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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT 
TUESDAY 20th MARCH 2018  

 
Councillors present: Mrs C Hubbard (Chair) 

Mr P Nurcombe (Vice Chair) 
Mr S Essery 
Mr T Fawcitt 
Mr P Fox 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mr G Parker 

 
 

Mr I Standing 
Mr A Whiteley 

  
1. PUBLIC MEEETING 
 Mr Lovell attended the meeting on behalf of the Recreation Hall Committee.  He was seeking 
 to establish what the response was to a letter the Chairman had previously written to the 
 council with regard to use of Section 106 funding.  The clerk informed Mr Lovell that the 
 Chairman had been sent a response to his letter, and that a grant application form had also 
 been sent in respect of the request for funding towards a new fence.  Councillor Fox clarified 
 the position going forward with regard to Section 106 funding and the Community 
 Infrastructure Levy. 
 
 Representatives from Severnside Together Opposing Pollution (STOP) attended the meeting 
 to update the councillors on recent progress: 

 Natural Resources Wales have turned down the application for the environmental 
permit. 

 STOP have passed comments through to Monmouthshire County Council (MCC) 
planning department on the 5 new reports that were submitted by DPS in support of 
their planning application, and these will be added to the planning portal. 

 The councillors were informed that the land at the proposed development site is owned 
by the owner of Raintight, who has expressed grave concerns about the development 
and has contacted David Davies MP. 

 It has become apparent that the holding company of DPS has a credit limit of £500, and 
that DPS Process Systems has £140,000 in county court judgements against it.  The 
time limit for DPS Process Systems to be wound up has been reached, however the 
court has currently suspended the situation.  It is not clear what the implications of that 
are. 

 Councillor Fox reported that the environmental and planning departments within MCC are 
 being very thorough in reviewing the information submitted in the reports. 

 The Chairman thanked the STOP representatives for all the hard work that is being 
 undertaken by STOP and the contribution that they are making in support of the planning 
 process. 
 
2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed.   
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Carne.  
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4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
a. Councillor Hubbard declared an interest in item 9e on the agenda, a request from the Cornfield 

Project for financial assistance with obtaining a new mower, as she is a member of the 
committee. 
 

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Whiteley and agreed 
that the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed 
the minutes. 

 
6. CLERK’S REPORT 

The clerk’s report for March had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.  The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the 
report. 

The clerk was able to further update the members on the following issues: 

 Mr P Keeble had confirmed that the three outstanding highways issues had been added 
to the planned work schedule. 

 A representative from the Society of Local Council Clerks had informed the clerk that 
the role of Data Protection Officer could not be fulfilled by a councillor as the position 
required independence. 

 Caldicot Musical Theatre Group had confirmed that they would provide entertainment 
for the planned events on 10th November 2018. 

 Confirmation had been received from Redrow that they had no objections to the beacon 
being lit on the camp on 11th November 2018. They asked for a copy of the risk 
assessment. 

 
7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES  
 There had been no meeting of the governing body of ARW School. 

 Councillor Whiteley had attended a meeting of the Dog Fouling Group.  He reported that 
 complaints had been received about an increase in fouling in the following areas: Sunnycroft, 
 the Green behind Hill Barn, Harold’s Field and Sudbrook. Another Dog Fouling awareness day 
 is due to be held in Portskewett in May. 
 The suggestion of the council using voluntary dog wardens was again discussed.  The clerk 
 was asked to advertise for volunteers on the council website.       Action BY 
 
8. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
 The County Councillor informed the meeting that the new LDP process had commenced.  
 There is a shortage of housing stock in Monmouthshire.  Consultation on the delivery 
 agreement closes on 18th April 2018.  The new LDP will run from 2018 to 2033. 

 The local government minister issued a new green paper on the revision of County Councils 
 on 20th March 2018 for consultation.  There are three options being looked at: 

1. Voluntary mergers. 

2. A phased approach to 2026 to bring authorities together. 

3. A blanket reorganisation across Wales, reducing 22 councils to 10 by 2022.  It is proposed 
that Monmouthshire would merge with Torfaen and Blaenau Gwent. 

