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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT
TUESDAY 20th NOVEMBER 2018
Councillors present:

Mr P Nurcombe (Chair)
Mr T Fawcitt
Mr P Fox
Mr A Griffiths
Mrs C Hubbard
Mr G Parker
Mr I Standing

1.

PUBLIC MEETING
There were no members of the public in attendance at the meeting.

2.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Councillor Whiteley, Councillor Carne and Councillor
Essery.

4.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests to declare.

5.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Fox and agreed that the
minutes of the last meeting, and those of the extraordinary meeting held on 31st October 2018,
were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the minutes.

6.

CLERK’S REPORT
The clerk’s report for November had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s
consideration.
The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report.

7.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES
There was nothing to report from the Governing Body of ARW School.
The council’s representative had attended a meeting of the Red Card Group and had
forwarded a report for the meeting.
The main discussion was with regard to the collection of waste from designated dog refuse
bins. Merlin are the only company in Wales who provide the service, and companies in
England providing the same service are much more expensive, should an alternative provider
to Merlin need to be found.
Generally councils reported an increase in dog fouling since the darker nights.
Two anti-fouling notice boards for sports grounds had been obtained and passed on for
installation at the Recreation Hall.
An enforcement day will be held on 11th April 2019 in Monmouth.
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8.

9.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County Councillor reported that a letter received from the 1 st Minister indicated that there
would be a little more money coming to local councils in Wales. Monmouthshire County
Council is currently working through what the implications are for the county.
NEW CORRESPONDENCE
a. Planning application DM/2018/01671
The application had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Councillor
Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Standing that the application be recommended for
approval.
b. Planning application DM/2018/01784
The application had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Councillor
Parker and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the application be recommended for refusal,
due to the concerns over access which were raised previously, and do not appear to have
been addressed in the new application.
c. Application for a street trading consent at Indian Empire Car Park, Parkwall
The application had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Councillor
Parker and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that the application be recommended for
approval.
d. Planning application DM/2018/01828
The application had been circulated prior to the meeting. The clerk was asked to submit a
response that the council had no comments to make.
e. Planning application DM/2018/01646
The application had been circulated prior to the meeting. The clerk was asked to submit a
response that the council had no comments to make.
f. Planning application DM/2018/01854
The application had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was proposed by Councillor
Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Parker that the application be recommended for approval.

Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council
01122
46 Treetops, Portskewett
Retrospective application to extend curtilage to
side of dwelling. Construction of 2m high brick
wall 1.1m from inside of kerb
10.
FINANCE
a. The pink paper for November was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’
consideration and was duly authorised.
b.

The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting:
Salaries
Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions
HMRC – NIC and PAYE
The Royal British Legion – Donation
Mr G Parker – Supplies for BBQ and Cream Tea Event
Mrs B Young – Fancy Dress Prizes

£1,100.52
£ 202.82
£ 89.15
£ 209.00
£ 471.10
£
6.66

They were proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe.
c.

Application for a Grant from the Cornfield Project
It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Standing that the
application be approved and the sum of £1,500 be awarded. This would be funded from the
general donations budget and was unanimously agreed by the meeting.
Action BY
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11.

Audit Review for the Year Ended 31st March 2018
The report of the Audit Committee had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.
It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the report be
accepted and approved.
2019/20 BUDGET FOR DISCUSSION
The proposed budget had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.
The proposed budget was based on a combination of the actual 2018/19 expenditure to date
and the forecast outturn for the year, and resulted in a potential increase in precept of £7,500.
The responsible finance officer brought to members’ attention the areas within the proposed
budget where changes to the proposed figures could be made.
The responsible finance officer reminded members that guidance recommends that reserves
equating to between 3 and 6 months expenditure should be held, as a safeguard against
unforeseen circumstances. The proposed contingency of £10,000 equated to 2.5 months
expenditure.
The responsible finance officer also reminded members that the Sudbrook Community Fund
and the Oak Grove Community Fund were specific reserves that could only be used for the
purpose for which they were received, and could not be used to meet ongoing costs incurred
by the council.
Following detailed examination of the proposed budget it was proposed by Councillor
Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fox that the following amendments be made to
determine the final budget for approval:
a. The budget for Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice Bureau should remain at £1,000.
b. The general donations budget should be reduced to £1,000, on the basis that grants would
be available from the two Community Funds.
c. The training budget should be reduced to £500.
d. The Unidentified Services Contingency should be reduced to £6,500.

Action BY

The revised expenditure budget for 2019/20 would be £ 53,099.
It was proposed by Councillor Fox and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that a precept of
£31,500 should be requested, and the clerk was duly authorised to submit the request on
behalf of the council when required to do so.
Action BY
12.

EVENTS
The clerk had circulated a report on the four council events held in November prior to the
meeting. The report was duly noted.
It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the surplus
funds from the Hog Roast are forwarded to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. Action BY

13.

BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION
The results of the 2018 competition had been received and both villages had improved their
scores from the previous year. Portskewett earned 90 marks out of 100 and received a highly
commended, also winning the ‘Best Hedgerows for Pollinators Award'. Sudbrook received 70
marks out of 100.
Mrs Sandra Davies from GAVO attended the meeting to present the certificate for the ‘Best
Hedgerows for Pollinators Award'.
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OAK GROVE SOLAR FARM COMMUNITY FUND ALLOCATION PROCESS
It was agreed by the meeting that the clerk would invite grant applications using the council
noticeboards and the website. The clerk was also asked to notify all local community groups,
clubs and societies that grant funding had become available, for which they could apply.
It was agreed that applications received would be considered at the next council meeting for
which they could be included on the agenda, following their receipt.
The final date for applications to be submitted for consideration in respect of the 2018/19
funding would be the 28th February 2019, in order to ensure that all of the conditions
associated with the funds could be met within the required timescale.
Action BY

15.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Police Report
The clerk had circulated the monthly report to members prior to the meeting for information.
Saplings on The Green
The clerk informed members that a resident had made contact regarding saplings, seeded
from the trees on the green, which were growing at the base of their boundary wall. The
resident was concerned that as they grew they could undermine the wall. The clerk had
contacted Monmouthshire County Council to ask for the saplings to be removed under the
Grounds Maintenance Contract. She was waiting for a response.
Welsh Water – Works on Black Rock Road
Councillor Hubbard reported that residents were concerned about the lorries which were using
Main Road as the access route to the site on Black Rock Road. The clerk was asked to
contact Welsh Water and respectfully ask that in future they use the route via Ifton Hill.
Christmas Trees and Lights
Councillor Parker informed the meeting that Andrac Nurseries were able to supply two 75 foot
Christmas trees at a cost of £350, and that two sets of replacement Christmas lights were
required, at a cost of £26.50 each.
Overgrown Boundary at The Piggery, Middle Road, Leechpool
Councillor Fox informed the meeting that the boundary had still not been cut back, and asked
for clarification on what steps had been taken to date. The clerk responded that she had tried
to make contact with the owner several times by telephone but no calls had been returned.
As the current address of the owner was not known Monmouthshire County Council had been
asked to issue an enforcement notice.
Poppy Display at the Cenotaph
Councillor Standing and Councillor Parker would be removing the display on Wednesday 21st
November.

16.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting
as Tuesday 11th December at ARW School, Portskewett, the meeting was then declared
closed at 9.10pm.

