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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT
TUESDAY 18th FEBRUARY 2020
Councillors present:

1.

Mr P Nurcombe (Chair)
Mr C Archer
Mrs C Carne
Miss L Dymock
Mr T Fawcitt
Mr A Griffiths
Mr G Parker
Mr I Standing

PUBLIC MEETING
A resident informed the meeting that due to cars parking on the pavement between the mini
roundabout outside the school and the entrance to the Treetops estate, it was very difficult to
walk safely. A resident was threatened by the driver of one car when they approached the
driver, asking them not to park on the pavement. The Council were asked to contact the
school, requesting that they bring the matter to the attention of parents.
The Caretaker informed the meeting that a number of rabbit holes had appeared in Sudbrook
Playpark. He requested that some top soil be purchased to fill the holes in to prevent possible
injury.

2.

SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK
The Attendance Book was duly signed.

3.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from Councillor Essery.

4.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
There were no interests to declare.

5.

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Carne and agreed that the
minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the
minutes.

6.

CLERK’S REPORT
The clerk’s report for February had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s
consideration.
Councillor Dymock confirmed that the permitted height of perimeter fencing was 6 foot to the
rear of a property and 3 foot at the front of a property.
Councillor Dymock informed members that Magor with Undy Community Council supported
the grounds maintenance of the local church, clarification will be sought as to the expenditure
section under which any payments are made. The clerk was asked to agenda churchyard
maintenance for the March meeting.
The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the report.
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7.

REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES
a. The Council’s representative on the governing body of ARW School informed the meeting that
there had been no recent meetings.
b. Councillor Archer had attended the Caldicot Cluster Group meeting. He informed members
that the main item for discussion was the Monmouthshire County Council Budget for 2020/21.
There had also been some discussion around Place Plans, which will be considered under
agenda item 14.
Councillor Nurcombe will be attending the Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation Hall
Committee meeting on Monday 2nd March2020.
Councillor Nurcombe had attended a meeting of the Portskewett Heritage Centre. He
informed members that the opening ceremony would be held on 29th March 2020 at 10am.
There would be a service at St Mary’s Church followed by refreshments in the Church Hall.

8.

DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County Councillor was not able to attend the meeting due to his countywide commitments
dealing with issues caused by the current weather conditions.
Councillor Nurcombe made reference to the 2% cut which had been proposed to the education
budget, he felt that it was a positive step that it was not going to happen at the current time.
Councillor Dymock reported the impact of the current weather conditions on Monmouthshire
County Council. The impact had been very severe across the county and MCC employees
were working around the clock to resolve ongoing issues and minimise the impact on
residents.

9.

NEW CORRESPONDENCE
a. Grounds Maintenance
An enquiry had been received from Grounds and Graves, a company providing grounds
maintenance services to local councils. They were looking to submit a tender for services.
The information was duly noted, the clerk was asked to retain the information until the
grounds maintenance contact is due for renewal and respond accordingly to the company.
Action BY
b. St Mary’s Place, Portskewett
The residents of St Mary’s Place had written to update members that the parking issue was
still ongoing, and the refuse collection was being seriously affected as the refuse vehicle
couldn’t gain access due to the parked vehicles.
The clerk had received a copy of a response on this issue from Monmouthshire County
Council to David Davies MP, which proposed the introduction of prohibition of waiting at any
time (double yellow lines) along the access road. A public consultation will be carried out prior
to progressing the scheme, which has been entered onto the road safety and traffic
management program for consideration/implementation in the next financial year.
The clerk was asked to write to Mrs Sperring, the residents’ representative, confirming that
Monmouthshire County Council’s response had been duly noted.
Action BY
Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council
00045
The Old Forge, The Old Smithy,
Renewal of planning permission
Main Road, Portskewett
expiring on 6.2.20 for erection of a
detached car port and garden store at
the Old Forge (DC/2015/00078)
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01629

Care Home within Land Development
South Of Crick Road, Portskewett

Application for reserved matters
pursuant to DM/2018/00696 relating to
Layout, Scale, Appearance of Buildings,
Means of Access (where not already
approved) and Landscaping for the
construction of a care home and
associated works.

Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council
No planning applications have been refused by Monmouthshire County Council this month.
10.
FINANCE
a. Pink Paper
The pink paper for February was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’
consideration and was duly authorised by the Chairman.
.

The following payments were proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor
Standing and unanimously agreed by members present:
Salaries
Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions
HMRC – NIC and PAYE

£1,153.07
£ 213.15
£ 97.15
Action BY

b. Ground Improvements Harold’s Field
It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that the
ground around the three entrance gateways into Harold’s Field should be improved for safety
reasons by laying chippings, the cost of which would be £36. This was agreed by members
present. The clerk was asked to thank Mr Vittles for carrying out the work.
Action BY
c.

Oak Grove Community Fund Grant Application – Caldicot Musical Theatre Group
The Chairperson of Caldicot Musical Theatre Group had confirmed that the seating they were
looking to acquire was demountable and could be relocated to new premises if required. They
had also confirmed that the group would be able to fund any shortfall between the cost of the
seating and any grants they had received.
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Parker that the grant of
£1,060 be approved. This was agreed by members present.
Action BY

d. One Voice Wales Membership Renewal
The cost of renewing membership of OVW would be £327, an increase of £23. The remaining
subscriptions budget is £289, as both Council subscriptions had increased more than
anticipated in 2019/20.
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Carne that the
membership be renewed.
Action BY
11.
a.

WEBSITE ACCESSIBILITY REGULATIONS
Mr Alex Mc Connachie had forwarded a report to the council assessing the compliance of the
current website. Approximately 20% of the website pages had been assessed and were found
to be in the region of 40% compliant.
Based on this assessment the council were advised that as it is not known whether the current
package can be made 100% compliant, and it would be time consuming to identify all areas of
non-compliance and update them, it would be more beneficial to build a new website that
would be compliant from the outset.

b. It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the council
should procure a new website. This was unanimously agreed.
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Councillor Dymock agreed to make enquiries with Fizzyblox, who set up the website for a
neighbouring council, and will pass on the clerk’s contact details in order that a meeting can be
arranged.
Action BY
The clerk was asked to make enquiries with the company who set up the websites for other
local councils, when grants were made available by the Welsh Assembly.
Action BY
12.
COUNCILLOR VACANCY
a. Confirmation had been received from Monmouthshire County Council that no requests had
been received to fill the vacancy via an election. The Community Council can therefore co-opt
someone to fill the seat.
b. The clerk was asked to place notice of the vacancy in the Council notice boards and on the
website, asking for anyone interested in becoming a Councillor to submit a CV with a letter of
expression of interest. The closing date for submission was agreed as 6th March 2020.
The clerk was asked to agenda this item for the March meeting, to enable applications to be
considered.
Action BY
13.

REMOVAL OF TELEPHONE BOX CAMP ROAD, SUDBROOK
British Telecom had approached Monmouthshire County Council with a proposal to remove a
number of public payphones within the county. MCC are carrying out a consultation with the
respective communities to establish whether the call boxes should be removed.
The public payphone in Camp road, Sudbrook has been proposed for removal. Information
supplied shows that 560 calls were made from that call box within the 12 months ended 14 th
November 2019. This was significantly higher than the number of calls made from other call
boxes proposed for removal.
Members agreed that in comparison to the size of the Sudbrook community the number of
calls made was significant, and that some residents could be relying on the public payphone;
having no alternative.
Given this concern it was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor
Griffiths that the community council should object to the removal of the call box.
The clerk was asked to respond accordingly.
Action BY

14.