 Councillor Fox was asked for an update in respect of St Pierre Caravan Park.  He responded 
 that he has raised the issue with the Deputy Chief Executive of Monmouthshire County 
 Council but no decision has been made yet. 
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 Councillor Fox reported that concerns have been raised with regard to the new road layout 
 resulting from the Mill development in Sudbrook.  They relate to the layout of the new junction, 
 the angle and shape of the road, and whether the road is wide enough.  Lorries have been 
 seen struggling to negotiate the curve and mounting the pavement. 
 The clerk was asked to write to Paul Keeble and Mark Davies to make them aware of the 
 concerns, and also to request replacement signs for low loaders using the railway bridge. 
 
9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Black Rock Lave Net Fishermen’s Association  

 A thank you letter had been received from the association for the grant that they were 
 awarded.  This was duly noted. 

b. Teenage Cancer Trust 
 A thank you letter had been received from the Trust for the grant that they were awarded.  This 
 was duly noted. 

c. St Mary’s Church 
A request had been received from St Mary’s Church, Portskewett for financial assistance with 
maintenance of the churchyard in 2018/19.  The council have assisted with this cost for a 
number of years and £250 had been allocated in the budget for 2018/19. 

It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Griffiths that a grant of £250 
should be forwarded once the new financial year had commenced. This was unanimously 
agreed by the meeting.              Action BY 

d. Children’s Welsh Air Ambulance 
A request had been received from Children’s Welsh Air Ambulance for financial assistance to 
support continuance of their services.  They had supplied information on service provision and 
a copy of their financial statements.   
Following discussion it was agreed that they provide a valuable service and it was proposed 
by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that a donation of £250 be 
awarded.  This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.         Action BY 

e. Cornfield Project - Mower 
A request had been received from the Cornfield Project for financial assistance to obtain a new 
mower.  A completed grant application form and a copy of their financial statements had been 
submitted. 
The members were unanimous in their support for the project; however the clerk had informed 
them that the amount being requested was in excess of the budget remaining for 2017/18.  
Following discussions it was proposed that as a new community fund was expected to become 
available in 2018/19, the request was held over until that funding was received.  The clerk was 
asked to notify the Cornfield Project Chairman of the decision.      Action BY 

f. Home-Start Monmouthshire 
A request had been received from Home-Start Monmouthshire for financial assistance to 
support continuance of their services.  A completed grant application form and a copy of their 
financial statements had been submitted. 

It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that a grant of 
£250 be awarded.             Action BY 

g. Cornfield Project – Fun Run 
 The Chairman of the Cornfield Project had written to ask whether councillors would be 
 available once again to help marshal the Fun Run being held on Sunday 29th April. 

 Councillors Fox, Griffiths, Parker, Fawcitt, Standing, Whiteley and Nurcombe confirmed they 
 were available.  Councillor Hubbard agreed to respond.  
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h. Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document. 
 The Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document was 
 presented to the meeting for authorisation and was duly signed.   

i. Planning application DC/2018/00276 
 This application related to Severn Farm Barn, B4245 Parkwall to Caldicot, Portskewett. 
 The application was for a single storey oak framed rear extension, and had been notified to 
 members prior to the meeting for their consideration. 

 The members agreed that the application should be recommended for approval. Action BY 
 
 Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council  
 00153  23 Hill Barn View, Portskewett Proposed single storey rear mono pitch  
        extension with roof lights.  Internal  
        modifications to create WC and utility. 

 00160  40 Main Road, Portskewett Retrospective application - to front of property 
        to increase height of existing concrete pillar & 
        erect fence on existing wall. Also to add double 
        oak gates and pedestrian gate set back from 
        pavement. 
10. FINANCE 
 a. The pink paper for March was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ consideration.  

 The paper was duly authorised. 

 b.    The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting: 

 Salaries   £1,022.21         S/O 
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions   £   187.51         S/O  
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE   £     92.62 Chq   
  
 They were proposed by Councillor Whiteley and seconded by Councillor Griffiths.                                                

c. Bank Transfer 
As a result of the grants awarded in 9 above a bank transfer from deposit to current account of      
£800 was required to cover the expenditure as the precept would not go into the bank until the 
end of April. 

