MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD VIA REMOTE ACCESS
TUESDAY 16th JUNE 2020

Councillors Present:
Mr P Nurcombe (Chair), Mr C Archer, Mrs C Carne, Miss L Dymock, Mr S Essery, Mr T Fawcitt, Mr A Griffiths,
Mr G Parker, Mr | Standing and County Councillor Fox.

1. PUBLIC MEETING
Due to the Government restrictions in respect of COVID19 the meeting was held by remote access and
it was not practical for members of the public to participate. No issues had been raised with the clerk by
members of the public prior to the meeting.

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
Due to the remote nature of the meeting it was not possible to sign the Attendance Book.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Clir Howells.

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests to declare.

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
It was proposed by ClIr Carne, seconded by ClIr Griffiths and agreed by all present that the minutes of
the last meeting were accepted as a true record. Action PN to sign minutes.

6. CLERK’S REPORT

The clerk’s report for June had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor's consideration.
The report was accepted by the meeting. Action PN to sign report.

Laptop Acquisition
CliIr Archer informed the meeting he had identified 3 potential laptops that would suit the council’s
requirements ranging in price from £389 to £500.

It was proposed by Cllr Nurcombe, seconded by ClIr Fawcitt and agreed by all present that a budget of
£500 be allocated to the purchase, to be funded from the unidentified contingency budget, and Clirs
Archer, Dymock, Fawcitt and Nurcombe in conjunction with the clerk determine which should be
acquired. Action CA,LD,TF,PN, & BY to make acquisition.

Network Rail Land, Sudbrook

The legal team at Network Rail had advised that if there was an intention of revenue income from the
land, via renting plots or planters, a community licence wouldn’t be suitable. The legal team suggested
that a lease for the land could be an option but there would be legal fees associated with setting up a
lease. Alternatively, if the plots did not need to attract an income a community licence would be
appropriate.

It was proposed by Cllr Nurcombe, seconded by ClIr Carne and agreed by all present that a community
licence should be pursued, with no rent being charged for the plots. Action BY to arrange licence
with Network Rail.

7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES
The governing body of ARW School had held a meeting by remote access, there was nothing to report.
CliIr standing, having been the Council’s representative on the Governing Body for a considerable time,
felt that it was time for someone else to have the opportunity to represent the council in his place.
Clirs Dymock and Carne expressed their interest.
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ClIr Fox suggested that there may be a vacancy for a LEA representative on the Governing Body, in
which case both Cllr Dymock and ClIr Carne could become representatives. Action PN to make
enquiries.

There had been no meetings of any other bodies.
8. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR

The County ClIr reported that there had been signs of substance misuse at Black Rock since the site
had reopened, he will ask police to increase patrols.

Work is continuing to enable non-essential shops to reopen, with social distancing of 2m in place. In
Wales the 2m rule is embedded in law so any reduction to the distance will require a change of law.
The ‘R’ rate is currently 0.7 in wales, and shielding has been extended to 16™ August 2020.

Schools are planned to open on 29" June, with the summer term being extended by one week to give
pupils a full month back at school. Provision of schooling for children of key workers may have to be
reviewed as current provision would prevent the additional week being added to the summer term.
One proposal is that only children of parents who are both key workers would continue to attend the
hub.

Cllr Nurcombe added that Caldicot School is moving towards getting pupils back to school, the safety
of staff and pupils being of utmost importance. If a pupil were to break the 2m distance rule on 3
occasions, they would not be able to continue attending.

9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE
a. Planning Application DM/2020/00521
The application sought outline planning permission to build a 3 bedroom detached property on land at
72 The Close, Portskewett. Having considered the application members agreed that their original
concerns with regard to access to the site still stand.

It was proposed by ClIr Fawcitt, seconded by ClIr Archer and agreed by all present that the application
be refused. Action BY to submit response to MCC.

b. Planning Application DM/2020/00516
The application was to relocate a garden wall at 81 Treetops, Portskewett.

