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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT
TUESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2019
Councillors present:

1.

Mr P Nurcombe (Chair)
Mrs C Carne
Mr S Essery
Mr T Fawcitt
Mr A Griffiths
Mrs C Hubbard
Mr G Parker
Mr I Standing

PUBLIC MEETING
A number of residents from Millstone Cottages and King Harold’s View attended the meeting
to raise their concerns in respect of the traffic using Main Road, around the area of the Spar
and the entrance to King Harold’s View.
The residents had witnessed a number of accidents in this area, and have photographic and
video evidence of the parking and traffic problems.
The problem is constant throughout the day but is worse in the mornings, especially when
children are going to school which obviously raises concerns for their safety. It was suggested
that a 20mph speed limit should be considered in that area.
The residents have already contacted the local police and Monmouthshire County Council
(MCC) and made them aware of the issue, but have received no positive response from either.
The Chairman responded that the community council had made contact with the police and
MCC previously with regard to this issue and had also received no positive response to the
problem.
The clerk was asked to write to the police and Highways again, and to make the County
Councillor and the Chief Executive of MCC aware of the ongoing problem.

2.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Councillor Fox.

4.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests to declare.

5.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Carne and agreed that the
minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the
minutes.

6.

CLERK’S REPORT
The clerk’s report for September had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s
consideration.
The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report.
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7.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES
a. The Council’s representative on the governing body of ARW School reported that there had
been no meeting over the summer.
b. The next meeting of the Dog Fouling Awareness Group is being held on 10th October 2019 at
2pm, at County Hall in Usk.
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Hubbard that Councillor
Carne should become the Council’s representative on this group. This was unanimously
agreed by the members present.

8.

9.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County Councillor was not present at the meeting.
NEW CORRESPONDENCE
a. Monument Close
Correspondence had been received from a resident raising their concerns with regard to litter
that is being thrown out of vehicles at the traffic lights and loud music being played in cars
waiting at the traffic lights, which can be heard inside the houses adjacent to the traffic lights.
Councillor Parker informed the meeting that the police were already pursuing the issue with
regard to noisy vehicles.
It was agreed that the caretaker should be asked to let members know if litter in the area
becomes an issue.
b. Homemakers Community Recycling
A request for financial assistance had been received from Homemakers Community Recycling
in Abergavenny, towards the cost of installing a sewage supply. The cost of the project is
£49,684, funding of £38,000 has currently been secured or pledged.
The Council’s remaining grant budget for 2019/20 is £175. It was therefore felt that a
contribution of this size would not be of any great benefit to the project, and that the funds
would be better allocated in the local area. The clerk was asked to respond accordingly.
Action BY
c. Planning Application DM/2019/01041
The application had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting for their consideration.
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Parker that the
application be recommended for approval. This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.
Action BY
d. Planning Application DM/2019/01228
The application had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting for their consideration.
It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Carne that the application
be recommended for approval. This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.
Action BY
Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council
01828
Development Site at The Old Ship
Condition No.1 Approval of the details
Yard, Sudbrook
of the layout, scale and appearance of
the buildings and the landscaping of the
site
00876

Portskewett and Sudbrook
Recreation Centre, Manor Way,
Portskewett

Two metre wide track, consisting of
three trails and 6 outdoor gym stations.

01228

The Old School House, 10 Main
Road, Portskewett

Modification or Removal of Condition.
Variation of condition no.1 of planning
permission DC/2014/00702
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Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
No planning applications have been refused this month.
10.
FINANCE
a. Pink Paper
The pink paper for September was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’
consideration and was duly authorised by the Chairman.
.

The following payments were proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor
Hubbard and unanimously agreed by members present:
Salaries
Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions
HMRC – NIC and PAYE
Wales Air Ambulance – Donations collected at Fun Day

£1,153.07
£ 213.15
£ 97.15
£ 210.50

A transfer of £6,000 from the current account to the deposit account was also approved.
b.

Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice
A grant application had been received requesting the sum of £1,500. The Council’s approved
budget for 2019/20 to support the organisation is £1,000.
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Hubbard that a grant of
£1,000 be awarded. This was unanimously agreed by members present.
Action BY

c.

Interim Internal Audit
The clerk had circulated the proposed letter to the auditor, and scope of the audit, to members
prior to the meeting for their consideration.
It was proposed by Councillor Carne and seconded by Councillor Hubbard that the proposed
documents be accepted and issued to the Internal Auditor. This was unanimously agreed by
members present.
Action BY

11.
EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
a. The external auditors’ report for 2018/19 had been circulated to members prior to the meeting
for their consideration. It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor
Carne, and unanimously agreed by members that the report be approved and accepted.
An issue had been raised by the auditors in respect of Committees’ Terms of Reference. The
Council has one committee, the Audit Review Committee, for which there is currently no
written terms of reference. The auditors recommended that appropriate terms of reference
should be agreed as soon as possible, or at least by the end of the current financial year, to
ensure that the Council operates efficiently and effectively.
The clerk was asked to prepare terms of reference for consideration and approval at the
October council meeting.
Action BY
12.
2019/20 OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND APPLICATIONS
a. The clerk informed the meeting that a late application had been received from ARW School
PTFA which had been included in the schedule of applications for consideration, but due to
an error had not been added to the agenda.
The Chairman proposed that the application should be considered along with those listed
under agenda item 12a. This was seconded by Councillor Parker and agreed by members
present.
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Following discussion it was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor
Parker that the following grants should be awarded:
Portskewett Heritage Centre £ 1,000.
Caldicot Musical Theatre Group – to be reconsidered at a later date.
Portskewett and Sudbrook Sports and Leisure Group (The Cornfield Project) £ 1,500.
ARW School PTFA £ 1,440
Allocation of the remaining £ 1,060 would be considered at a future meeting.
This was agreed by all members present at the meeting.
The clerk was asked to submit an invoice to Monmouthshire County Council to obtain the
grant funding and notify the applicants accordingly. Payment of the grants will be made once
the funds have been received.
Action BY
13.