The transfer was agreed by Councillor Parker and Councillor Griffiths.     Action BY 
 

d. Bank Standing Orders for Payroll Payments 
As a result of payroll increases due from 1st April 2018 new bank standing orders were 
required in respect of payroll payments. 

It was proposed by Councillor Whiteley and seconded by Councillor Hubbard that new 
standing orders should be authorised once the revised figures were confirmed.        Action BY  

 
11. INTERNAL AUDIT 
 The clerk informed members that there is a requirement for a written report from the internal 
 auditor, and that an intermediate audit should also be carried out during the year.  
 Members agreed that the scope of the internal audit contract should be amended to include 
 the above, recognising that there would be a cost implication for the additional work. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Whiteley and seconded by Councillor Parker that Mr P 
 Murphy should be approached to undertake the internal audit, and this was agreed by the 
 meeting.             Action BY 
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12. INDEPENDANT REVIEW PANEL WALES (IRPW) 
 The annual report of the IRPW had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  A 
 briefing paper on the potential impact on the council, of the proposed payments to members, 
 had also been circulated prior to the meeting. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Whiteley that the authorised 
 payments to members should not be adopted by the council.  This was unanimously agreed by 
 the members. 
  
13. CUTTING OF HAROLD’S FIELD AND STOWBALL COMMON  
 Due to variance in the growing season each year, it was agreed that Councillor Parker will 
 notify the clerk when Harold’s Field and Stowball Common need cutting, and she will then 
 arrange for the work to be carried out.      Action GP and BY 
  
14.   WALES AUDIT OFFICE SURVEY  
 The survey from the Wales Audit Office had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.
 It was agreed that the Vice Chairman would complete and submit the survey on behalf of the 
 council.              Action PN 
  
15. SUDBROOK PLAY PARK 
  The clerk informed members that due notice had been served of the intent to contract for the 

provision of new play equipment at Sudbrook Play Park. 

 Councillor Fawcitt confirmed that three quotes had been received for supply and installation of 
the equipment, which were all in the region of £14,000.  As the Community Fund available is 
£10,000 it was agreed that it was not possible to progress this at the current time.  An 
approach had been made to Redrow, the developers of the Sudbrook Mill Site, to contribute to 
the shortfall, but no response had been received. 

 The clerk reminded the members that the funds should not be held on reserves indefinitely. 
 
16. LAND AT SEVERN BRIDGE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
 The council had received notification of a proposed development at Severn Bridge Industrial 

Estate.  Information had been supplied as part of the Pre Application Consultation which had 
been circulated to members prior to the meeting. 

 Members had considered the information and no objections were raised, however concerns 
were expressed with regard to the visual aspect as seen from the main road.  The clerk was 
asked to respond accordingly.                         Action BY  

 
17. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
 Portskewett Walk Leaflets 
 The new Portskewett walk leaflets had been printed and some had been distributed to the 
 Portskewett Inn and the chemist.  The clerk was asked to take some to ARW School and to 
 pass some to each of the councillors for them to distribute.      Action BY 

 Playground Inspection 
 The clerk informed the meeting that the playground inspector needed to undergo training in 
 order to continue to complete the routine (weekly) inspections and the operational 
 (monthly/quarterly) inspections.  Several companies provide the training but ROSPA appear to 
 be the most competitive at a cost of £465 for the 2 day course.   
 
 If Monmouthshire County Council were contracted to carry out the weekly inspections the cost 
 would be £44 per week. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Whiteley that the clerk 
 should arrange the training at the playground inspector’s earliest convenience.     Action BY 
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 Planning Application DC/2017/00700 

 Members had considered the amended application that had been submitted and stood by 
 their original objections.   Additional feedback on the amended application was as follows: 

 The new information presented was still very vague. 

 There was no mention of the types of feed waste being disposed of. 

 There were still areas of significant concern which had not been addressed especially 
with regard to the effect on the local community and local businesses. 

 
18.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
as Tuesday 17th April at Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church, Sudbrook,  the meeting 
was then declared closed at 9.30pm.  


