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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT
TUESDAY 19th JUNE 2018
Councillors present:

1.

Mr A Whiteley (Chair)
Mr P Nurcombe (Vice Chair)
Mrs C Carne
Mr T Fawcitt
Mr A Griffiths
Mrs C Hubbard
Mr I Standing

PUBLIC MEETING
The Chairman of the Cornfield Project asked the council for permission to install an A3 size
sign, giving directions to the Cornfield Project, on an existing, unused signpost located on the
village green. He also asked if a second sign could be installed on a single post, behind the
Recreation Hall sign located at the junction with Manor Way. This was in response to
comments from residents who did not know where the Cornfield Project was located.
Members had no objections to the installation of the signs.
A local resident attended the meeting to raise concerns about the potential effect on usage of
Crick road by vehicles from the new housing development on Sudbrook Mill Site, and the
proposed development on Crick Road. Specific concerns were expressed in respect of an
increase in traffic passing the school, and the effect on residents already living on Crick Road.
The original UDP stated there would be no access to the development via the Crick Road,
however the LDP which superseded it says there will be access for 50-60 houses in the
development from the Crick Road. The transport assessment which was carried out originally
was done before other developments were built in Caldicot, and prior to the development of
the Sudbrook Mill Site, and it therefore does not take account of the additional traffic that these
have already created.
A request was made that when the council receives the planning application for the Crick
Road development, the council pay heed to the comments made and concerns raised
regarding traffic issues.

2.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Councillor Fox, Councillor Essery and Councillor Parker.

4.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests to declare.

5.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Carne and agreed that the
minutes of the Annual meeting and the May meeting were accepted as a true record. The
Chairman duly signed the minutes.

6.

CLERK’S REPORT
The clerk’s report for June had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s
consideration.
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Since the report was published the clerk had received confirmation from Mr Winstanley at
Monmouthshire County Council that the agreement in respect of the Oak Grove Solar Farm
Fund should be ready for the July council meeting.
The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report.
7.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES
There was nothing to report from the Governing Body of ARW School.
Councillor Carne had attended the Caldicot Area Cluster meeting, minutes of which had been
circulated to council members. The main discussions were centred on concerns over the
availability of school places.
Also discussed was the move from Section 106 funding to Community Infrastructure Levy.
Concerns were raised in respect of the potentially short timescale which councils would have
to respond with regard to potential beneficiaries for the funds. A documented proposal is
currently being drafted for consideration.

8.

9.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County Councillor was not present at the meeting.
NEW CORRESPONDENCE
a. Portskewett Heritage Committee
The secretary had contacted the clerk and asked for the Council to nominate a representative
to be on the committee. Councillor Hubbard agreed to attend the next meeting, and the clerk
was asked to respond that any future meetings should be notified to the clerk, who would then
confirm availability with councillors and establish who would attend.
Action BY
b. Patients’ Voice
This is a group of volunteers, mostly from the Magor area, who aim to represent patients of the
Gray Hill Medical Group and work with the GP’s to ensure more efficient service provision.
They asked that a poster advertising the group be displayed in the Council noticeboards as
some residents from the Council area are registered with this medical group and may wish to
join the group.
Council policy with regard to the noticeboards is that nothing from organisations outside the
council area should be displayed, and therefore it was not felt appropriate to display the
poster. The clerk was asked to put a link on the council website.
Action BY
c.

Response from Aneurin Bevan Health Board re Mount Pleasant Practice
The response had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for their consideration and
it was duly noted.

d. Planning Application DM/2018/00903
The planning application had been circulated to members for their consideration prior to the
meeting.
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Hubbard that the
application should be approved. This was unanimously agreed by members present. The
clerk will respond accordingly.
Action BY
e. Planning Application DM/2018/00897
The planning application had been circulated to members for their consideration prior to the
meeting.
It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Carne that the
application should be approved. This was unanimously agreed by members present. The
clerk will respond accordingly.
Action BY
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f.

Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document.
The Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document was
presented to the meeting for authorisation and was duly signed.
Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council
00588
11 Monument Close, Portskewett
Rear two storey extension
00598

Unit 7B, Castlegate Business Park,
Caldicot Road, Portskewett

Change of use - canteen into theatre
(D1)

00903

35 The Close, Portskewett

Demolition of flat roofed single storey
side annexe and construction of two
storey side extension containing garage
at ground floor with bedroom and en
suite at first floor.

10.
FINANCE
a. The pink paper for June was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ consideration.
The clerk had received notification from One Voice Wales on 25th April 2018 that the National
Joint Council for Local Government Services had reached an agreement on new pay scales to
be implemented from 1st April 2018. The clerk’s hourly rate had therefore increased from
£10.44 per hour to £10.676 per hour. The paper was duly authorised.
b.

The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting:
Salaries
Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions
HMRC – NIC and PAYE
Mrs B Young – Norton Anti-Virus Software
One Voice Wales – Training Course Councillor Carne

£1,404.32
£ 202.82
£ 120.35
£ 19.99
£ 20.00

They were proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Carne.
c.

