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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT  

        TUESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2019 
 

Councillors present: Mr P Nurcombe (Chair) 
Mrs C Carne 
Mr S Essery 
Mr T Fawcitt 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mrs C Hubbard  
Mr I Standing 
 

  

1. PUBLIC MEETING 
 No members of the public were present at the meeting. 

2.  SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed. 

3.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Councillor Parker and Councillor Fox.        

4.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There were no interests to declare.  

5.  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Griffiths and agreed that 
the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 

6.  CLERK’S REPORT 
The clerk’s report for November had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.   

The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report. 

7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES  
 a. The Council’s representative on the governing body of ARW School reported that the 

Governing Body had not met in the last month. 

b. Councillor Essery had attended a One Voice Wales branch meeting.  He informed the meeting 
that reporting on Section 6 – The Biodiversity and Resilience of Eco Systems Duty had been 
discussed, the smaller councils had been advised that their reports should be simple, showing 
how they consider the environment in their decision making processes. 

c. Councillor Carne had attended a meeting of the Caldicot Cluster Group.  She informed the 
meeting that the discussions had centred around: Public Toilets; the Climate Emergency 
Strategy; “We are a Community” (activities for residents). 

 Councils were also reminded that they should have a Section 106 Plan in place, so that should 
a future development result in S106 funding being available, the information would be ready 
within the required timescale. 

 The clerk was asked to agenda this for discussion at the December meeting.    Action BY 

8. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
 The County Councillor was not present at the meeting.  
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9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE  
a. Funtime Bounce 

 Correspondence had been received explaining how the company had been forced into 
 liquidation by one shareholder, and that they had been prohibited by a court order from 
 communicating with customers regarding the situation.  The remaining shareholders have now 
 successfully reinstated the company.   

 The company has offered a credit voucher to customers who had a booking, for the full 
 amount paid, with an open ended date, as they want to honour any commitments for services 
 paid for out of a genuine sincerity to amend the situation.   

b. Wales Air Ambulance Charity  
 A thank you letter had been received for the donation forwarded from the Fun Day event. 
 It was duly noted. 

c. Planning Application DM/2019/01671 
 It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Essery and agreed that 
 the application be recommended for approval. This was unanimously agreed by members 
 present.              Action BY 

d. Planning Application DM/2019/01742 
 It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Griffiths and agreed that 
 the application be recommended for approval.  This was unanimously agreed by members 
 present.             Action BY 

e. Planning Application DM/2019/01819 
 It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Griffiths and agreed that the 
 application be recommended for approval.  This was unanimously agreed  by members 
 present.             Action BY 

Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council 
 01671  38 Monument Close, Portskewett  Non material amendments in relation to 
         planning permission DM/2019/01031 
         (addition of new high level window to 
         side elevation, replace facing brick to 
         external walls with textured render). 

Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council 
 No planning applications have been refused by Monmouthshire County Council this month. 

10. FINANCE 
 a. Pink Paper 

The pink paper for November was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 
 consideration and was duly authorised by the Chairman. 

.  The following payments were proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor 
Griffiths and unanimously agreed by members present: 

 Salaries   £1,153.07            
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions   £   213.15          
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE   £     97.15 
 Mr A Griffiths – Bugler for Remembrance Day   £     10.00 
 The RBL Poppy Appeal – Wreath for Remembrance Day   £     17.00   

 A transfer of £2,000 from the Unity deposit account to the Unity current account was also 
approved in readiness for December payments.                      Action BY 

b.    Replacement Dome Caps for Play Equipment 
The Caretaker had asked that more dome caps be purchased to meet future requirements as 
he had used those recently acquired.  The cost would be £14.16. 
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It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the clerk 
should place an order.  This was unanimously agreed by members present.      Action BY 

11. OAK GROVE COMMUNITY FUND  
 a. The clerk had informed Caldicot Musical Theatre Group that approval of their application for a 

grant had been put on hold until confirmation had been received that they had secured 
premises. 

  The Chairperson had requested that the position be reconsidered as the seating is 
demountable and can therefore be moved and installed in any premises they occupy. 

It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that clarification 
be sought as to whether the grant would be expended by 31st August 2020, and if not would 
the group be willing to return the funds, as required under the terms of the agreement.  This             
was agreed by members present.           Action BY 

12. WEBSITE ACCESSIBILITY REGULATIONS 
 a. The clerk reminded members that a plan needed to be produced showing how the Council 

would achieve compliance with the regulations, including the expected timescale for the work 
to be carried out. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that appropriate  
budgets be allocated in 2019/20 and 2020/21 to meet the costs that are expected to be 
incurred.  It was also proposed that this should be added to the agenda for the December 
meeting.  This was agreed by members present.   Action BY  

 b. The clerk had obtained an estimate of the cost of employing a 3rd party to carry out a 
compliance audit on the Council website.  It was anticipated to be in the region of £2,000. 

  The audit would identify what work would be required on the website to make it fully compliant 
with the regulations.  It was anticipated that there would also be a cost associated with this. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that a budget of 
£2,000 be allocated in 2019/20 to enable the audit to be carried out.  It was agreed that this 
should be facilitated by a virement from the Unidentified Services Contingency Fund. Action BY 

 It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Essery that a further                                       
budget of £2,000 be provided in 2020/21 to enable the work required to achieve compliance to 
be carried out. This was agreed by members present.    Action BY 

13. 2020/21 BUDGET FOR DISCUSSION  
 a. The proposed budget had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.   
  The proposed budget was based on a combination of the actual 2019/20 expenditure to date 
  and the forecast outturn for the year. 

