MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT PORTSKEWETT AND SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
TUESDAY 27th September 2022

Councillors Present:
Mrs C Carne, Mr P Holley, Mr B Lillie, Mr P Nurcombe, Mr G Parker, Mr | Standing. Miss L Dymock & Mr T
Fawcitt attended remotely.

1. PUBLIC MEETING
No members of the public were present, and no issues had been raised with the clerk.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
a. The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
a. Apologies were received from Cllr Adams who was unable to attend due to work commitments.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
a. ClIr Parker and ClIr Fawcitt declared an interest in agenda item 16.a as they are committee members of
Sudbrook Play Park Association. Action: clerk to update website.

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
a. ClIr Holley proposed the minutes of the July meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by ClIr
Fawcitt, agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

6. CLERK’S REPORT
a. The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. The following updates were received:

o Children’s Litter Pickers - had been ordered and dispatched.

e St John Ambulance Invoice — not yet received, delayed due to changes to structure of the
organisation.

o Getting to Know Your Councillors — Clir Holley asked for those councillors wishing to participate to
forward information to the clerk.

o Best Kept Garden Competition — trophies had been presented to the winners.

7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY NO ACTION CAN BE AGREED)
Rubbish in Harold’s Field behind Manor Way has not been removed following work to rear of property.
The gates to the field are locked which may be preventing removal. Access can be given at resident’s
request.

A number of residents had raised concerns regarding the log cabin at the Old Forge, Main Road,
Portskewett.

The update on the request for yellow lines in the vicinity of the Pharmacy was much appreciated by
residents.

A property on Caldicot Road, Portskewett, has been demolished. No planning application has been
received for this site.

Concerns were raised regarding anti-social behaviour from young people in the village, a number of
incidents were reported. It was thought the recent dispersal order in Caldicot contributed to the problems.
Councillors felt the lack of amenities in the area were a contributing factor, and Clir Dymock informed
members facilities, such as The Zone in Caldicot, could not open after 9pm which left older teenagers with
nowhere to go. The tunnel on the Dinham Line has been covered in graffiti, Cllr Dymock suggested it
could be turned into an art project for young people.

Clir Dymock suggested she contact all community and town councils to work collaboratively on tackling
the problem, and find a way to engage to with young people in the area to identify activities they would like
to see happening for them across the Severnside area. Councillors were supportive of this and felt
working in a partnership with neighbouring councils would be the way forward.

Chairman’s SIZNATUTE .......eueerttet et ettt et ettt et e e et te e e e eneaneeeneanns Page 1 of 5



8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES
a. ARW School Governing Body
No meetings were held over the Summer period.

b.1 Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group
There was nothing to report.

b.2 One Voice Wales — Monmouthshhire/Newport Area Committee
ClIr Standing informed members the next meeting will be held on 20" October 2022.

b.3 Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH)
Cllr Nurcombe reported concerns had been raised regarding food and alcohol consumption by users of
the facility. An application is being submitted by the committee for an occasional license for alcohol to
be consumed on Rec Hall premises. Monthly committee meetings will be held to enable easier
management of the hall, and residents are being sought to join the committee to provide an
independent perspective.

b.4 Portskewett Heritage Centre
There was nothing to report.

b.5 Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall
ClIr Holley had not been made aware of any meetings. Action: clerk to ask for a schedule of
meeting dates to facilitate the council’s representative attending.

9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Clir Dymock reported work is ongoing with MCC estates regarding access to the Dock in Sudbrook.
Clir Dymock is drafting the business case for a hardship fund, and is liaising with MCC to ensure they
could be the contact point for residents.
The litter pick on 27" September went well and will be included in a press release as part of Big Green
Week. Concerns had been raised relating to use of The Forge as an air bnb, and whether the log cabin
may be used for a purpose not covered in the planning permission granted.
Clir Dymock believed the gentleman in the recent accident on Caldicot Road had passed away, and
offered her condolences to his family.
Clir Dymock asked members if she could raise a petition re speeding in Leechpool.

