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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL  

TUESDAY 21st March 2023 

Councillors Present:   
Mr J Adams, Miss L Dymock, Mr T Fawcitt, Mr B Lillie, Mr G Parker (Chair) and Mrs J Thomas.   

Public Present: Mrs D Cullimore, Mr N Hubbard and Mrs H Wilsher. 
 
1. PUBLIC MEETING 

Mrs Cullimore attended the meeting to share information on the Portskewett Spring Ball which is being 
held at the Church Hall in May.  It will be the 10th Spring Ball Mr and Mrs Cullimore have organised and 
£12,000 has been raised from the event over the years. 

    Concerns were raised by a resident regarding the proposal to establish a wild flower area on the green  
   behind Station Road & Hill Barn View.  It is the only green area in the vicinity where children can play 
   safely away from traffic and has always been well used for ball games.  The concerns were noted. 
 

The Chair moved agenda item 14 be taken as the next item, all in agreement.  
 
14.  COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
   a.   One expression of interest had been received following advertisement of the vacancy in the  
        Leechpool ward.  Councillors met with the candidate, Mr N Hubbard, to discuss the role and he was  
    invited to attend the March meeting to be co-opted.  Cllr Lillie proposed Mr Nathan Hubbard be co- 
    opted as the Councillor for the Leechpool Ward, seconded by Cllr Fawcitt, agreed by all.   
    Action: clerk to process documentation. 

  b.   Co-option of Councillor for the Portskewett Ward  
    Two expressions of interest were received following advertisement of the vacancy in the Portskewett  
    Ward.  Both candidates were invited to attend the March Council meeting.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed both 
        candidates submit a letter of interest prior to interview with himself and the Chair, seconded by Cllr  
        Parker, agreed by all.  Action:  Cllr Fawcitt to arrange interviews, clerk to agenda in April.  
 
2.    SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 a.   The Attendance Book was duly signed. 
 

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 a.   Apologies were received from Cllr Carne who was on holiday and from Cllr Nurcombe for family 
       reasons. 
 

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 a.   No interests were declared.    
 

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
   a.   Cllr Thomas proposed the minutes of the February meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by  
    Cllr Lillie, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to publish on website.   

 

6. CLERK’S REPORT  
       a.  The report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The following updates were given: 

    Mr D Evans from the Wales Audit Office had confirmed the completion notice for the 2021/22 accounts  
    would be issued this week along with the outstanding invoice for their audit of the 2020/21 accounts. 

    Cllr Dymock sought confirmation that the Council’s position on the proposed wildflower area on the  
    green behind Station Road and Hill Barn View, was to support residents views, as stated previously, 
        that the area was needed as a safe area for children to play.  Action: Cllr Dymock to feedback to 
    Mark Cleaver at Monmouthshire County Council (MCC). 
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7.   ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED) 
 A resident had contacted Cllr Dymock regarding the ongoing parking issue in the layby between 48 and 54 

Main Road, Portskewett.  Cllr Dymock had obtained signage stating access required,  Cllr Fawcitt offered 
to instal the signs. 

 Cllr Adams informed the meeting that donations totalling £262.95 had been collected in memory of Cllr Ian 
Standing for the Council defibrillator fund.  The clerk confirmed receipt of the donations. 

 
8.    REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES  
       a.   ARW School Governing Body 
        Cllr Carne was not present. 

       b.1 Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group 
     The next meeting will be held on 23rd March 2023 at 11am via Teams.  Cllr Carne is not able to attend  
    and has sent apologies. 

       b.2 One Voice Wales – Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee 
        No meetings had been held. 

   b.3 Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH) 
         Cllr Dymock informed the meeting there had been issues with finding an affordable cleaner. 

       b.4 Portskewett Heritage Centre 
             Cllr Nurcombe was not present. 

       b.5 Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall 
      No meetings had been held. 
        
9.    DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
       Cllr Dymock reported the County Council has been progressing the budget for 2023/24.  The following 
       items have been agreed:  £80,000 to meet the cost of a school psychologist position, £40,000 towards  
       voluntary community projects, £20,000-£25,000 towards music support and the proposed charge for  
       breakfast club attendance will not happen. 
 
10.  NEW CORRESPONDANCE AND MATTERS RAISED 

 a.   Response to the white paper on the Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle (Wales) Bill 
    Cllr Parker proposed councillors submit individual responses if they so wished, seconded by Cllr 
   Fawcitt, agreed by all.   

       b.   Consultation on the targeted policy changes to Planning Policy Wales on net benefit for biodiversity  
       and ecosystems resilience 

    Cllr Parker proposed councillors submit individual responses if they so wished, seconded by Cllr 
   Fawcitt, agreed by all.   
 

11.  PLANNING 
 a.   Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council 
    A schedule of applications had been circulated to councillors.  This was duly noted. 

       b.   Enforcement Cases 
    The enforcement cases were circulated on 2nd March 2023, and were duly noted. 

 c.    Planning Application DM/2023/00233 
    The application related to 22 Caldicot Road, Portskewett, and was for the demolition of 2 existing  
    conservatory type structures and the erection of a two-storey rear extension to family home.  The 
    application was considered by Councillors between meetings, no objections were raised, and the  
    application was recommended for approval.  
 
12.  FINANCE 
     a.    Society of Local Council Clerks Membership Renewal 

  The cost of membership for 2023/24 would be £177.  Cllr Adams proposed the membership be 
  renewed, seconded by Cllr Fawcitt, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to renew membership and 
  make payment. 
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     b.    Pink Paper March 
             The pink paper for March had been circulated for councillors’ consideration.  Cllr Adams proposed  
             the following payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Fawcitt, agreed by all:  
                                                   £’s 
       Salaries                         1,354.77            
       Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions       257.38          
       HMRC – NIC and PAYE       124.59 
             Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection March Inv.1367)                        249.60 
       Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Inv. 176 Hire of Hall February)        24.00 
       Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges 5.12.22 to 4.3.23)  18.00 
       Society of Local Council Clerks (Membership 2023/24)  177.00 

       Balances held: Current Account £6,494.74, Deposit Account £8,803.45, and Lloyds Account £0. 
       Action: clerk to make payments. 
  
13. COMMUNITY FUN DAY 
       a.   Update on Progress with Arrangements 
         An update report had been circulated to councillors.  The clerk had circulated an email from RPM Bike 

 Display Team who provide displays for events.  Action: clerk to obtain more information. 
  Cllr Lillie commented on the lack of soft drinks at the previous fund day.  Action: clerk to confirm  

 whether the Youth Club are providing soft drinks, if not ask Zulualpha Brewery.  

 b.   Preferred Option for Provision of Rides and Inflatables  
  The local provider will have insurance cover for the inflatable only.  Action: clerk to request quote 

 from Funtime Bounce just for the rodeo bull and operator.  

 Cllr Fawcitt suggested a Council banner be purchased.  Action: Cllr Fawcitt to obtain estimates. 
 

15.  PLACE PLAN 
  a.   Update on Membership of Working Group    
        Previously agreed members were Cllr Carne, Mr C Archer and Mr A Brown.  Cllr Dymock and Cllr  
        Adams expressed their interest.  

   b.   Next Steps 
        Cllr Fawcitt circulated a draft questionnaire for comment, to be completed by residents at the fun day 
        event, to engage residents and identify the priorities within the community. 

16.    ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
    No issues were raised. 

17.   DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
  The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday  
        18th April 2023 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall.  The meeting was declared closed 
  at 20.17pm.  

 

 

Mrs Beverley Young - Clerk to the Council 


