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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT 
        TUESDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2018  

 
Councillors present: Mr P Nurcombe (Chair) 

Mrs C Carne 
Mr S Essery 
Mr T Fawcitt 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mrs C Hubbard  
Mr G Parker 
Mr I Standing 

  
1. PUBLIC MEETING 
 Representatives from the Cornfield Project attended the meeting and were presented with a 
 certificate of achievement, following their nomination for a GAVO Volunteer Award.  The 
 chairman accepted the certificate on behalf of the volunteers who work on the project and 
 thanked the council for their support for the project. 
 
2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed. 
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies had been received from Councillor Whiteley. 
 
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

There were no interests to declare.  
 
5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Essery and agreed that 
the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 
 

6. CLERK’S REPORT 
The clerk’s report for September had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.   
The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report. 
 

7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES  
 There was nothing to report from the Governing Body of ARW School. 

 Councillor Carne had attended the Caldicot Area Cluster meeting and reported that the main 
 discussion was around the availability of school places.  The Chairman explained that the 
 figure stated for primary school places was skewed by the inclusion of empty places at Ysgol-
 y-Fin, which is a specialised facility, and accounted for a large proportion of the spaces. 
 The issue of loneliness and isolation in the area was also discussed, along with the 
 development of Caldicot town centre. 
 
8. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
 The County Councillor was not in attendance at the meeting. 
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9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE  
a. St Mary’s Church, Portskewett  

Correspondence had been received from the secretary of the church notifying the council that 
the church had been informed that there was only one burial space left in the graveyard, and 
once the space was taken the graveyard would have to be closed to new burials.  There is 
currently space in the cremation plot.  The nearest graveyard that would be available to 
Portskewett residents would be in Bulwark.  The information was duly noted. 

b. Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document. 
 The Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document was 
 presented to the meeting for authorisation and was duly signed. 

 Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council  
 00674  Little Ballan Cottage, Little  Second storey above existing side and rear 
   Ballan Lane, Crick   extension 
 c. Note of Thanks 

 A note of thanks had been received from a resident and was duly noted. 

d. Planning Application DM/2018/00674 
 The planning application had been circulated to members for their consideration prior to the 
 meeting.  It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe                  
 that the application should be approved.  This was unanimously agreed by members present.  
 The clerk will respond accordingly.            Action BY  
 
10. FINANCE 
 a. The pink paper for September was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 

 consideration and was duly authorised.  

 b.    The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting: 

 Salaries   £1,100.52            
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions   £   202.82          
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE   £     88.95   
 Playsafety Ltd – Playground Inspections 2018   £   197.40 
 Mr M Taylor – Hedge Cutting Services   £     65.00 
 Mr A Griffiths – BKG Shield engraving and new plate   £     10.00 
 Monmouthshire County Council – Repair of Fence Harold’s Field   £   254.40 

 They were proposed by Councillor Essery and seconded by Councillor Standing.                .    

    c. Interim Internal Audit 
 It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that Mr P 
 Murphy should be asked to carry out the interim internal audit, the scope of which should 
 follow that of the end of year audit, for the six months to September. 
 The clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements.     Action BY 

 d. Monmouthshire County CAB 
 A grant application had been submitted for consideration along with a copy of the annual 
 accounts.  The sum requested was £1,500.  The council budget set for Monmouth County 
 CAB for 2018/19 is £1,000.  
 It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that a grant of 
 £1,000 be awarded.  This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.   Action BY 

 e. Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre 
 A grant application had been submitted for consideration.  No specific sum had been 
 requested. It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Standing that 
 no grant be awarded as the council has a limited budget, and it was felt that it should therefore 
 be utilised more locally.  This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.        Action BY 
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11. OAK GROVE SOLAR FARM COMMUNITY FUND 
 The clerk had responded to Mr Winstanley on the draft agreement in early August, bringing to 
 his attention the timescale for the next meeting.  The clerk followed up in early September but 
 no further response had been received.  The clerk was asked to follow up with Mr Winstanley 
 again, copying Councillor Fox in on the correspondence.     Action BY 

12. STAFF APPRAISALS 
 The clerk reminded members that in order to meet Standing Order 19d the annual appraisals 

for the clerk and the caretaker were required to be carried out by the Chairman or Vice-
chairman, prior to the next council meeting. 

