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     MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
HELD AT SUDBROOK TRINITY CHURCH 

 TUESDAY 18th JULY 2017 
 

Councillors present: Mr P Nurcombe (Chair) 
Mrs C Carne 
Mr A Griffiths 

 
 

Mr I Standing 
Mr A Whiteley 

  
Public Meeting 
A resident of Southbrook View, Portskewett, asked the council whether it had now been adopted, as 
there had been issues in the past regarding the repair of street lighting due to the road not being 
adopted.  Councillor Fox was able to confirm that Southbrook View was adopted and that there 
should not be any difficulties in the future. 

Other members of the public had attended the meeting to reiterate their concerns with regard to 
planning application DC/2017/00700.  One resident has a family member who works in the 
environment industry, and they had studied the report submitted with the planning application and 
confirmed that it was flawed.  There was no mention of who would be monitoring transport 
movements in and out of the site, the type of waste being processed was not specified, the type of 
emissions from the flues was not mentioned.  They also stated that the prevailing winds in the area 
come in over land, which raises the question of what damage would be done to the land and 
environment in what is predominantly a residential area. 

Councillor Fox stated that an environmental permit would need to be obtained before the company 
could commence processing.  He told the meeting that it was the first time this type of plant has been 
proposed in Monmouthshire and consequently a rigorous examination of the information would be 
carried out. Councillor Fox felt that this process could take a number of months. 

Councillor Fox confirmed that planning officers were unlikely to commence an assessment of the 
planning application until the environmental checks had been carried out.  He stated that 
Monmouthshire County Council’s environmental agency would not take the report submitted by DPS 
Process Solutions at face value, but would want to take independent advice as to whether the 
assessments made were correct. 

Mr David Davies and Mr Nick Ramsay are aware of the application and of the residents’ concerns 
and will be visiting the site for discussions with councillors. 

Harrow Estates, the owners of the Paper Mill site in Sudbrook, and Redrow the developers of the site 
are aware of the planning application, and Redrow have registered their concerns with 
Monmouthshire County Council planners. 

Councillor Fox informed the meeting that an environmental permit can be very specific in terms of the 
permissions granted.  Any changes in the processing would require a new permit to be sought. 

Councillor Fox confirmed that in light of the information which is available there is currently no 
deadline by which responses to the application have to be submitted.  Monmouthshire County 
Council will update the planning website regularly with any new timescales. 

Natural Resources Wales will also be involved as a consultee on the application with specific interest 
in any impact on the environment, especially with regard to water. 
 
 
1. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed.   
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2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Councillor Essery, Councillor Fawcitt, Councillor Parker and 
Councillor Hubbard.       
                        

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There were no interests to declare. 
 

4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Whiteley and seconded by Councillor Carne and agreed that the 
minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record.  

 
5. MATTERS ARISING 

 a. Fun Day 
The village fun day was once again well attended, both by local clubs and organisations
 running stalls, and by local residents who came to enjoy the activities and    
entertainment. 

 
A total of £490.95 was raised on the day for the charity Welsh Hearts, and further 
donations have been promised.  
 

The clerk has forwarded letters of thanks to all those who helped on the day, and to the 
local businesses who generously donated raffle prizes. 
 
Castle Brewery had expressed an interest in attending any future events the council 
might organise, including the village bonfire night.  The councillors did not think it 
appropriate for alcohol to be consumed at an event where there would be fireworks. 
 

 b.       Dog Fouling 
           Councillor Parker confirmed that he has signs available.  He also reminded the council 
           that there are already signs at the Church Hall and by the gate into the field just past  
                     the school on Crick Road. 
 
           Councillor Parker proposed that the signs be located on the 2 street lights that are near  
           the school entrance.  This was seconded by Councillor Fawcitt.                     Action GP 

 
c.       Sudbrook Community Benefit Fund 

Councillor Fawcitt proposed that the funds be used to bring Sudbrook Play Park up to 
date.   Councillor Parker also suggested that some of the funds should be used to clear 
up the gravelled area between the crossing gates. 
 
The ROSPA inspection report has now been received and circulated to all councillors.   
Councillor Fawcitt has contacted Playdale and asked them to provide a quote for 
updating the play equipment.        Action TF 

  
d. Area Between Level Crossing Gates, Sudbrook 

Historically Sudbrook Gardening Club had looked after the gravelled area between the 
level crossing gates in Sudbrook.  As this was no longer the situation, at the last 
meeting it was suggested that the councillors formed a working party to clear the area. 
 
