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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT  

        TUESDAY 21st JANUARY 2020 

 
Councillors present: Mr P Nurcombe (Chair) 

Miss L Dymock 
Mr S Essery 
Mr T Fawcitt 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mr G Parker 
Mr I Standing 

  

1. PUBLIC MEETING 
 There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 
2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed. 
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Carne and Councillor Archer.     
    

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There were no interests to declare. 
 

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt and agreed that the 
minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 
 

6. CLERK’S REPORT 
The clerk’s report for January had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.   

The clerk informed members that the Section 6 Biodiversity Report had been published on the 
Council website to meet with reporting requirements. 

The clerk had looked at office supplies and established that the majority of items purchased 
carried one or more of the following certifications: 

 NF Environment Ecolabel 

 FSC Certified 

 EU Eco Label  

 Printer Ink and envelopes are the two items purchased which do not currently carry any 
 certification.  There does not appear to be any alternative for the printer ink, to change to 
 environmentally friendly envelopes would incur an additional cost of £2.74 per 100. 

The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report. 
 

7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES  
 a. The Council’s representative on the governing body of ARW School informed the meeting that 

the new Head teacher, Mrs Swan, took up her position at the beginning of January. 

b. Councillor Essery had not been able to attended the One Voice Wales branch meeting.   
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8. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
 The County Councillor was not present at the meeting.  
 
9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE  

a. Cadw – Sudbrook Chapel and Camp 
 Mr Will Davies from Cadw had written to inform the Council that he was developing a seies of 
 priority projects to address scheduled monuments at risk.  He is looking to work with MCC, 
 the Community Council and any other interested parties to protect The Camp and chapel in 
 Sudbrook.  The clerk had provided a contact name at Redrow, the current owners of the site.   

 It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Parker and agreed that 
 the clerk should respond that the Council were willing to become involved in and support the 
 project.               Action BY 

 Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council 
 No planning applications have been approved by Monmouthshire County Council this month. 

Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council 
 No planning applications have been refused by Monmouthshire County Council this month. 
 
10. FINANCE 
 a. Pink Paper 

The pink paper for January was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 
 consideration and was duly authorised by the Chairman. 

.  The following payments were proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor 
Griffiths and unanimously agreed by members present: 

 Salaries   £1,153.07            
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions   £   213.15          
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE   £     97.15 

 A transfer of £6,500 from the Unity current account to the Unity deposit account was also 
approved.                          Action BY 

b.    Quarterly Report on Bank Reconciliations  
 Councillor Standing informed members that he had carried out the quarterly check on bank 
 reconciliations on 13th January 2020  This covered the third quarter of the financial year 
 2019/20.  Councillor Standing confirmed that all entries were present and correct.   

c. Budget Monitoring Report for the 9 months to 31st December 2019  
The quarterly budget monitoring report for the nine months ended 31st December 2019 was 
circulated to members prior to the meeting for their consideration.   

Members had no questions for the clerk.  The report was duly accepted by the meeting. 

d. Chepstow Tourist Information Centre Grant Application 
 It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Essery that the application 

be approved and the sum of £500 be awarded.  This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.              
                                                 Action BY 

 
e. Greater Gwent Pension Fund Triennial Actuarial Valuation 

The Triennial Actuarial Valuation of the Greater Gwent Pension Fund had been completed, the 
results of which showed that an increase to the level of the Primary Contribution Rate for 
future service was required, for the three year period commencing on 1st April 2020.  For 
Portskewett Community Council this equated to an increase from 21.9% of pensionable pay to 
22.1%, an increase of £19 per annum. 
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It was proposed by Councillor Fawcitt and seconded by Councillor Parker that the council 
agree to the increase. This was agreed by members present.  The clerk was asked to notify 
the Pensions Manager accordingly.                    Action BY 
 

11. WEBSITE ACCESSIBILITY REGULATIONS 
 a. Mr Alex Mc Connachie, from Monmouthshire County Council, was reviewing the council 

website using a package to identify areas where the website did not currently meet 
requirements.  Due to technical problems it had not been possible to complete the review prior 
to the meeting.  Once the results are available they will be forwarded to the council. 

b. This item will be deferred until the results of the review are available, until then it is not 
possible to agree the way forward and establish a plan.          

  
12. SECTION 106 PLAN 
  The clerk had circulated a draft plan for consideration prior to the meeting, based on the 

suggestions received from members. Responses had not yet been received from The 
Cornfield Project and Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall Committee. 

  The clerk was asked to identify the costs of the proposed projects wherever possible and 
update the plan accordingly.   

  The plan will be reconsidered at a future meeting once responses have been received from 
other organisations.           Action BY 

 
13. ARW SCHOOL LICENCE AGREEMENT 
  The Chairman signed the agreement on behalf of the Community council and it was witnessed 

by Councillor Dymock.  The clerk will return the signed document to Mrs Swan for the school 
to complete, and will make the necessary arrangements for payments to be made on a 
monthly basis.             Action BY 

 
14. ANCIENT MONUMENT SIGN SUDBROOK 
   Members agreed that a replacement sign would be the best way forward.  This will be pursued 
   with Cadw under agenda item 9. 
 
15.  NETWORK RAIL LAND SUDBROOK 
   It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that the Council 
   should take up the gardening licence offered by Network Rail in respect of the land between 
   the crossing gates in Sudbrook.  This was agreed by members present. 

   The clerk was asked to provide Network Rail with the Council details required to complete the 
   licence, and agenda the licence for authorisation at the February meeting.      Action BY 
 
16.  ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 

Boundary Fence 
A Councillor had been approached for advice on the permissible height of a boundary fence 
between two properties.  Councillor Dymock will confirm the limit with the planning department. 

Maintenance of St Mary’s Churchyard 
Councillor Griffiths asked whether any further clarification had been received with regard to the 
Council’s ability to financially support churchyard maintenance.  Councillor Dymock is in the 
process of clarifying the situation. 

Grounds Maintenance Harold’s Field 
It was suggested that the chippings were replaced at the entrance to Harold’s Field to make 
the ground surface safe.  Members agreed that the gateway between Harold’s Field and the 
Village Green, and the gateway at the Sudbrook entrance to Harold’s Field were also in need 
of replacement chippings.  The clerk will agenda this for approval at the February meeting. 
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Sewer in Harold’s Field  
The manhole cover is now in place on the sewer so no further problems are anticipated. 

Keep Left Bollard, Caldicot Road 
The keep left bollard on the island at the entrance to Severn Bridge Industrial Estate off 
Caldicot road, had been damaged in December.  The clerk had reported it but it has still not 
been replaced. 

Defibrillators 
It was suggested that as the defibrillators have been in situ for some time now it would be 
appropriate to run further training sessions for residents.  The clerk will contact St John 
Ambulance to establish what can be arranged. 

It was also suggested that a third defibrillator be acquired to be located in the area of the 
Church Hall.  The clerk will establish the cost of a defibrillator and cabinet. 

Fundraiser for the Cornfield Project 
Councillor Dymock informed members that the Cornfield Project would be holding a 
fundraising event on Saturday 25th January at the Castle Inn, Caldicot. 

Monthly Police Report 
The police report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  It was duly noted. 

Caldicot Musical Theatre Group 
The clerk had received a response in respect of the Oak Grove Community Fund Grant 
application.  This will be considered as an agenda item at the February meeting. 
 

17.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
  The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
  as Tuesday 18th February at ARW School, Portskewett. The meeting was then declared 
  closed at 20.10pm.  