10. NEW CORRESPONDANCE AND MATTERS RAISED
a. To Consider Response on Speed Limits on B4245 and Main Road, Portskewett
Clir Dymock covered this item in her discussion as County Councillor.

b. Provision of Signage for Harold’s Field Promoting Good Dog Control
The Community Council were asked to consider installing signage in public open spaces advising dog
owners of basic good dog control in such areas. Councillors felt the majority of dog owners are
responsible and signage would not improve the situation. It was thought a social media campaign
promoting good dog control in public areas would be more appropriate. Action: ClIr Holley to put
campaign on Facebook.

c. Request for Financial Support from Tenovus Cancer Care
A request had been received for financial support for the free Support Line Tenovus Cancer Care
provides. Councillors felt the limited funds available should be use to support more local
organisations.

d. Future Provision of Burial Plots for Residents of the Community
The Council was informed the last burial plot in Portskewett Churchyard had been used. Enquiries
established Caldicot cemetery is limited to Caldicot residents and those with a connection to Caldicot,
Portskewett residents would most likely have to be buried in Bulwark. The situation has been
reviewed by the Community Council and at County level on two previous occasions, six potential sites
were identified but could not be progressed for various reasons.
The Chair informed the meeting the field behind The Quest is owned by Monmouthshire County
Council (MCC) and could be considered. Stowball Common is another location which could be
considered once the Council have registered ownership. Action: Cllr Dymock to speak to Nick
Keyes in MCC Estates. Clerk to agenda Stowball Common in October.
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The meeting was reminded that Clir Griffiths was the Council’s representative on the Church Council.
Action: clerk to enquire whether a new representative should be nominated.

e. Relocation of Dog Waste Bin at Sudbrook Play Park
The Caretaker suggested the dog waste bin at Sudbrook Play Park be moved adjacent to the black
Community Council rubbish bin located at the start/end of the footpath. In its present position the dog
bin is rarely used as most walkers use the footpath and not the gap from the camp field. The cost of
moving the bin would be £10 plus vat.
The Chair proposed Merlin Environmental be asked to move the bin, seconded by Clir Holley, agreed
by all. Action: clerk to arrange with Merlin Environmental.

f. Change of Council Email Addresses to Authority Owned Email Addresses
In the September Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) bulletin external auditors strongly advised
clerks should use authority owned email addresses, usually provided by the Council’s website
provider. The clerk sought clarification from the SLCC on a generic outlook email address and was
advised that was acceptable. The SLCC are currently seeking clarification on the use of Councillors’
personal email addresses, it has been advised that it is best practice for Councillors to use authority
owned email addresses.

g. Staff Appraisal for Caretaker
The caretaker’s annual appraisal is due in September. Action: Chair to make arrangements with

the caretaker to carry out the appraisal.

11. PLANNING
a. Planning Application DM/2022/00627 - the application related to the Land Development South of Crick

Road, Portskewett and was for the Discharge of Condition 3 (materials) relating to application
DM/2019/01629. The application was duly noted.

b. Planning Application DM/2022/00628 - the application related to the Land Development South of Crick
Road, Portskewett and was for the Discharge of Condition 4 (materials) relating to application
DM/2019/01041. The application was duly noted.

c. Planning Application DM/2020/01365 - the amended application related to The Cornfield off Manor
Way, Portskewett and was for retrospective planning permission to retain memorial garden with timber
structures, storage units/sheds, shelters and stone memorial at the Cornfield Project recreational area.
Councillors raised no objections. ClIr Holley proposed the application be recommended for approval,
seconded by ClIr Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to submit response.

d. August Enforcement Cases
The information was circulated to councillors on 2" September 2022 for information and was noted.

12. FINANCE
a. Pink Paper August
The August payments had been approved by the Chair and Vice Chair, and were as follows:

£'s
Salaries 1,273.33
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 233.65
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 114.91
Lloyds Multipay Card Payment (August) 13.71
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection August Inv. 1178) 312.00
One Voice Wales (Inv.6346 Code of Conduct Clirs IS & GP) 35.00
One Voice Wales (Inv. IPC 14.09.2022 clerk) 45.00

Balances held: Current Account £2,897.38, Deposit Account £5,360.17, and Lloyds Account £0.

CliIr Holley proposed the August Pink Paper be retrospectively approved by the Council, seconded by
Clir Carne, agreed by all.
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b. Pink Paper September
The pink paper for September had been circulated for councillors’ consideration. Clir Holley
proposed the following payments be approved, seconded by Clir Standing, agreed by all:

£'s
Salaries 1,273.33
Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions 233.65
HMRC — NIC and PAYE 114.91
Lloyds Multipay Card Payment (September) 3.00
Merlin Environmental Services (Waste collection September Inv. 1204) 249.60
Unity Trust Bank (Bank Charges June, July & August) 18.00

Balances held: Current Account £15,504.89, Deposit Account £5,360.17, and Lloyds Account £0.
Action: clerk to make payments.

c. Grant Application from Chepstow Tourist Information Centre
An application had been received for a grant of £450 to support service provision. The budget for
Chepstow TIC for 2022/23 is £500. ClIr Carne proposed a grant of £450 be approved, seconded by
Clir Standing, agreed by all. Action: clerk to notify the applicant and make payment.

d. Transfer of Funds from Current Account to Deposit Account
The responsible finance officer suggested a transfer of £6,000 be made from the current account to
the deposit account. Clir Holley proposed the transfer be approved, seconded by Clir Carne, agreed
by all. Action: clerk to set up transfer of funds.

e. Arrangement of Interim Audit
The clerk reminded councillors the Interim Audit would be due after the 30™ September 2022. Clir
Lillie proposed the clerk make the necessary arrangements with the Internal Auditor, seconded by Clir
Carne, agreed by all. Action: clerk to contact Internal Auditor.

13. ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTION - THE QUEST
a. ClIr Fawcitt reviewed the Inspection report and reported no action was required.

14. TRAINING PLAN
a. A draft training plan had been circulated for consideration. One Voice Wales had issued Guidance on
Preparing a Council’s Training Plan Including a Model Plan Template on 26" September 2022.
ClIr Carne proposed the draft training plan circulated be approved for 2022/23 and the Model Plan
Template suggested by One Voice Wales be adopted in future years, seconded by Clir Nurcombe,
agreed by all. Action: clerk to publish on website.

15. COUNCILLOR VACANCY
a. ClIr Harrison had submitted a letter of resignation which had been circulated to councillors. This was
duly accepted.

b. The clerk had notified the electoral registrations officer at Monmouthshire County Council of the
Vacancy, and it had been advertised as required. The closing date for requests for an election is 29"
September 2022.

c. ClIr Carne proposed the community council’s usual co-option process be adopted if an election was
not be required, seconded by Clir Nurcombe, agreed by all. A closing date for applications of 7"
October 2022 was agreed.

16. OAK GROVE GRANT 2022/23
a. Four applications had been received:

o Portskewett with Sudbrook Church Hall for the purchase and installation of a wall mounted water
boiler at a cost of £1,000 to £1,150. The organisation has funds of £430.66 which are required to
meet ongoing running costs. Grant requested £1,000 to £1,150.

e Portskewett & Sudbrook Football Club to purchase additional equipment (bibs, balls and cones) to
meet the needs of a significantly increased membership, the cost would be £1,000. The Club has
funds of £1,918 and would put £250 towards the equipment. Grant requested £750.
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Sudbrook Playing Fields Association for the purchase and installation of a replacement goal post
for Sudbrook Camp and a memorial bench for the Queen for the coastal path. The goal post would
cost £600 and the bench £784. The organisation has funds of £4,225.81. Grant requested £1,384.

Sudbrook Sports and Social Club to renew the male toilets in the club, the cost would be £6,000.
The organisation has funds of £10,227.33 and would contribute £3,000 (£3,500 maximum). Grant
requested £3,000 (£2,500 minimum).

Grants requested totalled £6,134, exceeding the funds available by £1,134. The council had a
Balance available on its grant budget of £880.

Cllr Nurcombe proposed the following grants be approved, seconded by ClIr Lillie, agreed by all:

Portskewett with Sudbrook Church Hall - £1,000 from the Oak Grove grant fund.

Portskewett & Sudbrook Football Club - £750 from the Oak Grove grant fund.

Sudbrook Sports and Social Club - £2,500 from the Oak Grove grant fund.

Sudbrook Playing Fields Association - £750 from the Oak Grove grant fund and £634 from the
council’s grant fund.

Action: clerk to invoice MCC for funds, notify applicants of grants awarded and make payments
when funds received.

17. VILLAGE BONFIRE EVENT

18.

19.

The Chair confirmed the bonfire could not be sited in the field behind The Quest. The clerk had
looked at the options for a laser display, the estimated costs were:

Laser Fire: 3 coloured beams up to 1 hour £759 plus vat

5 flame heads 15 minutes £1,295 plus vat (power supply required)
7 cold spark fountains 15 minutes £1,495 plus vat (power supply required)

Fantastic Fireworks:  recommend 10 to 20 minute display, cost £150 per minute (£1,500-£3,000)

The remaining budget available for village events in 2022/23 is £406.32. Councillors agreed it would
not be possible to hold a bonfire event in 2022/23.

The Chair suggested firm costs for the laser option be obtained to inform the budget setting for
2023/24, and The Cornfield Project and Recreation Hall Committee be approached to establish if a
combined event could be organised. Action: clerk to obtain costs, write to The Cornfield Project
and Recreation Hall Committee, and agenda in October.

ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Sudbrook Camp and Chapel — representatives from Redrow and Cadw attending October meeting.
Hardship Fund business case.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday
18th October 2022 at 7pm at Portskewett & Sudbrook Recreation Hall. The meeting was declared
closed at 9.50 pm.

Mrs Beverley Young
Clerk to the Councll
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