Councillor Parker proposed that he speak to the Sudbrook Play Area committee to 
establish whether they would agree to adopt the area in question, and keep it clear and 
maintained.  This was seconded by Councillor Nurcombe.      Action GP 
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 e. Black Rock Picnic Site 
A local resident informed the meeting that he and his wife regularly patrol the coastal 
path in Portskewett and Sudbrook.  He told the council that they find the area to be very 
clean with regard to litter and dog fouling.  They like to be environmentally friendly, and 
they visit Black Rock picnic site twice a week to remove recyclable rubbish from the 
litter bins.  On average they remove 23 kilos per month, consisting mainly of plastic and 
glass bottles, and cans.  As dog fouling waste is also put into the bins the task of sorting 
through the rubbish is not very pleasant, and so a request was made for a separate dog 
refuse bin. 

 
Due to the issues surrounding the emptying of dog refuse bins it was suggested that it 
may be more beneficial to provide a recycling bin for the glass, plastics and tins to go 
in.  It was agreed that the clerk should contact Monmouthshire County Council to 
establish whether they would provide a recycling bin.    
 
No response had been received.  The clerk will follow up on this matter.      Action BY 

 
 f. Recreation Hall Play Area 

The council had received several complaints regarding the play equipment at the 
Recreation Hall play park.  The two swings for younger children are broken and 
considered to be in a dangerous state of repair.  The council was made aware that the 
Recreation Hall Play Area Committee had disbanded some time ago, and the funds 
which they had remaining were passed to the Recreation Hall Committee. 

 
The clerk had written to the chairman of the Recreation Hall Committee to make them 
aware of the complaints and ask what their intentions are with regard to making repairs 
to the equipment, but no response had been received. Action BY 

 
g. Caldicot Musical Theatre Group 

The council had received a request from Caldicot Musical Theatre Group (CMTG) for 
financial assistance with acquiring new sound and lighting equipment. 

 
 Councillor Fox reminded the meeting that council policy in the past has been to request 

a financial statement from any organisation seeking financial assistance.  And where 
the sum requested was considerable, also a statement of costs. 

  
 Following a request for additional information CMTG supplied a trading profit and loss 
account to 31st March 2016, and updated their request for financial support to purchase 
a lighting desk, which would cost approximately £1,600. 
 
Having considered the information provided the councillors requested clarification with 
regard to miscellaneous expenses and sundry expenses, and also requested a balance 
sheet. 
 
The clerk was asked to obtain this information.        Action BY 

 
h. Cruse Bereavement Care 

The council had received a request from Cruse Bereavement Care asking for financial 
support to facilitate continuation of their services. 
The clerk was asked to obtain a statement of their financial position, and anticipated 
costs, along with an idea of usage of the service by residents from the council area.   
 
The clerk had requested the information however no response had been received.  
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i. Vacancy for a Councillor 
The clerk had clarified the co-option process with the electoral services officer at 
Monmouthshire County Council. 
 
As a written expression of interest had been received, and the individual met the 
requirements necessary to become a councillor, the clerk was asked to write to them 
formally offering them the position.          Action BY 

 
 6. BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 

The clerk had circulated the budget monitoring report covering the 3 months April to June 
2017 prior to the meeting. 
 
There was nothing further that the clerk needed to bring to the councillor’s attention, and the 
councillors had no questions on the report. 
 

  7. PENSION POLICY 
The council’s discretionary pension policy was due for review in June 2017.  The policy 
document had been reviewed by the council’s pension representative in June, and had been 
circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting for their consideration. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Carne and seconded by Councillor Standing that the policy be 
adopted for the next three years, when the next review is required. 

 
  8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES 

The council’s representative had attended a meeting of the ARW School Governing Body and 
had nothing to report. 

 
  9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The County Councillor informed the meeting that the County Council budget is being reviewed.  
He anticipates that £14 million will need to come out of the budget over the next 3 to 4 years. 
 
The consultation on electoral reform has been announced.  The consultation period will end in 
October 2017. 
 
Consultation is also taking place on a proposal for a regional working approach in relation to 
service provision for County Councils.  This will also include a review of the role of community 
councils. 
 
The County Councillor spoke with regard to planning application DC/2017/00700.  He advised 
that the community council needed to formulate a strong response to the application, and 
agreed that a briefing note should go out to the community as the next step. 
It was agreed that Councillor Nurcombe would work with the county councillor to draft a 
document, and that it should go out to residents as soon as possible.  Action PN and PF 

 
It was agreed that due to the quantity of copies required the clerk should arrange for the 
printing to be done by a printing company.       Action BY 

 
After serious discussion the councillors formally confirmed that they did not support the 
application, and agreed that a constructive response should be submitted to Monmouthshire 
County Council.  It was agreed that Councillor Nurcombe would draft a response and circulate 
it to all councillors before submission.        Action PN 
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10. NEW CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Request from Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice for financial support to enable 

continuance of their services 
 Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice had supplied their accounts for 2015/16 in 

support of their request for financial support to continue provision of their services. 
 