STAFF APPRAISALS
a. The clerk reminded members that in order to meet Standing Order 19d the annual appraisals
for the clerk and the caretaker were required to be carried out by the Chairman or Vicechairman, prior to the next council meeting.
The clerk was asked to complete an appraisal document, and to request that the caretaker do
the same. The Chairman agreed to arrange and carry out the appraisals, and provide a report
for the October meeting.
Action BY, MW & PN

14.

COUNCILLOR VACANCY
a. Confirmation was received from Monmouthshire County Council on 16th August 2019 that
no requests had been received to fill the vacancy via an election. The Community Council can
therefore co-opt someone to fill the seat. There are no rules on how a council should co-opt
someone; however councils are advised to ensure that the process is transparent and open to
everyone who wishes to apply, being able to do so.
b. The clerk was asked to place notice of the vacancy in the Council notice boards and on the
website, asking for anyone interested in becoming a Councillor to submit a CV with a letter of
expression of interest. The closing date for submission was agreed as 4th October 2019.
The clerk was asked to agenda this item for the October meeting, to enable applications to be
considered.
Action BY

15.
VILLAGE BONFIRE EVENT
a. It had been made known to the Council that the usual venue for the event would not be
available; therefore a new venue would be required. Having given consideration to various
locations in Portskewett and Sudbrook, with particular regard being given to the safety
implications of each site, it was agreed that it was not practical to hold the event this year.
The clerk was asked to put a notice to this effect on the Council website.

Action BY

b. This is no longer applicable.
c.
16.

This is no longer applicable.

RoSPA REPORTS
a. The caretaker had carried out a review the reports and identified any work that needed to be
undertaken. His report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for their
consideration.
The clerk was asked to contact the safety inspector to gain clarification of his comment in
relation to the swing pod at the Quest.
Action BY
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It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Hubbard that the clerk
should place an order for the replacement bolt caps. This was agreed by members present.
Action BY
17.

ENVIRONMENT WALES ACT 2016 – COMMUNITY AND TOWN COUNCILS DUTY UNDER
SECTION 6
a. Community Councils are required under the Environment Wales Act 2016 Section 6 to
prepare and publish a plan setting out what they propose to do to comply with the duty to
Maintain and Enhance Biodiversity within their current work areas.
Welsh Government will be issuing guidance shortly, but to enable preparation work to
commence they have provided a copy of frequently asked questions and a draft reporting
template which will be included with the Reporting Guidance when it is issued.
It was agreed that the Council would await the guidance before undertaking any work.

18.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Withy Beds
Councillor Standing informed the meeting that the trees overhanging the Withy Beds need
cutting back as lorries using the Middle Leechpool road are hitting the overhanging branches,
some of which have fallen and obstructed the road.
Village Green
The meeting was informed that the pollinator area on the village green is very untidy. It was
suggested that a working party meet to clear the area.
Best Kept Garden Competition
The winning garden in Portskewett Village was 29 Treetops and in Sudbrook Village was 8
Great Spring Road, Mill Meadows. The winners have been presented with their plaques.
Pavement on Main Road
The clerk confirmed that there had been no response to the issue raised with MCC back in
July regarding the very uneven pavement from churchyard corner to the Portskewett Inn.
The Bowl, Harold’s Field
The meeting was informed that there are stinging nettles surrounding the benches and rubbish
bins in this area which need cutting back.
Remembrance Service
Councillor Griffiths confirmed that the bugler had been arranged for the service.
Coastal Path
The clerk had been informed by a resident that the posts at the Sudbrook end of the coastal
path had been left down for a number of days. MCC need to lock them back into place.
St Marys Place
Complaints are still being received from residents regarding the parking issue. They are
compiling a record of the vehicles causing a problem.
Funtime Bounce
The clerk informed the meeting that a full refund had been received from the receivers.
Meeting Venue Sudbrook
Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church closed on 31 st August 2019, and confirmation has been
received that it will no longer be available as a meeting venue.
Councillor Hubbard will confirm whether ARW School is available on the required dates; the
website will be updated once confirmation has been received.
Orange Bag Collection
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The Caretaker currently stores the orange bags that he collects at his residence until collection
day. During the hot weather there has been an issue with the smell emanating from the stored
refuse, and it has also had a detrimental effect on the Monmouthshire County Council
employees who remove the bags on collection day. A solution will need to be sought with
MCC.
Websites and Mobile Applications Accessibility Regulations 2018
The Regulations came into force in September 2018 to implement the EU Directive on the
accessibility of website and mobile applications of public sector bodies. The Directive is
designed to allow citizens, particularly those with disabilities, to gain better access to public
services by making public sector bodies’ websites and mobile applications more accessible.
For websites published before 23rd September 2018, public sector bodies will need to comply
with the Regulations by 23rd September 2020.
The Chairman and Vice Chairman had agreed prior to the meeting that the clerk should take
part in webinar sessions on 23rd September and 26th September 2019, designed to identify
how far the council’s website currently complies with the regulations, and what changes will be
required to ensure compliance. This was retrospectively approved by the meeting.
The clerk will agenda this item for consideration at the October meeting.
19.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting
as Tuesday 15th October at ARW School, Portskewett, the meeting was then declared
closed at 8.45 pm.

