, Cllr P Nurcombe, ClIir G Parker, Clir | Thomas and Clir H Wilsher. County ClIr
Dymock was also present.

Members of the Public present:
No members of the public were present.

1. PUBLIC MEETING
No members of the public were present, and no issues had been raised with the clerk.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Clir T Fawcitt who was on holiday and Cllr Hubbard.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
No declarations of interest were made.

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a. Cllr Thomas proposed that the minutes of the September Meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded
by ClIr Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

b. Clir Parker proposed that the minutes of the October Extraordinary Meeting be accepted as a true
record, seconded by ClIr Wilsher, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were no further updates.

7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
Trees bordering Portskewett House are causing concern as they are obscuring the streetlight and are
likely to become entangled with overhead cables.

Residents of Manor Way have received abuse from senior football club members who park on Manor
Way. ClIr Dymock is aware of the situation and will raise the issue at the upcoming Recreation Hall
Committee meeting. Suggested solutions; Manor Way is made residents parking only or take the green
away.

8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
a. ARW School Governing Body
Nothing to report.
Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
No meetings had been held.
One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The minutes of the July 2023 meeting had been circulated. The next meeting will be held remotely at 7pm
on 26™ October 2023.

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
The committee are seeking an architect to draw up plans for proposed alterations.

b.iv Portskewett Heritage Centre
There was nothing to report.

b.v Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall
No meetings had been held.

b.vi Severnside Area Committee
No meetings had been held.

b.i

b.ii
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9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County Councillor confirmed a 21-day consultation commenced on 4" October 2023 in respect of the
proposed double yellow lines outside Portskewett Pharmacy.

Clir Dymock clarified one of the sites proposed for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller pitches is Severn View
Farm, not Oakgrove Farm as stated. Monmouthshire County Council’'s (MCC) Scrutiny Committee will
discuss the proposals on Wednesday 25" October, following which a public meeting may be arranged if
appropriate. A six-month consultation will start on 18" October 2023. The RLDP cross party committee
did not agree to take this forward.

10. NEW CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS RAISED
a. Consultation on Removal of Payphones
Notification had been received that the payphone in Sudbrook was planned to be removed. In the last 12
months 30 calls had been made from the payphone, none of which were to helpline numbers. Clir Parker
proposed the payphone be removed, seconded by Cllir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Councillors expressed
an interest in utilising the phone box. Action: clerk to submit response.

b. Consultation on Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) on Dog Controls in Monmouthshire
The following areas within the Portskewett Community are covered by the consultation:
e The Quest Field Play Area and Benches, Portskewett (Lead Only)
e Walkers Flats Play Area, Sudbrook (Exclusion)
e Archbishop Rowan Williams Church in Wales School, Crick Road, Portskewett (Exclusion)

Councillors considered the provisions within the order and agreed their support for all. Clir Nurcombe
proposed the clerk respond accordingly, seconded by Clir Parker, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit
response.

c. Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) Sites Proposed to Meet Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Pitch Needs
MCC'’s Cabinet put forward two sites in the Caldicot East strategic site in the LDP, which would each
provide six pitches. The following concerns were raised in respect of the proposed sites:

e Loss of agricultural land.

e Air quality.

e Conflicts with Revised Local Development Plan.

e Locations not suitable due to safety concerns e.g. lack of pavements.

ClIr Parker proposed the Council submit a response based on the above, seconded by Clir Thomas,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response, County Cllr Dymock to circulate information.

d. Wales Air Ambulance Community Council Appeal 2023
Wales Air Ambulance Charity wrote seeking support for their 2023 Community Council Appeal. Clir
Parker proposed no financial support be given as not a local organisation, seconded by Clir Thomas,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to respond.

11. PLANNING
a. Planning Applications Approve/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
A schedule had been circulated to councillors. This was duly noted.

12. EINANCE
a. Pink Paper October
The pink paper for October had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Parker proposed the
following payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Thomas, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,393.41
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 248.05
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 133.79
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection October Inv. 1550) 336.00
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall September Inv. 300) 24.00

Balances held: Current Account £13,959.13, Deposit Account £9,093.39, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

Chairman’s Signature ..o Page 2 of 3



b. Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
CliIr Fawcitt had carried out the quarterly bank reconciliation check and found everything in order.

c. Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the 6 months ending 30" September 2023
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Cllr Parker proposed the report
be accepted, seconded by Clir Thomas, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

d. Three Year Budget Forecast
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Clir Parker proposed the budget
forecast be approved, seconded by Clir Thomas, agreed by all.

13. STAFF APPRAISAL
a. ClIr Fawcitt had carried out the Caretaker’s annual appraisal. No concerns were raised.

14. PLACE PLAN
a. The working group met on 3rd October 2023.

b. Following discussion it was agreed that a plan should be prepared from the responses received to date.
The plan would then be sent out for consultation.

15. TRAINING PLAN
a. A draft training plan had been circulated for councillors’ consideration.

b. Clir Parker proposed the Training Plan be approved, seconded by Clir Lillie, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to publish on website.

16. COUNCILLOR VACANCY — PORTSKEWETT WARD
a. An expression of interest was received from Mr P Holley, who had previously served on the Council.

b. Clir Lillie proposed, Mr Holley be co-opted as a Councillor, seconded by ClIr Parker, agreed by all.
Action: clerk to process documentation.

17. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 2024/25

a. Four contractors submitted tenders: £'s
¢ Monmouthshire County Council 6,123.60
¢ MM Garden Services and Fencing 6,250.00
o Robb Lewis Tree Surgery and Ground Maintenance 4,800.00
e Tayman Fencing 4,100.00

A comparison of the breakdown of the costs had been circulated to members for consideration. It was
agreed that best value should be obtained, if possible, by awarding areas of the contract to different
contractors, as follows:

e  Monmouthshire County Council — The Village Green and the Bowl of Harold’s Field, and The Quest.
¢ Tayman Fencing — Stowball Common and Harold’s Field.

b. Clir Lillie proposed Monmouthshire County Council and Tayman Fencing be asked if they would accept
contracts for part of the work, seconded by Clir Thomas, agreed by all. Action: clerk to write to
contractors.

18. REMEMBRANCE DAY
a. The remembrance service is due to be held on Sunday 12" November. Action: clerk to confirm
arrangements with the Church warden and arrange readers.

b. Clir Parker proposed the cost of a wreath and bugler be approved up to the budget of £30, seconded by
Clir Thomas, agreed by all. Action: clerk to order wreath and arrange bugler.

19. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Arrangements for Carols on the Green.

20. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday
21st November 2023 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 8.00pm.

CliIr Carne - Chair
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