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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD VIA REMOTE ACCESS  

TUESDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2022 

Councillors Present:   
Mr C Archer, Mrs C Carne, Miss L Dymock, Mr T Fawcitt, Mr P Holley, Mr P Nurcombe, Mr G Parker, Mr I 
Standing. 
 
1. PUBLIC MEETING 
       The meeting was held by remote access. No members of the public attended the meeting and no issues 
       had been raised with the clerk by members of the public.  
 
2.    SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 Due to the remote nature of the meeting it was not possible to sign the Attendance Book. 
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Adams who was unwell.  
 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 There were no interests to declare. 
 
5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

a.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed that the minutes of the January meeting be accepted as a true record, seconded by 
     Cllr Nurcombe, agreed by all. Action: Chair to sign minutes, clerk to publish on website.  

 
6. CLERK’S REPORT  
       The report had been circulated prior to the meeting; the following updates were received: 

• Washer for play equipment at The Quest – the design of the Rota Bounce Seesaw has changed so 
spare parts are becoming unavailable.  Playdale had 3 washers left in stock which they have posted 
out free of charge. 

• Village Planters – Cllr Parker confirmed work is expected to continue at Mill Meadows for a further 18  
months.  Until all work is completed MCC will not be able to adopt the site.  The clerk will apply for the  
licenses once MCC have adopted the site. 

• Odour from Sewage Pumping Station, Sudbrook – it was agreed to wait until warmer weather to see if 
the problem re-occurs. 

• Annual Plan – will be reviewed will other policies and procedures in April for adoption in May. 

• Heritage Centre Videos – Cllr Archer suggested the Council seek confirmation the videos have been  
            produced as funding was granted for this purpose. 
 
7. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 

The Caretaker had started inspecting the Recreation Hall playground.  Inspections reports to be passed to 
Mrs J Postle. 

The Council rubbish bin at the Sudbrook end of the coastal path had been removed as it was being used 
for dog waste instead of the dog waste bin adjacent to the electricity sub-station. A complaint was 
subsequently received that the dog bin was overflowing. It was agreed the rubbish bin should not be 
replaced as there was a large County Council bin next to the dog waste bin. 

An enquiry was received from a resident of the Old Shipyard development as to whether the Council or 
County Council could provide wildflower seed to develop a wildflower patch on the grass area adjacent to 
the small green substation.  The Council are unable to help as the land is owned by the developers and 
Nigel Leaworthy confirmed the County Council were unable to until they had adopted the site.  It was 
suggested the residents contact the developers. 

Confirmation had been received that the camper van in the layby on Sudbrook Road is owned by a 
resident of Monument Close.  The caravan in the layby at Parkwall has been removed.  
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8.    REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY AND OTHER BODIES  
  a.  ARW School Governing Body 
  Cllr Carne had nothing to report.  

  b.i Give Dog Fouling the Red Card Working Group 
   The next meeting of the working group will be held via Teams on Thursday 17th February from 11am to 

1pm.  Cllr Carne is unable to attend, and no other councillors are available.  Action: clerk to send 
apologies. 

 b.ii One Voice Wales – Monmouthshhire/Newport Area Committee 
  Cllr Essery was not present to report. 

b.iii Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall & Playing Fields (P&SRH) 
  Cllr Nurcombe reported bookings were still going very well and there has been a lot of support from 

residents.  Cllr Dymock reported the committee were applying for a number of grants available in order to 
further improve the premises. 

b.iv Portskewett Heritage Centre 
       Nothing to report. 

 b.v Portskewett and Sudbrook Church Hall 
 Cllr Holley is due to attend the next meeting on 16th February 2021 at 6.30pm in the Church Hall.  
 
9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
       Cllr Dymock informed the meeting that Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) are opening a veteran’s 
       hub in Abergavenny to provide access to all areas of support veterans may need.   
       The application for levelling up funds for Caldicot leisure centre is being re-submitted, Cllr Dymock  
       expressed the great need for the funding to improve the facilities available for the residents of the  
       Severnside area.  Cllr Dymock also raised awareness of the Sustrans consultation on walking and cycling  
       routes and the “You Decide” Monmouthshire grants which are available. 
  
10.  NEW CORRESPONDANCE AND MATTERS RAISED 

a. Street Naming and Numbering Application for the Crick Road Development 
       Councillors considered the proposed names and also suggested a reference to the Dynham line and the 
       Old War Memorial Hospital could be considered.  Cllr Parker proposed the names be recommended for  
       approval and the suggestions also be submitted, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to  
       submit response. 

   b. Siting of Portacabins for Storage behind Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall and Installation of EV  
       Charging Point  
 The Chair informed members a resident had offered to install an EV charging point at the Recreation Hall,  
       they would need a portacabin to store batteries in and had offered two additional ones for the Recreation  
       Hall to use for storage.  
       Cllr Holley asked where the electricity supply for the charging point would be as it could incur significant  
       costs for the Recreation Hall.  Cllr Dymock responded the batteries would supply the power to the  
       charging point.  It was unclear as to how the batteries would be recharged; Cllr Holley believed solar  
       power would not be enough.  
       Cllr Parker raised concerns that portacabins would look unsightly and thought planning permission would  
       be required.  Cllr Holley confirmed full planning permission was normally required for mass storage of  
       batteries.  Cllr Dymock understood that full planning was not required.  Action: Cllr Dymock to arrange  
       meeting with Cllrs Holley and Parker and the resident. 