It was proposed by CliIr Griffiths, seconded by ClIr Archer and agreed by all present that the application
be approved. Action BY to submit response to MCC.

c. Marie Curie
A request for financial assistance in support of their services had been received from Marie Curie.
Members agreed that as this was a national appeal it was more appropriate to support local causes.

Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council
01742 37 Main Road, Portskewett ~ Erection of a new single storey 2 bed detached property

Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
No planning applications have been refused by Monmouthshire County Council this month.

10. FINANCE
a. Pink Paper June
The pink paper for June was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ consideration. ActionPN

to sign.

The following payments were proposed by Clir Carne, seconded by Cllr Fawcitt and agreed by all
present.

Salaries £1,182.92

Torfaen CBC — Pension contributions £ 219.11

HMRC — NIC and PAYE £ 109.30
Monmouthshire County Council (Lease Harold’s Field 2020/21) £ 133.22

Mrs B Young (Reimbursement for Norton Anti-Virus) £ 16.49

Action BY to set up payments.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations
Due to Government restrictions in respect of COVID19 it had not been possible to carry out the
quarterly check. Item deferred. Action IS

WEBSITE ACCESSIBILITY REGULATIONS
The clerk contacted Hugo Fox who confirmed the costs by email as follows:

There are three levels of packages:

i. Bronzeis free, a council downloads the package and sets up the website themselves.
ii.  Silver costs £19.99 per month and the Council receives online support and training.
iii. Gold costs £399 start-up and £29.99 per month which includes complete website build and
online support and training.
Hugo Fox are estimating between 4 and 8 weeks to build website.

In order to obtain 3 estimates the clerk had also approached Usk Valley Promotions, information
provided was circulated prior to the meeting. Summary of costs below:
¢ Website design and build cost £650
e Ongoing monthly hosting cost of £25 (payable in an annual block)
e Any substantial updates to content required after completion of the initial build charged at £25
per hour Training charged at £30 per hour plus travel expenses
Usk Valley Promotions are estimating website build would be completed by end of August.

Members felt that the response received from Usk Valley Promotions was more comprehensive than
that from Hugo Fox, and also felt that dealing with a local company would be of greater benefit.

It was proposed by ClIr Fawcitt, seconded by ClIr Parker and agreed by all present that Usk Valley
Promotions should be awarded the contract. Action BY to progress with Usk Valley Promotions.

PLACE PLAN
The clerk had contacted the other local councils, most of whom had not met since March. They
confirmed they would add it to the agenda for their next meetings. Action BY to follow up.

ELECTORAL REVIEW OF MONMOUTHSHIRE

. The clerk had circulated the information from MCC prior to the meeting. The consultation commenced

on 1% June 2020, responses are required by 21° June 2020.

ClIr Fox advised members that the proposals should have no impact for Portskewett Community
Council. Once the proposed developments in the area are completed, the resulting increase in
population may result in 2 County Council members instead of 1 but this will be reviewed at a later
date.

It was proposed by Clir Nurcombe, seconded by ClIr Carne and agreed by all present that no response
was required.

BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION

ClIr Archer tabled a proposal for discussion. Clir Nurcombe was concerned that not all residents would
have access to Facebook and questioned how they would be able to participate. Clir Archer confirmed
arrangements would be put in place to cover this. Posters would be displayed on Council noticeboards
and local shops. ClIrs Parker and Griffiths pointed out that only front gardens were judged previously.
It was suggested that back gardens should be included too. Clir Griffiths asked to be removed from the
project team.

It was proposed by Clir Dymock, seconded by ClIr Parker and agreed by a majority that local
businesses be approached to sponsor the awards. Action LD & CA to take the competition forward.
UNITY TRUST CARD

The clerk reminded members that when transferring to Unity Trust Bank the Council had agreed to
acquire a bank card in order to facilitate all payments being made in accordance with standing orders.
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16.

17.

Having banked with Unity Trust for a period of more than 12 months the Council could now make a
card application, the card is facilitated by Lloyds bank:

There would be a set-up fee of £50.00, and an ongoing fee of £3 per month.

