MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT & SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 17th January 2023

Councillors Present:
Miss L Dymock, Mr T Fawcitt (Chair), Mr P Holley, Mr P Nurcombe and Mrs J Thomas.

Public Present: CSO Mike Martin was present.

The meeting commenced with a minutes silence in remembrance of ClIr lan Standing who sadly passed away
at the end of December. Clir Standing represented the Council on the One Voice Wales Newport Area
Committee and on the Governing Body of ARW School in Portskewett, his contribution to the Council
throughout his years of service was greatly appreciated.

Councillors’ thoughts were also with Clir Parker whose mother passed away over the Christmas period.

1. PUBLIC MEETING
No members of the public were present at the meeting. A resident had raised concerns regarding the
amount of litter in the garden of 20 Station Road, Portskewett, which has now extended to the path
outside the property. Whilst work is being carried out on the property nothing has been done to clear the
waste. The clerk had made Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) Environmental Health department
aware of the concerns.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
a. The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a. Apologies were received from Clir Carne who was on holiday, Cllr Parker due to family bereavement,
Clir Lillie who was unwell and Cllr Adams.

4, DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. No interests were declared.

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a. ClIr Nurcombe proposed the minutes of the December meeting be accepted as a true record,
seconded by ClIr Thomas, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. As there had been no responses to the “Getting
to Know Your Councillors” competition it was agreed not to pursue this item. The Council’s response
to the Consultation on Public Spaces Protection Order for Dog Controls in Monmouthshire had been
submitted. Action: ClIr Holley to publish a Social Media Campaign on Good Dog Control on
Facebook. Cllr Dymock to liaise with MCC estates regarding use of the field behind The Quest
as a Burial Ground; and chase response from MCC on access to the Dock in Sudbrook.

b. The clerk attended two conferences at the end of 2022 organised by One Voice Wales and the Society
for Local Council Clerks. The main themes running through both conferences were:
¢ Climate change
The requirement for the Public Sector to achieve net 0 by 2030
Section 6 Duty on Biodiversity
The Wellbeing of future generations Act 2015
Community Engagement
Governance

The overall message was no Council is too small to achieve something. Taking one step forward is
better than doing nothing.

It was agreed that working groups should be established to take the matters forward. Action: clerk to
circulate her detailed briefing notes from the conferences and agenda in February. All
Councillors to determine in which areas their expertise/interests lay for groups to be agreed.
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7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
No issues of local concern were raised.

8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
a. ARW School Governing Body
ClIr Carne was not present.

b.1 Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
No meetings had been held.

b.2 One Voice Wales — Monmouthshire/Newport Area Committee
The next meeting is 19" January at 7pm via Zoom. It was agreed that Clir Thomas would attend.
Action: clerk to inform One Voice Wales and forward papers to Clir Thomas.

b.3 Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Cllr Nurcombe had nothing to report.

b.4 Portskewett Heritage Centre
Cllr Nurcombe had nothing to report.

b.5 Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall
The next meeting is Friday 3" February at 6pm. Clir Holley confirmed he would attend the meeting.
Action: clerk to forward details to Clir Holley and confirm his attendance to the committee.

c. Appointment of Representative for the One Voice Wales Area Committee
Deferred until February.

d. Appointment of Representative for the Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall Committee
Deferred until February.

9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock attended the Portskewett Village consultation on the Revised Local Development Plan. The
following concerns were raised by Clir Dymock and members of the community:

e Flooding — the land proposed for development is regularly known to flood.

e Healthcare Provision — the GP Practices which would serve the development are already
struggling to meet demand and Dentists in the area have limited NHS
places so residents already need to travel out of the area.

Caldicot Town — is not seen as an established thriving town.

Local Facilities — there is a lack of facilities locally, especially for young people.

Public Transport — services in the area are not sufficient.

Employment Opportunities — there are limited opportunities in the area.

Traffic Management — the location of the development is of concern given the increase in vehicle
movement from the development when it is occupied.

Clir Dymock intends to publish a newsletter in the Spring with a view to establishing a residents group to
proactively put a case forward highlighting the issues affecting the community.

Clir Dymock was informed of a persistent case of daily dog fouling in The Close, Portskewett, where the
owner is not picking up after his dog. Action: Cllr Dymock will liaise with Environmental Health for
advice on the issue. Signage was also suggested. Action: ClIr Parker to put up Give Dog Fouling
the Red Card signs.