   c. Marie Curie National Day of Reflection  
      Marie Curie had written seeking support for the National Day of Reflection being held on 23rd March 2022. 
       Councillors wished to support the event and agreed to put up the flower display and the yellow lights on  
       the trees on the Village Green.  It was agreed to promote the workshops Marie Curie are organising on  
       the website, and ask residents via the Facebook page and website to put a light/candle in a window at  
       8pm.  Action: Cllr Dymock to check availability of the Recreation Hall for Tea and Biscuits at 11am.  
       Cllr Holley to publish information on the Facebook page and clerk to publish on the website. 
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11.  PLANNING 
 a. Planning Application DM/2022/00062 – the application related to The Old Forge, The Old Smithy, Main  
     Road, Portskewett and was to build a log cabin on the piece of garden to the west side of the property. 
     The cabin is within non planning permission rules however the applicant had been advised that the  
     original planning permission for the group of three properties, of which The Old Forge is one, contains a 
     condition (No. 4) which states no outbuildings are permissible without consent.  The cabin will have two  
     rooms and a bathroom and be used for music practice and playing in small groups with friends, and also  
     occasional weekend overnight stays for family and friends.  
     Cllr Parker raised concerns the log cabin would not be in keeping with neighbouring developments which  
     are stone.  Cllr Nurcombe referred to an application on a neighbouring property where the applicant had  
     been required to use stone, thereby a precedent had been set.  Concerns were expressed about potential   
     noise disturbance given the proposed use of the building, and given the building would have a bathroom  
     and would be used for overnight stays, it would offer the potential for it to be converted into a dwelling in  
     the future.  Cllr Holley felt approval of the application would set a precedent for neighbouring properties. 
     Cllr Parker proposed the concerns raised be submitted as the Council’s response, seconded by Cllr     
     Nurcombe, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to submit response. 

 b. Planning Application DM/2020/00321 – the application related to the Land Development South of Crick  
     Road, Portskewett and was for the discharge of conditions 7 (Barn Owl Mitigation Strategy), 8 (Green  
     Infrastructure), 10 (Construction Ecological Management Plan) and 16 (Landscape Management Plan).  
     Councillors noted the application.  Action: clerk to respond accordingly. 

 c. Planning Application DM/2019/01485 – the application related to the Land Development South of Crick  
     Road, Portskewett and was for discharge of conditions 5 (partial discharge already consented) and  
     condition 11 (foul drainage) of planning consent DM/2018/00696 (drainage strategy).    
     Councillors noted the application.  Action: clerk to respond accordingly. 

The Chair moved to suspend standing orders to consider an additional planning application which required 
a response by 2nd March 2022, agreed by all.  

     Planning Application DM/2022/00057 – the application related to Black Rock Cottage, Black Rock Road, 
     Portskewett and was for discharge of condition 4 for planning decision DM/2021/01482 (construction 
     method statement).  Councillors noted the application.  Action: clerk to respond accordingly. 

Standing orders were reinstated. 

    Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council 
       DM/2021/01783 – 18 Treetops, Portskewett  
      Single storey extension and alterations to rear of the premises. 

       DM/2021/01943 - 15A Caldicot Road, Portskewett 
       Single storey rear extension and garage conversion and front porch. 

       DM/2021/01967 - 1 Sunnycroft, Portskewett 
       Small extension to the scheme approved under ref. no. DC/2021/00155 

       Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council 
       No applications were refused this month. 

 
12.  FINANCE 
  a. Pink Paper February 
       The pink paper for February was circulated prior to the meeting for councillors’ consideration.  The clerk  
       had identified an error in the charges for dog waste collection and had notified Merlin Environmental  
       Services, who had confirmed the error and a credit note was awaited. The correct total to be paid is  
       £729.60.   
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       Cllr Parker proposed the following payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all.  
                                                   £’s 
 Salaries                           1,214.53            
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions       225.03          
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE       110.16 
       Lloyds Multipay Card Payment (February)                           402.99 
       Sudbrook Trinity Church (Electricity for Christmas lights)          50.00 
       Merlin Environmental Services (Dog bin installation & Dec/Jan/Feb collection)     729.60 

 Balances held: Current Account £6,575.25, Deposit Account £5,352.65 and Lloyds Account £0. 

 Action: clerk to make payments. 

  b. Replacement Frame for Village Map in Sudbrook  
    When removed from Walkers Flats the noticeboard containing the Village map was found to be rotten. 
       The following estimates had been obtained for a replacement board:  

       Wall Mounted Noticeboard: 

• Wonderwall Products – Outdoor, lockable, wood effect frame £296.40 

• Notice Me – Shield Outdoor, lockable, wood effect frame £323.94 

• Notice Me – Defender IP55 certification outdoor, lockable, black frame  £359.94 

• Amazon – Wonderwall Outdoor, lockable, wood effect frame £311.00 

 For comparison a Wonderwall post mounted noticeboard would cost £531.60 

       It had been suggested the map be relocated to the outside wall of Sudbrook club where there is a different 
map of Sudbrook, Cllr Archer felt the map should be in the same area as the Council noticeboard as it 
would be more widely seen, this would require a post mounted noticeboard. 