During the year ended 31 March 2017 MCCA had seen 48 clients who were residents 
from within the council’s area.  Each client is seen twice on average and each visit has 
an attributable cost of £40. 
 
The council had budgeted for a donation of £1,000 in 2017/18 and it was proposed by 
Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Griffiths that a donation of £1,000 
should be made.  The clerk was asked to respond accordingly.     Action BY
    

b. Planning Applications received from Monmouthshire County Council for 
recommendation: 

 DC/2017/00700 – Unit 4 Symondscliff Way, Severn Bridge Industrial Estate, 
Portskewett – Erection of two flue stacks and the siting of storage containers. 

During the discussions earlier in the meeting it was confirmed unanimously by the 
councillors that the recommendation for this application should be rejection.  The clerk 
will respond accordingly.            Action BY 

 DC/2017/00757 – 23 Arthurs Court, Gray Hill View, Portskewett – Double storey 
extension on front of house. 

The application had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting for their 
consideration and there were no objections raised to this application.  The clerk was 
asked to submit a response recommending approval.       Action BY 

c. Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document. 
The Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document 
was presented to the meeting for authorisation and was duly signed by those present.  
The clerk will arrange for councillors not present at the meeting to sign the document at 
another time.             Action BY 

 
 Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council  

00729  Sudbrook Paper Mill   Discharge of condition 8 of planning  
        permission DC/2015/01184  

00757  23 Arthurs Court, Gray Hill View,  Double storey extension on front of  
Portskewett     house 

 
11.   FINANCE 
 a. The pink paper for June was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 

 consideration.  The chairman duly authorised the paper. 
 
 b. The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting: 

  Mr M Weaver – Caretaker’s Wages       £   360.00                                         
  Mrs B Young – Reimbursement of Expenses   £      8.72 
  HMRC – National Insurance Contributions (July) £    14.62 
           Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church – Donation           £     40.00   
           Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice - Donation                  £1,000.00    
           One Voice Wales – Code of Conduct Course (Carol Carne)          £     40.00                       

   
           They were proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Carne.                           
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   12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Middle Road Leechpool 
It was reported that a tree branch is overhanging the road on Middle Road, Leechpool.  The 
clerk was asked to contact Gareth King at Monmouthshire County Council to request that it be 
cut back, along with the general area of the withy beds.    Action BY 
 
Caldicot School Celebration Fete  
Councillor Nurcombe reported that the Caldicot School Celebration Fete, which had taken 
place on 15th July, had been well attended by around 3,000 people.  It had offered the 
opportunity for a great reunion for all ages who attended.  The school are hoping to establish 
an alumni. 
 
20 Station Road, Portskewett 
Complaints had been received that the hedge belonging to 20 Station Road was overhanging 
the path, and there were also concerns with regard to brushwood on the drive that were 
considered to be a fire hazard.  The clerk was asked to write to the occupier.  Action BY 
 
Monmouthshire County Council Rubbish Bins 
For several weeks the council have been made aware that the green MCC rubbish bins are 
not always emptied in Portskewett and Sudbrook.  The clerk has reported overflowing bins 
several times now.  An MCC operative had informed a councillor that bins in Portskewett and 
Sudbrook are on a Wednesday route, and should be routinely emptied on a Wednesday every 
week.  When the clerk has reported that bins have been missed, MCC have come out and 
emptied them.  The clerk was asked to establish why this has become a recurring problem. 

Action BY 
ROSPA Inspection Reports 
The ROSPA Inspection Reports had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  There 
were no major concerns identified.  Councillor Fawcitt had contacted Playdale to resolve a 
couple of small issues where spare parts were required. 
 
Living Levels Project 
The clerk had received notification from the Living Levels Project that the next application for 
Heritage Lottery Funding was going to be submitted.  They were looking to include letters of 
support from local councils as part of the application. 

It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Carne that the clerk 
should forward a letter from the community council in support of the project.         Action BY
  

 First Aid Awareness 
St John Ambulance representatives had informed the council that during September 2017 they 
would be running free 2 hour First Aid Awareness Courses for anyone who wished to attend. 

One of the courses had been arranged for Monday 11th September at 7pm at ARW School, 
Portskewett.  It was agreed that the clerk should publicise the course on the council website, 
and in the council notice boards.         Action BY 
 

13.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
as Tuesday 19th September at ARW School, Portskewett the meeting was then declared 
closed at 8.40pm.  


