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Context

• The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 - Section 6 
requires that public authorities carry out their functions in a 
way that aims to improve and not reduce biodiversity and 
that they must seek to build the resilience of ecosystems.

• This plan for biodiversity should be understood in the context 
of the Portskewett Community Council Annual plan and is a 
key element of ‘Taking Care of the Environment’.  

• It is hoped that the Taking Care of the Environment Section
of the Annual Plan will deliver the obligation under the 
Environment Act and be built by public consultation meaning
that the council’s plan for biodiversity will therefore grow over 
time.

• The plan will be reviewed and updated on an ongoing basis.  
In particular

• At the December meeting of the Portskewett Community Council

• After resident input through the planned survey to help establish our 
Community Council’s Annual Plan



Action Plan (1)

Aim Action

Embed biodiversity into decision making 

and procurement

• The council considers each planning application and assesses the 

potential impact upon biodiversity.

• Potential suppliers are often defined through the action of other 

public authorities who assess environmental issues as a part of the 

procurement process

• When the council agrees to procure any item consideration is given 

to the potential impact on biodiversity

Raise awareness of Biodiversity and its 

importance

• A new category for ‘Most Wildlife Friendly’ was created in the 2020 

Best Kept Garden competition, this will be maintained into future 

iterations of the competition.

• The Council will seek and then consider further actions to raise 

awareness as a part of the consultation process under the proposal 

to create the Annual Plan

Safeguard principal species and their 

habitats

• The impact of new developments in the area, changes of use, and 

other works in the area are all considered as part of the planning 

approval process.  

• Action is taken to alert Natural Resources Wales where any 

potential damage to habitats are observed.



Action Plan (2)

Aim Action

Restore and create habitats and resilient 

ecological networks

• The Council will introduce pollinator friendly plants to the areas of 

land and the village planters wherever possible

• Mowing regimes for areas of land maintained by the council are 

planned to balance our aims on biodiversity

Tackle negative factors: e.g. reduce 

pollution, use nature based solutions, 

address invasive species

• All council office waste is recycled where the facility exists to recyle

the material

• Our village decorations are biodegradable or recyclable wherever 

possible, our Christmas lights are used on a timer and are battery 

operated.

• Council meetings are conducted remotely wherever possible to 

reduce the impact of travel on the environment.



Next Steps

• Continue to deliver our services within the action plan 
described earlier and review at the December meeting

• As part of the consultation on the Council’s Annual Plan 
resident feedback and ideas will be sought to build our 
actions in this area.


