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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL  

TUESDAY 20th JUNE 2023 

Councillors Present:   
Mr J Adams, Mrs C Carne (Chair), Mr N Hubbard, Mr D Hunt, Mr B Lillie, Mr P Nurcombe, Mr G Parker, Mrs I 
Thomas and Mrs H Wilsher.  County Cllr Dymock was also present. 

Members of the Public present: 
Mrs C Phelps - Chair of Archbishop Rowan Williams School Parent teachers Association (PTA) and Mr G 
Turner – resident. 
 
1. PUBLIC MEETING 

Mrs Phelps attended the meeting to outline the plans the PTA have to support the school.  The PTA are 
currently providing book bags for the reception children joining the school each year, they support the year 
6 leavers’ events and are working with the Cornfield project to establish growing areas for the pupils to 
maintain. 

The PTA spoke to the pupils about ideas they had and what they would like to see improved, 5 themes 
were identified: sensory, shelter, nature, clean up and recreation with purpose. 

The school has a positive outlook on sports and the PTA would also like to develop this further.  
Consideration is being given to providing another playing field with an all-weather surface, the estimated 
cost of which is £120,000.  The PTA want to work with the local community to gain their support with this.  

The Chair explained the Council are working on a place plan for the Community and would like to include 
the ideas for the school in the plan. 

County Cllr Dymock asked how access to the all-weather area would be managed.  Mrs Phelps explained 
the location being considered is right at the back of the existing school field, a hedge would be removed, 
and part of the current field would be used. 

   Cllr Thomas asked where funding was being sought, Mrs Phelps responded lottery funding and other  
       available grants would be applied for, and the Church in Wales may be able to provide a grant.  

   Mr Turner raised the following concerns: 

• A year ago the state of the road surface on Crick Road had been raised with Monmouthshire 
County 
Council (MCC) and no improvements had been made. 

• MCC had told residents that Crick Road could not be closed yet it has been.  Mr Turner requested 
that Crick Road either be kept closed or be made one way only, given the recurring issues with 
road safety due to it’s use by HGV’s and buses, and parents parking outside the school.    

   Concerns regarding the safety of school children and pedestrians had been raised with MCC, but they 
       were currently unable to provide plans showing what improvements are planned e.g. a footpath from the  
       new development to the B4245.  Cllr Dymock confirmed if no traffic calming measures were forthcoming 
       she would follow up on this issue. 
 
2.    SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed. 
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Fawcitt who had a family commitment.  
 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 There were no interests to declare. 
 
5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

a.  Cllr Parker proposed that the minutes of the Annual Meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by  
     Cllr Thomas, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.  
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b.  Cllr Parker proposed that the minutes of the May Ordinary Meeting be accepted as a true record, 
     seconded by Cllr Thomas, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.  

c.  Cllr Carne proposed that the minutes of the May Extraordinary Meeting be accepted as a true record,  
     seconded by Cllr Wilsher, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.  

 
6. CLERK’S REPORT  
  a.  The report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Cllr Dymock had spoken to MCC Highways regarding 
       the location of the Speed Indicator Device on Caldicot Road and they confirmed the device was positioned 
       correctly to pick up vehicle movements.  
 
7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED) 
 Best Kept Garden Competition 
 A resident had raised concerns that with the competition reverting to its original form, it was not inclusive 

for all members of the community.  Councillors agreed the format met the original purpose of the 
competition and felt all members of the community had an equal opportunity to participate.  Councillors felt 
it was not possible to change anything for the 2023 competition given that it was nearly the end of June, 
but advertising would be changed for future competitions and information about the competition would be 
added to the website.   

 Potholes Middle Road Leechpool 
       Cllr Dymock had reported the potholes and MCC were due to carry out repairs. 

       Issues Raised by a Resident 
 A resident raised the following concerns: 

• Overgrown pathway from Caldicot Road to the Close, Portskewett. 

• Flooded/overgrown pathway from the Cornfield to the Pill. 

• Closed pathway from the B4245 to the Severn Bridge Industrial Estate 

• Slow progress with the cycle path. 

• Coastal path from the Pill to Sudbrook not being maintained. 

• Speed of vehicles through Portskewett. 

• Monitoring of dog fouling. 