There would be no interest payable as any balance has to be paid off in full each month.
A single transaction limit and/or monthly limit could be set.

Statements and transaction enquiries are managed online.

Card set up normally takes 14 days to process.

It was proposed by Cllir Nurcombe, seconded by ClIr Parker and agreed by all present that an
application should be made, the card being in the Council’'s name, the clerk being the administrator
and ClIr Fawcitt to be set up as the card user. Action BY to complete application.

OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND

Invitations for applications for the 2020/21 Oak Grove Community Fund were due to be sent out. The
clerk had contacted MCC to request an extension to the normal deadline as community organisations
are not able to meet due to the COVID19 restrictions, which could prevent them from being able to
submit an application. A response had not yet been received but Clir Fox supported an extension.
Action BY to send out application forms to community groups and obtain response from MCC.

PAYMENTS TO COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS 2019/20
The clerk circulated the IRPW return on Councillor's Allowances for 2019/20 prior to the meeting.

It was proposed by ClIr Carne, seconded by Clir Nurcombe and agreed by all present that the
return be approved. Action BY to submit return to IRPW and publish it on Council notice boards
and website by 30" September 2020.

ClIr Parker left the meeting after this item.

18.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)

Portskewett Woods
A complaint had been received with regard to litter in Portskewett Woods. Ownership of the woods to
be established through Land Registry.

Old Shipyard Development
Clir Dymock has arranged a call with the site manager on 17" June. ClIr Archer will brief Clir Dymock
on issues raised prior to the call.

Dog Bag Dispenser
A request had been made for a dispenser to be provided on the alleyway between Main Road and Hill
Barn View.

ClIr Fawcitt left the meeting after this item.

Dog Waste Bags
ClIr Carne requested a supply of dog waste bags.

COVID19 Volunteer Group
Clir Dymock reported that the volunteer group remains active, demand has fallen but the group will
continue.

Portskewett Heritage Centre
A request has been made to allow the Heritage Centre to put up signage to inform the public about the
centre.

Monthly Police Report
The report had not been received prior to the meeting but will be circulated to members once received.

AGM
Following discussion it was suggested that the Annual Meeting be held in September, to be confirmed
at the July meeting.
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Wales Audit Office

The clerk informed members that the WAO would be looking at employment of staff and the wellbeing
of future generations in the 2020/21 audit. The clerk reminded members of earlier discussion with
regard to producing an Annual Plan, which would tie in with the wellbeing of future generations. The
clerk asked for ideas and priorities to be forwarded in order that a draft plan could be tabled at the July
meeting, with a view to public consultation following.

Allotments
A resident had made a suggestion that part of the ground at The Quest playpark could be used to
provide allotments for residents.

ClIr Fox confirmed that as the ground was leased from MCC permission would have to be sought from
the landowner. He informed members that the regulations in relation to allotments were complicated
and therefore it was not something he could see the County Council wishing to pursue.

Councillors felt that it was not appropriate to have allotments in an area where children were playing,
as it would be very difficult to control access, to ensure their safety.

Hedges on Caldicot Road

The clerk had received a complaint in respect of hedges at the rear of properties in Oaklands Park
overhanging the pavement on Caldicot Road, making it difficult for pedestrians to walk safely. Clerk
will ask residents to cut hedges.

Playground Inspections

The playground inspections are due to be carried out in June. As playgrounds remain closed due to
COVID restrictions, where necessary the inspector will gain access by step ladder as long as it is safe
to do so.

Main Road
The council had been approached by a local grounds maintenance business wanting to undertake
weed treatment along Main Road. This was duly noted.

Rubbish Bin, Sudbrook

The clerk had been notified that a PCC rubbish bin had been removed from outside the playpark in
Sudbrook, and replaced with a smaller MCC bin. It is assumed that MCC will now empty the bin, the
caretaker will monitor the situation.

19. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting as
Tuesday 21st July, to be held remotely. The meeting was then declared closed at 9.05 pm.
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