 Cllr Parker proposed the Wonderwall post mounted noticeboard costing £531.60 be purchased for 
installation on the Mill Meadows site, seconded by Cllr Holley, agreed by all.  Action: clerk to place 
order, Cllr Parker to arrange installation.    

  c.  Budget Virements 
       The Chair proposed £400 be transferred to the Fixed Assets budget and £408 be transferred to the  
       Defibrillator budget from the Unidentified Contingency budget, seconded by Cllr Fawcitt, agreed by 
       all.  Action: clerk to amend budget. 

  d.  Increase to Corporate Payment Card Limits 
        Currently the card limit is £1,200 and the individual transaction limit is £1,000.  The card limit had delayed 
       orders being placed in the last two years.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed the card limit be increased to £3,000 and  
       the individual transaction limit be increased to £2,000, seconded by Cllr Carne, agreed by all.  Action:  
       clerk to submit request to increase limits to the bank. 

  e.  Grant Application from Portskewett and Sudbrook Junior Football Club  
    A grant application for £150 had been received from Portskewett and Sudbrook Junior Football Club to 
       provide signage to prevent dog fouling on the Recreation Hall field and around the children’s play area.   
   The remaining grant budget for 2021/22 is £731.  Cllr Fawcitt proposed the application be approved,  
       seconded by Cllr  Carne, agreed by all present.  Action: clerk to make grant payment. 

f.  Amendment to Insurance for Fixed Assets 
  The clerk had notified the insurance company of the following changes to the fixed assets register: 

•   disposal of the computer valued at £374.96 and the printer valued at £49.95 and the addition of  
  the HP Laser Printer valued at £399.99. 

•   increase the Street Furniture sum insured by £1,320.00 to include the 8 Dog Waste Bins. 

       Gallagher advised “the changes increased the annual premium payable by £5.48 including Insurance  
       Premium Tax (IPT) to a new future annual premium of £1,301.29 including IPT.  As this premium is 
       modest there will be no pro rata additional premium required until the next renewal date on 1st June 2022.  

       With regard to defibrillators and cabinets; the policy provides automatic loss and damage cover for  
       defibrillators and cabinets up to a sum insured of £5,000. With regard to laptops; the Selected All Risks  
       section of the policy includes automatic loss and damage cover for portable business equipment, including  
       laptops, anywhere in the EU up to a limit of £5,000 for any one claim”.  
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13.  STAFF APPRAISALS 
   a. The Chair carried out the staff appraisals in January; she reported it had been a difficult two years for the  
       caretaker during the pandemic and commended his positive attitude.  She had thanked the caretaker on  
       behalf of the Council for his hard work.  She reported the clerk had experienced ongoing problems with  
       the printer which had now been rectified as the printer had been replaced.  The clerk had also found it  
       difficult to take annual leave due to the different work schedules of her two employers.  The clerk  
       confirmed this had now been resolved.  Cllr Holley offered to help with any future IT issues, and it was  
       agreed he would look at the Microsoft Office license before it’s renewal in May.  Action: Chair to  
       complete the Council section of the staff appraisal reports and forward to the caretaker and clerk  
       for their agreement. 
 
14.  QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE EVENTS 
   a. Cllr Nurcombe informed members a meeting had been arranged for Thursday 24th February, at 7pm at the 

Recreation Hall, for representatives of the Recreation Hall Committee, the Cornfield Project and the 
Council to discuss what events will be held.  The proposed date was Friday 3rd June. 

       Cllr Parker asked what the Council would want to organise, Cllr Nurcombe suggested a Fun Day on 
Harold’s Field given the Council’s experience with such events.  The clerk reminded members the Beacon 
Lighting would be 9.45pm on Friday 3rd June.  It was noted that residents of St Mary’s place would like 
notification of the events taking place.  Cllr Archer suggested something be arranged for residents with a 
70th birthday on 3rd June and Cllr Carne suggested having games from 70 years ago and dressing up in 
period costume.  Action: clerk to progress arrangements when the date and activities have been 
confirmed. 

 
15.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
       Request for a bench on the coastal path mid-way between Sudbrook Camp and the Prince of Wales  
       Bridge (Cllr Parker) 
       Plaque for the Jubilee Tree on the Village Green (clerk). 
       Sustrans – cycle paths (Cllr Parker) 
       Village Planters (Cllr Carne) 

Councillors became aware the meeting was being recorded and the Chair asked for the consent of the 
attendees.  Councillors confirmed their consent.  
 
16.  DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 The Chair thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as Tuesday 
       15th March 2022 at 7pm, to be held remotely.  The meeting was declared closed at 8.28pm.  
 
 
 
Mrs Beverley Young 
Clerk to the Council 

 