PLACE PLAN
Town and Community Councils can develop a Place Plan for their areas, which feeds into the
LDP process. A Place Plan can be used to set rules, give guidance and influence proposed
developments to ensure that any new development is in keeping with the existing locality, and
meets the future needs of that locality in terms of the infrastructure provided. If a Place Plan
exists in an area it cannot be ignored by developers, it has to be taken account of. A Place
Plan can be produced in conjunction with other local councils in the area.
Following discussions at the recent Caldicot Cluster Meeting, Councillor Archer proposed that
Portskewett Community Council should produce a place plan in conjunction with neighbouring
councils. Planning Aid Wales would be able to provide training, advice and support to produce
the Place Plan.
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the council
should pursue the development of a Place Plan. This was agreed by members present.
The clerk was asked to contact neighbouring councils to establish their interest, and to contact
Planning Aid Wales with a view to arranging training.
Action BY

5
15.
DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING AND AQUISITION
a. It was suggested that as three years had passed since the last defibrillator training had been
provided for residents that further training sessions should be provided.
St John Ambulance are willing to provide defibrillator and resuscitation training, the session
would take 2 hours and a maximum of 12 people could attend. As there would be no charge
made members agreed that a donation of £50 should be made.
An enquiry had been made as to the availability of the Church Hall and the cost of hiring it.
It was proposed by Councillor Standing and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that the clerk
should arrange 2 training sessions, to be held in the Church Hall if available. This was agreed
by members present.
Action BY
b. The clerk had made enquiries with regards to purchasing a defibrillator and cabinet and was
awaiting responses.
Action BY
16.

ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Monthly Police Report
The police report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting. It was duly noted.
King Harold’s View
Complaints had been received from residents with regard to drivers using the area adjacent to
Melyn Homes’ residences, to turn their vehicles around when visiting the shop. Concerns had
specifically been raised with regard to the safety of children following one incident.
Withy Beds, Middle Road, Leechpool
Councillor Standing informed the meeting that this area would need to be cut back before the
birds started nesting.
Dog Fouling Awareness
The Cornfield is used by a significant number of dog walkers and it was suggested that council
members could promote dog fouling awareness on a more regular basis. Dates to be
arranged for Saturday mornings.
Dog Refuse Bin, Sudbrook
A request had been received for an additional refuse bin, to be located near the Redrow
housing development in Sudbrook, given the increase in dog fouling in the area.
Damaged Bollard, Caldicot Road, Portskewett
The clerk had followed up the replacement of the damaged bollard, originally reported in
December. Monmouthshire County Council were unsure as to the exact type of bollard and
it’s location so the work had not been carried out. Confirmation had been received that it
would now be replaced.
Land behind Camp Road
The clerk had received an enquiry from a resident seeking to re-lay tarmac at the rear of their
property on Camp Road. As the land does not belong to the Community Council they were
advised to contact Redrow and/or Monmouthshire County Council.
Freedom of Information Request
A request had been made under the Freedom of Information Act for the following information:

Copies of five years financial information

Copies of 12 months minutes
The clerk had responded that the information requested was available on the Community
Council website, and that if hard copies were required a fee of 20p per sheet would be payable
and contact details would be required to forward the papers to.
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Planning Application DM/2019/01629
Monmouthshire County Council contacted the clerk on 24th January 2020 as they had not
received a response to this application, which had been sent out on 10th October 2019, from
the community council. When records were checked it became apparent that the application
had never been received by the council. A response was then requested by MCC by 31 st
January 2020.
The Chairman felt that as there were considerable concerns over access that the application
should be considered at a full council meeting, an extension was therefore requested to allow
the application to be discussed at the January council meeting. No response was received,
despite the clerk following up the request and the deadline passed.
The clerk was later informed that highways issues would not have been considered in respect
of the application as they had already been dealt with under another application, and therefore
the council had not been prejudiced by not having the opportunity to respond.
Concerns were raised with regard to the fact that the application had never been received, and
how the situation could be prevented from occurring again in the future.
Cornfield Project - Section 106
The chairman of the Cornfield Project had submitted a proposal for inclusion in the Section
106 funding plan. They are looking to provide an Eco toilet in the Cornfield at a cost of
£18,000.
Old Shipyard Development, Sudbrook
A street Naming and Numbering Application had been submitted to Monmouthshire County
Council in respect of the development. The proposed road name is “Trinity Close”. Members
had no objections to the name proposed.
17.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting
as Tuesday 17th March at ARW School, Portskewett. The meeting was then declared
closed at 8.50pm.