 The clerk had responded to the resident and forwarded the issues raised to the relevant bodies.  Cllr 
Dymock offered to meet with the resident. 

       Abandoned Car at Castlegate Business Park 
 The vehicle had been reported and has been moved.   

       Grounds Maintenance 
 A number of complaints had been received regarding Stowball Common, Harold’s Field and the Village 

Green.  Cllr Dymock offered to arrange a meeting with Mr Cleaver and Cllr Parker.   

 Manor Way and the Close, Portskewett 
Residents had reported lorries and large vans parking on the pavement in these areas making it difficult 
for other vehicles to pass through. 

Residents also raised concerns that when the Football Tournament takes place on 24th and 25th June 
2023, parking would be an issue.  Cllr Dymock confirmed the Castlegate Car Park will be used. 

 
8.    REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES  
  a.  ARW School Governing Body 
  Cllr Carne had nothing to report.  

  b.i Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group 
   No meetings had been held.  Cllr Carne had put new signs up. 

 b.ii One Voice Wales – Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee 
  The next meeting is on 6th July 2023, Cllr Thomas and the clerk will attend.  The Minutes of the April 

meeting have been circulated to members.  
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b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH) 
   Cllr Dymock informed members that Mr Stuart Cochrane had been appointed as the Chair at the Annual 

Meeting.  An application is being made for lottery funding, and the exterior of the building is due to be 
painted soon.  

b.iv Portskewett Heritage Centre 
       There was nothing to report.  The next meeting will be held in July. 

 b.v Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall 
 Cllr Lillie was unable to attend the meeting on 6th June 2023, apologies were sent.   
 
9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
       The County Councillor informed members the Public Spaces Protection Order on Dog Controls would go  
       to the cabinet in October/November.   
       A Levelling Up Fund of approximately £26 million had been agreed, and the focus in the Caldicot area 
       would be the renovation of Caldicot leisure centre and updating the town centre. 
       Cllr Dymock made members aware of a consultation on school transport for primary schools. 
       An Active Travel fund of £699 million has been agreed.  MCC will be using funding on the active travel 
       route along the old railway line and to provide a footpath linking up to the Severn Bridge Industrial Estate. 
 
10.  NEW CORRESPONDENCE AND MATTERS RAISED 
   a. The next meeting of the Severnside Area Committee will be held at 5pm on Thursday 29th June at 
       Caldicot Town Council Offices.  County Cllr Dymock was attending as both County Cllr and Community  
       Cllr for Portskewett.  Cllr Thomas proposed Cllr Carne be the new Community Council representative,  
       seconded by Cllr Parker, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to forward meeting details to Cllr Carne. 
 
11. PLANNING 
   a. Planning Application DM/2023/00730 
 The application related to 54 Main Road, Portskewett, and was for proposed new double off street car  
 parking space and high timber fence adjoining highway.  Councillors raised no objections as long as MCC  
       planning were happy with the height of the fence adjoining the highway and with visibility from the parking 
       area.  Cllr Parker proposed the application be recommended for approval, seconded by Cllr Lillie, agreed 
       by all.  Action: clerk to submit response. 

   b. Planning Application DM/2023/00691 
 The application related to The Anchorage, 42 Caldicot Road, Portskewett, and was for the demolition of 
       an extension, construction of single storey rear extension and associated works.  The application was  
       considered by Councillors between meetings, no objections were raised, and the application was  
       recommended for approval. 

   c. Planning Application DM/2023/00683 
 The application related to 44 Caldicot Road, Portskewett, and was to raise the ridge and eaves of roof to  
 aid loft conversion and create hip to gables to increase surface area for increased solar panels installation  
 to rear.  The application was considered by Councillors between meetings, no objections were raised, and 
       the application was recommended for approval. 

   d. Enforcement Cases 
       For the time being circulation of enforcement cases has been suspended by Monmouthshire County  
       Council. 
  
12.  FINANCE 
   a. Pink Paper June 
       The pink paper for June had been circulated for councillors’ consideration.  Cllr Parker proposed the  
       following payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Adams, agreed by all:  
                                                   £’s 
 Salaries                           1,393.41            
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions       248.05          
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE       133.79 
       Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection June Inv. 1446)     268.80 
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       Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Hire of Hall May Inv. 229)  24.00       
       Monmouthshire County Council (Inv. 70217849 Lease of Harold’s Field 2023/24) 133.22 
 One Voice Wales (Inv.7271 Code of Conduct training HW)  38.00 
 Unity Trust Bank (Bank charges 5.3.23 to 3.6.23)  18.00 

       Balances held: Current Account £11,248.87, Deposit Account £8,844.77, and Lloyds Account £0. 