Budget Virement in respect of Caretaker’s Overtime
The budget for Caretaker’s Overtime for 2018/19 was set at £100. Attendance on the two day
Playground Inspection Course had incurred overtime at a cost of £156.60. A budget virement
from the Insurance budget was proposed to cover this amount, as the insurance budget was in
surplus.
It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Griffiths that the
virement should be approved. This was unanimously agreed by members present. Action BY

d. Budget Virement in respect of Repair of Fence at Harold’s Field
The budget for Repairs and Renewals for 2018/19 was set at £100. The repairs authorised on
the fence at Harold’s Field had an attributable cost of £212 plus vat. A budget virement from
the Insurance budget was proposed to cover this amount, as the insurance budget was in
surplus.
It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Griffiths that the
virement should be approved. This was unanimously agreed by members.
Action BY
11.

OAK GROVE SOLAR FARM COMMUNITY FUND
Mr Winstanley from Monmouthshire County Council had informed the clerk of delays within the
legal department. The documented agreement should be available for consideration at the
July meeting. The clerk was asked to agenda it for July.
Action BY

12.

PORTSKEWETT AND SUDBROOK RECREATION HALL
Members reiterated that the council has no responsibility for the day to day running of the
recreation hall. The council has reviewed their assets and are meeting their responsibilities in
respect of those assets. The clerk was asked to respond to the Chairman of the Recreation
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Hall Committee to this effect, and to remind them that if funding was required for a specific
project they are able submit a grant application form to the council.
Action BY
13.

POLICY DOCUMENTS
The following policy documents had been circulated to members prior to the meeting for their
consideration:
 Press/Media Policy
 Freedom of Information Policy
 Risk Assessment
 Standing Orders
It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Carne that the four policies
should be adopted without further revision. This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.
The Data Protection Policy was not yet available as work was ongoing with regard to General
Data Protection Regulations.

14.

BEST KEPT GARDEN COMPETITION
It was agreed that this year’s competition should now be advertised, and that judging for the
competition would take place from 1st to 31st July 2018.
Action BY
It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that Councillor
Griffiths and the Caretaker should judge the gardens in Portskewett Village, and that the
previous year’s winner should judge the gardens in Sudbrook Village.
This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.
Action AG and MW

15.
BONFIRE/FIREWORKS
a. In order to comply with the requirements of the new insurance provider it was necessary to
reconsider the location of the village bonfire event proposed for November 2018.
The preferred venue remained Richard’s Quest, and the clerk was asked to confirm with
Councillor Fox whether he would allow a pit to be dug in his field to facilitate the bonfire.
b. It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Whiteley that Councillor
Parker should be delegated authority to order fireworks within a budget of £800, with some
discretion. This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.
The clerk will notify Councillor Parker of the budget to facilitate placement of the order by
31st August 2018 to obtain the discount offered.
Action BY
16.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Publishing Members Expenses
The clerk informed members that the notice of Published Members Expenses for 2017/18 had
been submitted to the Independent Review Panel for Wales and was required to be published
on the council website and in noticeboards before 30th September 2018.
Monthly Police Report
The clerk had circulated the report prior to the meeting for the councillors’ information.
Trees on Stowball Common
Following the recent work at Stowball Common Mr Bartlett had notified the clerk that there
were a number of trees which required cutting back as they could be considered an
obstruction. As it is not appropriate at the current time of year he suggested a site meeting
with council members in early September to establish what work would be required.
Remembrance Service
The clerk had received a request from the Rector at St Mary’s Church for the remembrance
service to commence at 2.45pm rather than 3pm. Members confirmed they were happy with
the proposal.
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Street Lighting
Councillor Griffiths informed the clerk that the street lighting issues had still not been resolved.
ARW School PTA Scarecrow Trail
The Scarecrow Trail organised by the PTA was well supported by residents. The clerk was
asked to write a letter of thanks to the Chairman of the PTA for organising the event.
Overgrown Hedge
The hedge/verge on the paddock of a property at the lower end of Middle road, Leechpool was
reported to be very overgrown and it was felt to be impairing the use of the road for vehicles.
In order to facilitate the appropriate action being taken in respect of this issue the Chairman
proposed that standing orders be suspended for this item only. This was seconded by the
Vice Chairman and agreed by members.
It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the clerk
should arrange for Mr Taylor to cut the hedge, and a budget was proposed of £100, to be met
from the Unidentified Services Contingency Budget. This was unanimously agreed by
members.
Action BY
The clerk was asked to write to the owner of the property to notify them of the work being
undertaken.
Action BY
Standing Orders were then reinstated.
Overgrown Hedge at The Piggery, Middle Road, Leechpool
The meeting was informed that the hedge at this property was very overgrown. The property
is currently owned by a Newport resident.
Withy Beds
The clerk was notified that the Withy Beds need cutting.
Leechpool Map
The numbering of residences in Leechpool was reported to be confusing for people from
outside the area, e.g. delivery drivers. A suggestion was made that a map showing the
numbers of the residences could be placed in the council noticeboard. The clerk responded
that space was limited in the noticeboard.
Events Board for Village Green
A number of local organisations have been using the temporary fencing on the village green to
erect banners advertising village events. It was suggested that a permanent board replace the
temporary fencing. The clerk was asked to agenda this for the July meeting.
Harold’s Field
Following the recent cut of Harold’s Field the council received a complaint with regard to the
effect on wildlife, in particular slow worms which are a protected species, which was brought to
members’ attention. The complaint was duly noted.
17.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting
as Tuesday 17th July at Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church, the meeting was then
declared closed at 9.00pm.