 Councillor Fawcitt agreed to supply an appraisal document for completion by the clerk and 
caretaker.  The vice-chairman agreed to carry out the appraisals and provide a report for the 
next meeting. Action TF, BY, MW & PN 

 
13. TREES ON STOWBALL COMMON 
 Further to advice received from Mr Bartlett in the summer that there were trees overhanging 

the pathways on the common, making it difficult for people to use the paths, it was agreed to 
carry out a site visit to determine what action would be required.   

 It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Parker that they would 
inspect the area and carry out any necessary work. 

 The clerk was asked to contact Mr Bartlett to cut the path around the common, leaving the 
central area for wildlife, and to cut the path around Harold’s field and across the middle.  

    Action BY 
14. EVENTS 
 a. It was agreed that a meeting of the Events Working Group would be held on Wednesday 26th 

September 2018 at 7.30pm at the Portskewett Inn. 

 b. It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that any 
donations collected at the Beacons of Light event should be forwarded to the Royal British 
Legion. 

 
15. RoSPA REPORTS 
  The annual playground inspection reports had been circulated to members prior to the meeting 

for their consideration. 

  Damage had been identified to the ground surface in one area of Sudbrook Play Park.  The 
clerk was asked to approach Monmouthshire County Council with regard to the necessary 
repair as it was possible that the grass cutter had caused the damage.  Councillor Parker 
agreed to approach Redrow as they currently own the site, should MCC not agree to 
undertake the repair.  Action BY & GP 

 
16. EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2017/18 
 The external auditors’ report for 2017/18 had been circulated to members prior to the meeting 

for their consideration.  It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor 
Carne, and unanimously agreed by members that the report be approved and accepted. 

 A minor issue had been raised by the auditors: Section 1 of the annual return did not add up 
by £1.  The clerk clarified for the members that this was not due to an error, but was the result 
of the external auditors requesting figures be rounded to the nearest pound, rather than 
showing figures including pence.  The 2016/17 figures had therefore been rounded down to 
the nearest pound, whereas the 2017/18 figures required rounding up to the nearest pound, 
resulting in a difference of £1 between the two years. 

 Members agreed that no action was required in respect of this issue. 
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17. SECTION 106 FUNDING – SUDBROOK PAPER MILL SITE 
 Mr Moran had informed the council that given the currently low rate of occupation of dwellings 

in the development, funding was not anticipated to be received until after 1st April 2019.  He 
proposed therefore to include the funding in the budget for 2019/20, for which he would need 
to submit a report to Cabinet in December/January. 

 Mr Moran had suggested that MCC approach the five potential beneficiaries of the funding to 
obtain information as to how they proposed to spend any funding received. 

 Members agreed that they were happy for MCC to obtain the information, but would like the 
opportunity to have an input into the process.  The clerk was asked to respond accordingly. 

    Action BY 
18. GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 
 The clerk had circulated to members prior to the meeting a policy for their consideration.  The 

Appendices referred to in the document would be adopted from those agreed by National 
Association of Local Councils. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Essery that the policy be 
adopted by the council.  This was unanimously agreed by the meeting. 

 
19. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
 Black Rock Picnic Site 
 A number of complaints had been received with regard to the work being undertaken by 
 Monmouthshire County Council as it appears to have reached a stand still. 

 Complaints had also been made with regard to young people using the site making undue 
 noise and driving at speed  along Black Rock road, especially late at night and in the early 
 hours of the morning. 

 Best Kept Garden Competition 
 The winner in Portskewett village was 17 Hill Barn View, and the winner in Sudbrook village 
 was 8 Camp Road.  Both winners had been presented with their plaques. 

 Remembrance Poppies 
 Councillor Standing reported that the project was underway, and that a meeting was being 
 held on Wednesday 19th September in the Church Hall to promote the project and encourage 
 local residents to join in. 

 Police Report 
 The clerk had circulated the monthly report to members prior to the meeting for information.  
 Nine crimes had been reported and one case of anti-social behaviour.  There were no further 
 questions. 

 Access Road into Sudbrook Village 
 A resident had written to the council raising a number of issues with regard to the highway into 
 Sudbrook, resulting from the development of the Paper Mill site. 
 The clerk was asked to obtain a copy of the original plans for the junction from Monmouthshire 
 County Council and to request that a safety audit be carried out.  The clerk will respond to the 
 resident accordingly.          Action BY 
 
20.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
as Tuesday 16th October at Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church, Sudbrook, the 
meeting was then declared closed at 9pm.  