 Action: clerk to make payments. 

   b. Wales Air Ambulance Service Grant Application     
       An application for a grant of £200 had been received from the Wales Air Ambulance Service, to help meet 

 the cost of the service.  Cllr Parker proposed no grant be awarded as it had previously been agreed the 
limited grant fund should benefit the community at a local level, seconded by Cllr Thomas, agreed by all. 
Action: clerk to notify the Wales Air Ambulance Service.  
 

13.  STANDING ORDERS 
   a. The Model Standing Orders had been updated to comply with all relevant legislation including the Local 

 Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021.  The clerk had circulated a copy of the revised Standing  
 Orders which highlighted the areas which had changed, and drew members’ attention to these. Cllr 
 Parker proposed the revised Standing Orders be adopted, seconded by Cllr Lillie, agreed by all. Action:  
 clerk to publish on website. 

 
14.  COMMUNITY FUN DAY 
   a. It had not been possible to co-ordinate the availability of the Recreation hall and rides etc for the 8th July. 

 A smaller event had been suggested for an alternative date and venue, and enquiries had been made to  
  establish if this would be viable.   

   b. Cllr Thomas proposed a Village BBQ with entertainment be held on Saturday 29th July at the Portskewett  
       Inn, seconded by Cllr Hunt, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to submit Event Notification Form and obtain  
       necessary licenses for the event. 

       A meeting of the events working group was arranged for the 4th July 2023 at 7pm at the Portskewett Inn. 

   c. The DJ, Mr Lock, would be available for the event at a cost of £150.  Cllr Parker proposed Mr Lock be  
       hired, seconded by Cllr Thomas, agreed by all.        

   d. Enquiries to find a singer/band to perform at the event had been unsuccessful.  

   e. A Temporary Event Notice (TEN) would be needed to cover outside entertainment, which would cost £21. 
       Cllr Thomas proposed the payment be approved, seconded by Cllr Parker, agreed by all.  Action: clerk  
       to apply for TEN and make payment. 

    f. A Street Trading License would be required for the event, which would cost £142.  Cllr Parker proposed  
       the payment be approved, seconded by Cllr Thomas, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to apply for  
       license and make payment. 
 
15.  PLACE PLAN  
   a. The working group met on 13th June 2023.  The group looked at the Chepstow Place Plan as an example 
       and agreed to loosely base the Portskewett Place Plan on that format.  Six themes were identified and it  
       was suggested a short narrative and a number of questions on each theme should be developed to form  
       the basis of a survey to be used in community engagement. 

   b. It was agreed that members of the working group would each take a theme and write a paragraph on what  
       it means for the Portskewett community and put together 3 to 5 questions for residents to respond to. 

       The themes were allocated as follows: 

• Empowering Communities and Maintaining Services – Cllr Wilsher 

• Shopping, Working and Visiting – Cllr Lillie 

• Open Spaces and Natural Environment – Cllr Carne 

• Getting Around – Cllr Adams 

• Future Homes and Sustainable Development – Cllr Dymock 

• Heritage and Place – Cllr Parker 
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        A meeting of the Place Plan working group was arranged for the 4th July 2023 at 8pm at the Portskewett  
        Inn.  Action: Working Group members to write a paragraph and put together questions on their  
        theme for consideration on 4th July. 
 
16.  VILLAGE BONFIRE EVENT 
   a. Cllr Parker proposed the event should not be held in 2023 due to a lack of venue which would meet all  
       safety requirements, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all. 
 
17.  OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND 2023/24 
   a. Cllr Carne proposed grant applications be submitted by 31st August 2023 for consideration at the  
       September Council meeting, seconded by Cllr Parker, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to write to 
       local community groups and organisations.  
 
18.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
       No items were identified. 
 
19.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday  
       18th July 2023 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation hall.  The meeting was declared closed at 
  8.55pm.  
 
Mrs B Young 
Clerk to the Council 


