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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT  

        TUESDAY 18th JUNE 2019 
 

Councillors present: Mr P Nurcombe (Chair) 
Mrs C Carne 
Mr S Essery 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mrs C Hubbard  
Mr I Standing 
 

  
1. PUBLIC MEETING 

Mr and Mrs Cullimore attended the meeting to inform the Council that the annual Spring Ball 
would fall on Saturday 9th May in 2020, which would coincide with the 75th Anniversary of VE 
Day celebrations.  The Council confirmed that they would not be organising a similar event 
and would be happy to support the Spring Ball having a VE Day theme. 
 

2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed. 
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Parker, Councillor Fawcitt, Councillor Whiteley 
and Councillor Fox. 
 

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There were no interests to declare.  

 
5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

It was proposed by Councillor Carne and seconded by Councillor Hubbard and agreed that the 
minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 
 

6. CLERK’S REPORT 
The clerk’s report for June had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.   

The clerk further updated the meeting as follows: 

Best Kept Garden Competition 
Councillor Griffiths had confirmed that the winners of the 2018 competition were available to 
judge the 2019 competition. 

The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report. 
 

7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES  
 a. The Council’s representative on the governing body of ARW School reported that Mrs Spokes 
  had been appointed as acting head. 

b. There was nothing to report from members of any other bodies. 
 
8. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
 The County Councillor was not present at the meeting. 
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9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE  
a. Portskewett and Sudbrook Women’s Institute 

A letter had been received thanking the Community Council for the grant received from the 
Oak Grove Community Fund.  It was duly noted. 

b. Best Kept Village Competition 
The competition has been updated and has become “Be Proud of Your Community – Gwent 
Awards”.  The council had received the revised criteria and are no longer eligible to apply. 

c. Wales and VE Day 
Correspondence had been received inviting the council to take part in celebrations planned to 
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the end of WWII in Europe.  The correspondence was duly 
noted, however members confirmed they would support the Spring Ball organised by the 
church.  

Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council  
 00719  30 Main Road, Portskewett Alterations, extensions, garage and temporary 
         siting of static caravan. 

 Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council 
 No planning applications have been refused this month. 
 
10. FINANCE 
 a. Caretaker Overtime 

Following an automatic Windows update on 23rd May the council computer ceased to operate.  
The clerk notified Chairman and Vice Chairman, who agreed the Caretaker should be asked to 
undertake the required repairs and authorised overtime for him doing so. 

It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Standing that the overtime, 
of 16 hours, should be retrospectively approved by the Council.      Action BY 

 
b. Pink Paper 

The pink paper for June was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 
 consideration and was duly authorised by the Chairman. 

.  The following payments were proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor 
Griffiths and unanimously agreed by members present: 

 Salaries   £1,258.23            
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions   £   213.15          
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE   £   123.35   
 Fun Time Bounce – Hire of equipment for Fun Day   £1,090.65 
 The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal – Event Poppies   £   150.00 
 Mrs B Young – Printer Ink   £     11.50 

 A transfer of £1,000 from the deposit account to the current account was also approved. 

c.    Audit Review for the Year Ended 31st March 2019 
 The report of the Audit Committee had been circulated prior to the meeting for consideration.  

It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Carne that the report be 
accepted and approved. 

 
11. FUN DAY 
  Funtime Bounce had requested that any grass area on which their equipment was to be 
  located should not be cut within 48 hours of the event.  The clerk will contact Monmouthshire 
  County Council with the request. 

  The Council are required to obtain a Block Day Street Trading Licence, the fee being £135,  
  and a Temporary Event Licence, the fee being £21, for the event.  It was proposed by  
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  Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Carne that the clerk be authorised to  
  arrange payment of the fees. This was unanimously agreed by members present.   Action BY 

  Caldicot Musical Theatre Group had confirmed that they would be having a stall at the event, 
  and had asked what P.A. system would be used in order for them to provide their music in the 
  right format.  Councillor Griffiths agreed to let them know.       Action AG 

  Portskewett and Sudbrook Football Club had informed the clerk that they were interested in 
  attending the event.  They will arrange a skittles game. 

  ARW School PTA had enquired as to whether there would be enough space for them to build 
  a Scarecrow Maze using hay bales.  Members agreed that this would be acceptable as long 
  as they could provide the hay bales.           Action BY 
 
12. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
  Pavement on Main Road 
  The meeting was informed that the pavement between Churchyard Corner and Portskewett 
  Garage was in very poor condition.  A resident had recently fallen in this area and broken their 
  hip. 

  Middle Road Leechpool 
  The meeting was informed that visibility for vehicles at the junctions at either end of the middle 
  Leechpool road remains very poor.  It was suggested that the verges need cutting right back to 
  the hedges in order to ensure the safety of the traffic. 
   
13.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
as Tuesday 16th July at Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church, Sudbrook, the meeting 
was then declared closed at 8pm.  


