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     MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
HELD AT ARW SCHOOL, PORTSKEWETT 

 TUESDAY 12th DECEMBER 2017 
 

Councillors present: Mrs C Hubbard (Chair) 
Mr P Nurcombe (Vice Chair) 
Mr S Essery 
Mr T Fawcitt 
Mr P Fox 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mr G Parker 

 
 

Mr I Standing 
Mr A Whiteley 

  
1. PUBLIC MEEETING 
 There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 
2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed.   
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Carne.  
 

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
There were no interests to declare. 
 

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths and seconded by Councillor Hubbard and agreed that 
the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 

 
6. CLERK’S REPORT 

The clerk’s report for December had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.  The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the 
report. 
 

7. BUDGET FOR 2018/19 FOR APPROVAL 
 The budget for 2018/19 had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 
 consideration. 

 The clerk confirmed that the amendments to the proposed budget, which had been approved 
 at the previous meeting, had been made. 

 The County Councillor expressed concerns with the regard to the increase in the precept.  The 
 clerk reaffirmed the increase was necessary as the precept had not been increased over the 
 last four years, and due to increasing expenditure costs over the same period the council’s 
 funds had been depleted. 

 The clerk also reminded the members that councils are advised to maintain an unallocated
 reserve of between 25% and 75% of their budget, to provide a safeguard against unforeseen 
 expenditure that could be incurred e.g. litigation or audit investigations.  The budget presented 
 provided for a reserve of 20%. 
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 It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that the 
 budget for 2018/19 be approved, and that the clerk should notify Monmouthshire County 
 Council of the £30,000 precept required, when requested.  This was carried by a majority vote.
 The County Councillor abstained.           Action BY 
 
8. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES 

a. The council’s representative on the governing body of ARW Primary School had attended a 
meeting, and informed the council that there was nothing to report. 

b. The council’s representative at the “Review of Community and Town Council Sector 
Consultation Event” was not in attendance at the meeting. 

 
9. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 Monmouthshire County Council’s Budget for 2018/19 
 The County Councillor informed the meeting that Monmouthshire County Council’s Budget for 
 2018/19 is currently out for consultation. 

 St Pierre Caravan Park 
 The County Councillor had been contacted by Mr Hand at Monmouthshire County Council, 
 who was seeking to establish what action Portskewett Community Council would like to take 
 with regard to St Pierre Caravan Park. The County Councillor responded that it was for  
 Monmouthshire County Council to identify whether a breach of planning consent had occurred, 
 and if necessary take the appropriate action.  The County Councillor had reinforced that fact 
 that Portskewett Community Council do not wish to take any action that would be detrimental 
 to residents. 

 Solar Generation Project – Crick 
 When this item was raised Councillor Parker declared an interest and duly completed and 
 signed a “Declaration of Interest”. 

 The County Councillor had discussed the allocation of the solar farm community fund with Mr 
 Ben Winstanley at Monmouthshire County Council.  The fund would be £5,000 p.a. for 20 
 years.  

 The proposal was for the fund to be passed to Portskewett Community Council annually for 
 the duration, and for the council to administer the allocation of the fund to community projects 
 within the areas of Portskewett, Sudbrook and Leechpool.  It was advised that funding should 
 be allocated on a non-recurring basis. 

 The council members confirmed that they would be willing to accept the proposal. 

 Wellbeing Plan 
 The County Councillor reported that an assessment of people’s views had been carried out to 
 identify which issues are important to the population with regard to the future.  The outcome of 
 the assessment has been drawn up as a wellbeing plan, which is currently out for consultation. 

 Crick Road Development 
 The Chairman asked the County Councillor for an update in respect of the Crick Road site.  
 The County Councillor informed the meeting that an agreement with Melin Homes is being 
 pursued.  He reiterated the cabinet decisions from early December, which had been circulated 
 to councillors prior to the meeting. 

 Recycling 
 Councillor Standing asked for clarification on the recent recycling proposals.  The County 
 Councillor explained that new lorries would be employed for refuse collection, which would 
 have three separate compartments in them to separate the waste. 
 Residents will be provided with a box to store glass for recycling in, which would be collected 
 fortnightly. 
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10. NEW CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Section 137 expenditure limits for 2018/19 

Correspondence had been received from the Welsh Government informing councils of   
Section 137 expenditure limits for 2018/19.  This had been circulated to the members prior to 
the meeting, and was duly noted. 

b. Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document. 
The Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document was 
presented to the meeting for authorisation and was duly signed.   
 

 Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council  
 01252  Units 9 and 15 Symondscliff Way,  Removal of 2 warehouse doors and 
   Severn Bridge Industrial Estate,  concertina door, bricking these up 
   Portskewett     and over cladding to match existing. 
         Installation of new sectional loading 
         door and 5 new windows to serve 
         extended internal office   
         accommodation. 

 
Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council  
No applications had been refused. 
 

11.   FINANCE 
 a. The pink paper for November was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 

 information.  The chairman duly authorised the paper. 

 b.    A request had been received from Portskewett and Sudbrook Good Companions Club for 
 financial assistance towards their Christmas event. 

  It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Nurcombe that a donation of 
 £100 should be forwarded to them.  This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.  Action BY 

c. The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting: 

 Caretaker’s Wages £ 312.00 S/O                                         
 Clerk’s Salary and Office Allowance £ 710.21 S/O 
 Torfaen Pension Fund ER’s and EE’s Contribution  £ 187.51 S/O 
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE £   92.62 Chq   
 Portskewett Good Companions (Donation) £ 100.00 Chq 
 Viking (Printer ink and paper) £   72.96 Chq  

 They were proposed by Councillor Whiteley and seconded by Councillor Griffiths.                           

d. Information had been received from Unity Trust Bank and Barclays Bank in respect of the 
banking services which they were able to provide.  It was agreed that Councillor Fawcitt 
should revisit the Unity Trust information and report back to the next council meeting.Action TF 

  
12. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 

a. A letter of thanks had been received from the ARW school hockey team, for the donation 
 made to the school to acquire new kit. 

 
b. A request for financial assistance had been received from Llangollen International Musical 

 Eisteddfod.  This was duly noted. 
 

c. A request for financial assistance had been received from the Urdd National Eisteddfod, which 
 is due to be hosted by Brecknock and Radnor in 2018.  This was duly noted. 
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d. A letter of thanks had been received from Welsh Hearts for the donation passed on to them of 
£690.95, which had primarily been raised at the community fun day in 2017. 
 

e. The monthly police report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  There were 
no areas of concern. 
 

f. The County Councillor was asked about the proposed closure of the dementia ward in 
Chepstow hospital, with regard to whether the community council should be making 
representation on the proposal.  The County Councillor informed the members that 
consultation on the future of these services is currently being carried out.  The clerk confirmed 
that information on the consultation had been circulated to members, including details of the 
consultation events that were being held. 
 

g. The clerk informed the meeting that the contract renewal in respect of grounds maintenance 
for 2018/19 had been received from Monmouthshire County Council. It had not arrived in time 
to be included on the agenda for the meeting, and an extension to the deadline for response 
had been granted by Monmouthshire County Council in order that it could be considered at the 
January meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

h. Correspondence had been received from a parent/carer in respect of the curtailment of service 
users’ transport by Monmouthshire County Council to/from Mencap Day Services Chepstow.  
The County Councillor agreed to establish the facts and circulate the information to the 
members. 
 

 13.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
as Tuesday 16th January at ARW School, Portskewett, the meeting was then declared 
closed at 8.30pm.  