10. NEW CORRESPONDANCE AND MATTERS RAISED
a. Preferred Strategy Consultation on the Monmouthshire Replacement Local Development Plan
2018-2033
ClIr Fawcitt proposed the concerns raised in Agenda Item 9, with any others raised at the December
meeting be submitted as the Council’s response, seconded by Clir Thomas, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to submit response.
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b. Correspondence regarding Dog Waste Bins
A Sudbrook resident requested additional dog bins be installed. The clerk responded informing the
resident that rubbish bins could be used for dog waste, and the provision of additional bins is reviewed
annually but funds are limited, also the location of bins is limited by the Health and Safety Regulations
the operators who empty the bins work within.

c. Repairs to Gate at Entrance to Harold’s Field off Sudbrook Road
The repairs had not been carried out by the contractor who was awarded the contract despite follow
up calls. Temporary repairs had been carried out by Councillors. Action: Clirs Holley, Fawcitt and
Parker will review the work required. Clerk to agenda in February.

d. Correspondence from Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) regarding Trinity Close, Sudbrook
A MCC officer had confirmed the commuted sum payments had been received by MCC in accordance
with the Section 106 agreement. MCC have not yet adopted the play area, roads or street lighting, but
once adopted MCC will undertake maintenance and provide insurance cover, so there would be no
need of a management company or for residents to pay a service charge. A meeting of officers from
MCC planning, grounds and legal departments has been arranged to resolve the situation. The
chestnut fence bordering the footpath will also be considered at the meeting.

11. PLANNING
a. Planning Applications Approved/Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
There had been no updates on the MCC planning system during the month.

b. Enforcement Cases
The enforcement cases were circulated on 6™ January 2023, and were duly noted.

c. Planning Application DM/2022/01765
The application related to 16 Main Road, Portskewett, and was to demolish an outbuilding, add a floor
over the kitchen to extend a bedroom, and a single storey rear extension. The application was
considered by Councillors between meetings, no objections were raised and the application was
recommended for approval.

d. _Planning Application DM/2023/00028
The application related to Land adjacent to The Recreation Hall, Manor Way, Portskewett, and was for
the siting of a brand new 40ft x 8ft shipping container to be used for equipment storage for the not-for-
profit junior football club. Councillors raised no objections to the application. Clir Holley proposed the
application be recommended for approval, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: clerk
to submit response.

12. FINANCE
a. Pink Paper January
The pink paper for January had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. ClIr Holley proposed
the following payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Thomas, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,361.83
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 259.50
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 125.85
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection January Inv. 1314) 312.00
Mrs B Young (Reimbursement for Crownhill Nursery) 22.00

Monmouthshire County Council (Inv. 70209698 Grant Summer Playscheme 2022) 1,000.00
Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall (Inv.116,117,118 Hire of Hall Sept, Nov, Dec) 72.00

Balances held: Current Account £11,420.82, Deposit Account £8,803.45, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

The Chair moved Standing Orders be suspended to approve an additional invoice from One Voice
Wales. Invoice 6803 totalling £70.00 was for training undertaken in November. Clir Holley proposed
the invoice be approved for payment, seconded by ClIr Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to make
payment.

Standing Orders were reinstated.
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13.

14.

15.

b. Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
ClIr Fawcitt carried out the quarterly check on bank reconciliations. No issues were identified.
Appointment of Councillor to Carry Out Quarterly Bank Reconciliation Check
CliIr Holley proposed ClIr Fawcitt to undertake the quarterly check, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed
by all.

d. Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report for the nine months to 31st December 2022
The report had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration. Clir Holley proposed the report
be accepted, seconded by Clir Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

e. Internal Audit Appointment 2023/24
The current internal auditor had indicated their fee would increase to £250 from 15t April 2023. Internall
Audit fees charged to neighbouring Councils ranged from £100 to £500. ClIr Holley proposed the
contract with the current auditor be renewed, seconded by Cllr Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action:
clerk to forward contract.
Increase to Website/Email Hosting Capacity and Associated Cost
Usk Valley Promotions notified the Council the disk quota capacity had been reached despite the
removal of old information from the website and councillors being asked to delete old emails. To
increase the hosting package to 10GB would cost an additional £6 per month.
As the hosting is paid annually in July an additional charge of £36 would be made for the 6 months to
June 2023, and the annual hosting and maintenance fee for 2023/24 would be £372 (assuming no
further increase to hosting charges).
ClIr Holley advised the hosting costs were high and suggested an alternative provider should be found.
The clerk reminded members providing the hosting service was a requirement of the website provider.
ClIr Fawcitt proposed the hosting be increased for the 6 months to 30" June 2023 and the situation be
reviewed with the provider for 2023/24, seconded by Clir Holley, agreed by all. Action: Cllr Holley
and the clerk to meet with the provider.

DOG FOULING

a. Agreement for Service Provision from Merlin Environmental Services 2022/23

Merlin Environmental Services have signed the agreement for 2022/23. They are in the process of
sending out draft contracts for 2023/24 and will be looking to meet with councils in January/February.

TREE SURVEYS

a.

An invitation to provide estimates was published on the Council website and in the noticeboards and
there had been no response. MCC are currently unable to carry out tree surveys but provided details
of a local contractor, the clerk was then contacted by a second contractor. Both contractors had been
provided with the relevant information and asked to submit quotes by 31 January 2023. Action:
clerk to agenda in February.

COMMUNITY FUN DAY

a.

The King’'s Coronation and the 80" Anniversary of the D-Day Landings

Correspondence from pageant master Bruno Peek confirmed that beacons will not be lit for the King's
Coronation at the request of Buckingham Palace. Celebrations for the Coronation will be very
different to those held for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Coronation will take place on 6" May
2023, with an additional bank holiday on 8" May 2023 to mark the occasion.

It has been agreed that beacons should be lit on 6™ June 2024 as the principal event in the
celebration/commemoration of the 80" Anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy.

Beacon to mark the 80" Anniversary of the D-Day Landings
ClIr Fawcitt proposed lighting a beacon to mark the anniversary, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed
by all.
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c. Community Fun Day 2023
Clir Fawcitt proposed a Community Fun Day be held on Sunday 7" May 2023 to celebrate the King’s
Coronation, seconded by Clir Holley, agreed by all. A meeting of the Events Working Group was
arranged for Wednesday 1 February 2023 at 6.30pm at the Portskewett Inn.
Action: clerk to establish if the necessary licenses would be granted for a Sunday and whether

rides would be available. Cllr Holley to advertise on Facebook for volunteers to help on the
day.

16. SECTION 6 DUTY - BIODIVERSITY
a. A competition was suggested for young people to make nest boxes to support the Make a Home
Initiative as outlined in the Section 6 Biodiversity Plan. It was agreed ARW School and the Youth
Club be approached to establish their interest. Two age groups were proposed 6 to 11 year olds and
12 upwards, with a prize being awarded in each category. Action: clerk to write to ARW School
and Portskewett and Sudbrook Youth Club.

17. SUDBROOK CAMP AND CHAPEL
a. Response from the Society of Local Council Clerks
The response had been circulated to Councillors. It confirmed the Council has the necessary powers
to undertake the project, and as the Chapel had not been used for worship for a significant period it
would not be regarded as a place of worship. If the Council acquired the property in it's current state
to ensure public safety the area would need to be securely fenced off and notices be installed making
it clear that people were not permitted to enter.

b. Further Action Required
No further action is required at this time.

18. STOWBALL COMMON
a. Deferred to next meeting.

19. COUNCILLOR VACANCY
a. A vacancy for a Councillor in the Leechpool ward had arisen following the sad loss of ClIr Standing.
The Electoral Registrations Office at MCC provided the statutory vacancy notice which was published
on 6™ January 2023. If sufficient requests for an election are not received by 26™ January 2023 the
Council may fill the vacancy by co-option.

b. Clir Fawcitt proposed if an election is not requested the vacancy be advertised for co-option, with a
closing date of 10" February 2023 for applications to be considered at the February council meeting,
seconded by ClIr Holley, agreed by all. Action: clerk to advertise vacancy and agenda February.

20. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
No issues were raised.

21. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday

21st February 2023 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 8.20pm.

Mrs Beverley Young
Clerk to the Councll
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