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     MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT 

 TUESDAY 16th JANUARY 2018 
 

Councillors present: Mrs C Hubbard (Chair) 
Mr P Nurcombe (Vice Chair) 
Mrs C Carne 
Mr S Essery 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mr G Parker 

 
 

Mr I Standing 
Mr A Whiteley 

  
1. PUBLIC MEEETING 
 Two representatives from Severnside Together Opposing Pollution (STOP) attended the 
 meeting to give an update to members with regard to planning application DC/2017/00700.   

 A local resident had arranged a residents meeting which STOP representatives had attended 
 along with members of the press.  During the first two weeks of January 30 new objections 
 had been registered on the Monmouthshire County Council planning portal.  It was apparent 
 that despite 2 newsletter drops being made not all residents are aware of the proposed 
 development.  

 Caldicot Metal Decorating Ltd have registered an objection to the proposed development and 
 were reported in the local press as having to consider closure or relocation if the planning 
 application were to be approved, with consequential loss of jobs.  The clients to whom they 
 supply their goods have stringent requirements for a clean working environment in which the 
 goods are produced.  The emissions from the proposed development could impact on that 
 environment. 

 Monmouthshire County Council asked DPS approximately 6 weeks ago to resubmit the air 
 quality assessment report, but nothing has been received yet. 
 
2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed.   
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Fox and Councillor Fawcitt.  
 

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There were no interests to declare. 
 

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Whiteley and seconded by Councillor Griffiths and agreed that 
the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 

 
6. CLERK’S REPORT 

The clerk’s report for January had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.  The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the 
report. 
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7. VILLAGE FUN DAY 
 The village fun day is normally held biannually, and was not due to take place in 2018.  The 
 question was raised as to whether an event should be arranged to celebrate the royal wedding 
 in May 2018. 

 The clerk reminded the members that there were two other events planned for later in the 
 year, the village bonfire event and the beacon lighting to commemorate the end of WW1. 

 It was agreed that the events working group should meet to consider the options.  
 
8. BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 
 The budget monitoring report for the nine months to December 2017 had been circulated prior 
 to the meeting.  There were no issues which the clerk felt required further explanation at the 
 meeting.  The Councillors had no questions for the clerk. 
 
9. STANDING ORDERS 
 Copies of both the existing council standing orders and the proposed updated standing orders 
 had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ consideration. 
 
 The updated standing orders were based on the model standing orders supplied by One Voice 
 Wales, with adaptations where appropriate and necessary, to meet the requirements of 
 Portskewett Community Council. 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor Whiteley and seconded by Councillor Carne that the 
 updated standing orders be adopted by the council with immediate effect. 
 
10. BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 

a.  The clerk had received notification of the categories that could be entered in the 2018 
competition. 

 It was agreed that the two villages should be entered into the all of the applicable categories.  
 The clerk was asked to submit the entry forms when required to do so.   Action BY 

b. There was a discussion around what steps could be taken to encourage community 
participation in the event. It was felt by members that the current arrangements were 
adequate. 

It was suggested that a working group be established to install the planters that had been 
acquired by the council.  The clerk was asked to agenda this for the February meeting 

             Action BY 
 
11. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES 

a. The council’s representative on the governing body of ARW Primary School made the meeting 
aware that they believe the headmistress is currently on secondment to Magor School.  The 
Chairman informed the meeting that the secondment had arisen due to the absence of the 
head teacher at Magor School, and that Mrs Hamer is currently covering both schools, with 
support from other staff, and that it is for a one month period. 

b. Councillor Carne had attended the “Review of Community and Town Council Sector 
Consultation Event” as the council’s representative.  She informed the meeting that attendees 
had been asked to respond to a set of questions regarding the performance of councils. 

 
12. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 The County Councillor was not present at the meeting. 
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13. NEW CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Renewal of grounds maintenance contract with Monmouthshire County Council 2018/19 

 The renewal notice in respect of grounds maintenance contract for 2018/19 had been received 
 from Monmouthshire County Council.  The proposed contract value which included labour, 
 materials and plant costs was £2,841.01 plus vat.  This amounted to a 2.5% increase from the 
 previous year and was within the budget set of £2,900. 

 It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Whiteley that the 
 contract be renewed.  The clerk will notify Monmouthshire County Council accordingly.  
             Action BY 

b. Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document. 
The Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document was 
presented to the meeting for authorisation and was duly signed.   
 

 Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council  
 01250  Redundant Telephone Exchange,  Conversion of existing redundant  
   Sudbrook     telephone exchange into studio  
         apartment and small rear extension. 

 01333  3 Oaklands Park, Portskewett  Erection of timber pitched roof  
         summerhouse 

 01395  The Old Telephone Exchange,   Variation of condition 1 from previous  
   Crick Road, Caldicot   application M/6817 

 01452  Office Block at Sudbrook Paper Mill Removal/variation of condition no.1 of 
         planning consent DC/2015/01184. 
         Alterations to layout and materials. 

 
Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council  

 00651  40a Main Road, Portskewett  Erection of two storey annex 
 
14.   FINANCE 
 a. The pink paper for December was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 

 information.  The chairman duly authorised the paper. 

 b.    The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting: 

 Caretaker’s Wages   £ 312.00 S/O                                         
 Clerk’s Salary and Office Allowance   £ 710.21 S/O 
 Torfaen Pension Fund ER’s and EE’s Contribution    £ 187.51 S/O 
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE   £   92.62 Chq   
 Viking (Envelopes, Stamps and Files)   £   29.90 Chq  
 Monmouthshire County Council (Grounds Maintenance 2017/18) £3,326.06 Chq  

 They were proposed by Councillor Hubbard and seconded by Councillor Whiteley.                           

c. Alternative provider for banking services 
Councillor Fawcitt was not present at the meeting.  The Chairman requested that this item be 
deferred to the next meeting.   Action BY 
 

15. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
It was reported that a flood had occurred in the Cornfield and the Recreation Hall Field as a 
result of burst pipes.  Welsh Water are dealing with the issue and will reinstate the land to its 
former condition. 
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The clerk was asked by Councillor Parker to add the cutting of Harold’s Field and Stowball 
Common to the February agenda.       Action BY 
 
It was reported that a number of potholes had appeared in Middle Road, Leechpool which 
need attention.          Action BY 
 
 
The clerk confirmed that further to previous email correspondence with members, Councillor 
Whiteley would be attending the delegation panel as the Council’s representative, in respect of 
Planning Application DC/2017/01395, on Thursday 25th January. 
 
The clerk informed members that Ben Winstanley from Monmouthshire County Council had 
made contact with regard the community fund that would become available from the Solar 
Generation Project on the Crick Road. MCC were proposing that the fund be made available 
to the Community Council from revenue received, around the anniversary of the project 
commencing i.e. March/April.  It was proposed that the Community Council administer the fund 
allocation, providing an annual report to MCC showing how the fund had been allocated.  The 
clerk was asked to agenda the proposal for consideration at the February council meeting. 
            Action BY 

 16.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
as Tuesday 20th February at Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church, Sudbrook the 
meeting was then declared closed at 8.45pm.  


