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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT
TUESDAY 21st MAY 2019
Councillors present:

Mr T Fawcitt (Chair)
Mrs C Carne
Mr S Essery
Mr P Fox
Mr A Griffiths
Mrs C Hubbard
Mr I Standing
Mr A Whiteley

1.

PUBLIC MEETING
No members of the public were present at the meeting.

2.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Councillor Whiteley declared an interest in agenda item 6b, planning application
DM/2019/00719, as he is a close neighbour.

3.

CLERK’S REPORT
The clerk’s report for May had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s
consideration.
The clerk further updated the meeting as follows:
Sudbrook Bus Service
Mr Moran had confirmed that the S106 Agreement for the Paper Mill development included a
Public Transport contribution of £200,000. He had brought the issue of the 75 bus service to
the attention of Richard Cope, the Passenger Transport Manager, who had confirmed that the
funding would be used to support this service.
Community Notice Board for the Green
The clerk had contacted Malcolm Lane and Son for a quote but despite following up had
received no response. Other providers’ prices ranged from £1,800 to £2,500 excluding vat.
The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report.

4.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES
a. The Council’s representative on the governing body of ARW School reported that the process
of filling the Headship position is ongoing.
b. There was nothing to report from members of any other bodies.

5.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County Councillor informed members that Councillor Woodhouse is now Chairman of the
County Council. He also confirmed the plans to maintain the 75 Bus Service to Sudbrook.
Councillor Fox discussed the new arrangements for residents using the Monmouthshire
recycling centres, and informed members that there was a possibility that the permit for the
Lave Net Fishery may change to catch and release; which may be an issue for their
continuance.
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6.

NEW CORRESPONDENCE
a. Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre
A request for financial assistance had been received from Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre
Wales. Members agreed that as the general grant fund was limited for 2019/20 and only a
small balance remained, that it would be more appropriate to allocate the remaining balance to
a local concern.
Councillor Whiteley, having declared an interest in the next agenda item, abstained from the
discussions and recommendation .
b. Planning Application DM/2019/00719
The application had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for their consideration.
Members raised concerns that the layout of the proposed development was out of character
with the general street scene in the vicinity of the property. No other properties along Main
Road have a garage to the forefront of the residence, nearer to the highway than the
residence itself.
It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the
application be recommended for refusal, this was unanimously agreed by the meeting. The
clerk was asked to submit the council’s response to Monmouthshire County Council.
Action BY
Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council
There were no outstanding planning applications approved by Monmouthshire County Council.
Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
There were no outstanding planning applications refused by Monmouthshire County Council.

7.

FINANCE
a. The pink paper for May was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’
consideration and was duly authorised by the Chairman

.

The following payments were proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor
Whiteley and unanimously agreed by members present:
Salaries
Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions
HMRC – NIC and PAYE
Mr P Murphy – Internal Audit Fee 2018/19
b.

8.

£1,131.47
£ 213.15
£ 118.75
£ 200.00

Norton Antivirus Software Renewal
The clerk informed members that the Norton Antivirus Software subscription ends on 6 th June
2019. The cost of renewal was expected to be £19.99.
It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Standing that the
subscription be renewed; this was unanimously agreed by the meeting.

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
a. The internally audited annual accounts for 2018/19 had been circulated to members prior to
the meeting for their consideration.
It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Carne that the accounts be
accepted and approved.
The Chairman and the responsible finance officer duly signed the papers.
b. The report from the internal auditor had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for
their consideration. It was proposed by Councillor Carne and seconded by Councillor Hubbard
that the report be accepted.
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It was agreed that the Audit Review Committee would meet on Wednesday 22nd May at 7pm
at the Chairman’s residence to undertake the annual audit review.
c. The clerk had circulated the Annual Governance Statement for 2018/19 to members prior to
the meeting. The clerk duly completed the statement at the meeting with the responses given
by the members.
d. The clerk presented the Annual Return for 2018/19, along with the supporting documentation
required by the external auditors, to the meeting. The Chairman and the clerk/responsible
finance officer duly signed the supporting documents to verify they were true copies of the
original documents, and the Chairman signed the Annual Return.
9.

SUDBROOK COMMUNITY FUND
a. An application had been received from Sudbrook Play Park Association requesting a grant of
£10,000 to enable the acquisition of multi-play equipment to replace a very old slide located in
the Play Park and Sudbrook Camp area. £10,000 had been allocated to the project from S106
funding but without an additional grant the project could not proceed.
With the new housing development being built on the Paper Mill site members felt that the play
provision needed to be improved.
It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Carne that the application
should be approved and a grant of £10,000 be awarded.
Action BY

10.
INSURANCE RENEWAL
a. The clerk had received the insurance renewal documentation from Came and Company. The
premium had increased by £20.99 from the previous year to £770.63. The clerk reminded
members the council had entered into a 3 year agreement with the insurance company, which
is due to finish in 2021.
It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Standing that the policy be
renewed.
Action BY
11.
BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION
a. It was agreed that this year’s competition should be advertised, and that judging for the
competition would take place from 1st to 31st July 2019.
Action BY
It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Hubbard that the previous
year’s winners should judge the gardens in their respective village. This was unanimously
agreed by the meeting.
Councillor Griffiths will confirm the arrangements with the judges.

Action AG

12.
SPONSORSHIP OF GAVO/MCC ANNUAL VOLUNTEERING AWARDS
a. The Council had been invited to sponsor the Annual Volunteering Awards being run by GAVO
and Monmouthshire County Council. It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded
by Councillor Carne, that due to the council’s limited funds, the council should not sponsor this
year’s event. This was agreed by the meeting.
13.
CONSULTATION ON REVISED DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SPG
a. Notification had been received of the consultation on Revised Draft Affordable Housing SPG.
After due consideration members agreed that they did not wish to submit a response.
14.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Oak Grove Community Fund 2019/20
The clerk reminded members that applications for the 2019/20 fund were now due to be
invited. Applications will be accepted up to 31 st August, for consideration at the September
Council meeting.
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Village Fun Day
The clerk had received confirmation from The Little Brew Company that they would be able to
attend the event, supplying hot drinks.
The After School Club had confirmed that they would run the Tombola.
Portskewett Brownies, The Lave Net Fishermen and Portskewett and Sudbrook Youth Club
had all confirmed that they would not be available to have a stall.
The clerk had received notification from Monmouthshire County Council that a day block street
trading consent is required for the event as there will be stalls at the event selling food. Also a
permit is required to collect money for charity.
Anniversary of the Refurbishment of Portskewett Church Hall
The clerk informed members that the St Mary’s Church will be holding an open evening on 6 th
June 2019 to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the refurbishment of the church hall. Council
members were invited to attend the event.
Police Report
The police report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for their consideration
and was duly noted.
Overgrown Hedge at The Piggery, Middle Road Leechpool
The meeting was informed that the hedge still remained uncut and was becoming more of an
obstruction. Monmouthshire County Council had been notified of the issue in 2018 and had
been asked to issue an enforcement notice.
Overgrown Verges, Middle Road Leechpool
Concerns were raised that visibility was obscured at the junctions at both ends of the Middle
Road due to the overgrown verges. This was considered a significant risk for vehicles using
the road.
Political Notice on the Village Green
Members had noted that what was considered to be a political notice had been installed on the
Village Green. The Chairman confirmed that it would be removed.
Monmouthshire County Council Weed Spraying Policy
It was suggested that clarification should be sought as to the policy on weed spraying with
regard to the verges in the villages, as roadside weeds were making the villages look untidy.
15.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting
as Tuesday 18th June at ARW School, Portskewett, the meeting was then declared closed
at 8.55pm.