  The responsible finance officer brought to members’ attention the areas within the proposed 
  budget where changes to the proposed figures could be made. 

  The responsible finance officer reminded members that guidance recommends that reserves
  equating to between 3 and 6 months expenditure should be held, as a safeguard  against
  unforeseen circumstances.  The proposed contingency of £6,500 equated to less than 2 
  months expenditure. 

  The responsible finance officer reminded members that the Oak Grove Community Fund was 
  a specific reserve that could not be used to meet ongoing costs incurred by the council. 

  Following detailed examination of the proposed budget it was proposed by Councillor  
  Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Standing that the following amendments be made to 
  determine the final budget for approval: 

a. The budget for Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice Bureau should be increased to 
£1,250. 
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b. The budget for Christmas trees and lighting should be increased by £650 as 2 trees at 
2019 prices would cost £1,000.  

c. The Unidentified Services Contingency should be increased to £9,000, to bring it more in 
line with the minimum of 3 months expenditure in reserves.                     Action BY 

  The revised expenditure budget for 2020/21 would be £49,796.          

  It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Standing that a precept 
  of £33,500 should be requested, and the clerk was duly authorised to submit the request on 
  behalf of the council when required to do so.       Action BY 

 14. COUNCILLOR VACANCY 
a. Two candidates had been interviewed on Tuesday 5th November.  The interview panel 

recommended to the meeting that Lisa Dymock be co-opted into the vacancy. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Carne and seconded by Councillor Standing that the 
recommendation be approved.  This was agreed by members present.   Action BY 

 b. The clerk had received a letter of resignation from Councillor Fox, in respect of his Community 
 Councillor position.  This had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  The clerk had 
 notified the electoral registrations office and a notice of vacancy for election had been 
 advertised on the 11th November 2019.  The closing date for requests for an election is 29th 
 November 2019.   

 It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Standing that if no 
election was required, Mr Colin Archer be co-opted to the vacancy.  This was agreed by 
members present.           Action BY 

15. ANCIENT MONUMENT SIGN 
a. Councillor Griffiths informed the meeting that there was a handmade sign near the crossing 

gates in Sudbrook informing people of the ancient monument.  The sign is in poor condition 
and it was suggested that it should be replaced. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that the sign 
should be reviewed. This was agreed by members present.          Action Councillors 

16. BANDSTAND AND STOCKS ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 
 a. Reinstatement of the Village Stocks  
   A suggestion had been made that a set of replica stocks be procured and installed on the 

village green.  The clerk had made enquiries with the planning department and permission 
would need to be sought which may attract a fee. There would be a requirement to prove that 
the proposal fell within the Council’s normal business. 

   It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that this should 
not be progressed at the current time.  This was agreed by members present.  

 b. Bandstand for the Village Green 
   A suggestion had been made that a bandstand be installed on the village green.  The clerk 

had made enquiries with the planning department and permission would need to be sought 
which may attract a fee. There would be a requirement to prove that the proposal fell within the 
Council’s normal business. 

  The clerk had also made enquiries as to the possible cost of the project; a bandstand 4.5m L x 
4.5m W x 3.3m H would cost around £29,567 plus VAT.  The installation cost would be in the 
region of £7,500 plus VAT. 

   It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that this should 
not be progressed at the current time.  This was agreed by members present. 
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17.  LIVING LEVELS STATUES 
 a. It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that this agenda 

item be considered immediately following the public meeting.  This was agreed by members 
present. 

  Representatives from the Living Levels Project informed the meeting that as part of the project 
statues would be installed at various locations along the levels.  A statue of Thomas Walker 
would be installed at Black Rock picnic site, along with a second statue of a Lave Net 
Fisherman, both chosen to represent the history of the area. The statues are due to be 
installed in February/March 2020. 

18.  REPORTING ON SECTION 6 – THE BIODIVERSITY AND RESILIENCE OF ECO SYSTEMS 
DUTY 

 a. Correspondence had been received from The Biodiversity Team, Welsh Government, on the 
reporting requirement in respect of the Section 6 duty.   

  A draft report format had been supplied, which the clerk was asked to complete and agenda 
for approval at the December meeting.        Action BY 

19.  ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
a. Police Report 

The report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for their consideration.  It was 
duly noted and there were no questions.  

b. Grounds Maintenance Contract 2020/21 
 The clerk had received the renewal notice from Monmouthshire County Council.  The clerk will  

agenda the renewal for discussion at the December meeting.   

c. Bus Shelter 
 An enquiry had been received from residents requesting a bus shelter in the vicinity of 17 Main 

Road.  Councillor Nurcombe reminded the meeting that this had been considered previously, 
but it had been found that the pavement was not the correct width to accommodate a shelter. 

d. Parking on Main Road 
Complaints were still being received in respect of the issue of cars parking on the junction with 
King Harold’s View.  It was reported that damage had been caused to a vehicle as a result of 
the issue.  It was agreed that the Highways department and Police should be informed once 
again. 

e. Coffee Shop 
 A Councillor had received an enquiry from a resident seeking to open a coffee shop in  
 Portskewett. They had responded that the Council was not aware of any premises currently 
 available. 

20.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
  The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
  as Tuesday 17th December at ARW School, Portskewett, as the venue would not be 
  available on the 10th as originally planned.  The meeting was then declared closed at 8.40pm.  


