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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PORTSKEWETT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
HELD AT SUDBROOK TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, SUDBROOK 

TUESDAY 17th APRIL 2018  
 

Councillors present: Mrs C Hubbard (Chair) 
Mr P Nurcombe (Vice Chair) 
Mrs C Carne 
Mr S Essery 
Mr T Fawcitt 
Mr P Fox 
Mr A Griffiths 
Mr G Parker 

 
 

Mr A Whiteley 

1. PUBLIC MEEETING 
 A representative from Severnside Together Opposing Pollution attended the meeting to give 
 members an update on the current position in respect of the proposed development at Unit 4 
 Symondscliffe Way, Severn Bridge industrial estate. 
 
2. SIGN THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 
 The Attendance Book was duly signed.   
 
3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies had been received from Councillor Standing.  
 

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Councillor Parker declared an interest in item 11 on the agenda as the proposed development 
would be located on his land. 
 

5. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
It was proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt and agreed that 
the minutes of the last meeting were accepted as a true record. The Chairman duly signed the 
minutes. 

 
6. CLERK’S REPORT 

The clerk’s report for April had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
consideration.  The report was accepted by the meeting and the Chairman duly signed the 
report. 
 

7. REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON ARW SCHOOL AND OTHER BODIES  
 There had not been a meeting of the governing body so there was nothing to report. 
 
8. DISCUSSION WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
 The County Councillor had nothing to report as the STOP representative had already given an 
 update with regard to planning application DC/2017/00700. 
 
9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE  

a. Society of Local Council Clerks Membership  
 The cost of renewing the membership for 2018/19 would be £128.   
 It was proposed by Councillor Parker and seconded by Councillor Fawcitt that the membership 
 should be renewed.  This was unanimously agreed by the meeting.      Action BY 
 



 

 
2 

b. One Voice Wales Representative for 2018/19 
 One Voice Wales had written seeking confirmation of the council’s representative for 2018/19. 
 Councillor Essery confirmed that he was willing to continue with the role, the clerk will notify 
 One Voice Wales accordingly.         Action BY 

c. Correspondence from the Chairman of the Trustees of Portskewett and Sudbrook Recreation 
 Hall 

 The clerk had circulated the correspondence prior to the meeting for the councillor’s 
 consideration.  The clerk was asked to respond that the letter had been noted and would be 
 added to the agenda for discussion at a future meeting.    Action BY 

d. Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document. 
 The Retrospective Confirmation of Planning Application Recommendations document was 
 presented to the meeting for authorisation and was duly signed.   

 Planning Applications Approved by Monmouthshire County Council  
 00041  Orchard Barn, Elm Tree Farm, Ifton Construction of outdoor swimming pool, 
   Hill, Portskewett    associated outbuilding and associated 
         external works. 
 00276  Severn Farm Barn, B4245 Parkwall Single storey oak framed rear  
   to Caldicot, Portskewett   extension. 

 Planning Applications Refused by Monmouthshire County Council 
 00700  Unit 4 Symondscliffe Way, Severn Amended Application.  Erection of 2 flue 
   Bridge Industrial Estate, Portskewett stacks and the siting of storage  
   NP26 5PW     containers 
 
10. FINANCE 
 a. The pink paper for April was circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ consideration.  

 The paper was duly authorised. 

 b.    The clerk presented the following payments for authorisation at the meeting: 

 Salaries   £1,060.65         Chq   
 Torfaen CBC – Pension contributions   £   194.08         Chq 
 HMRC – NIC and PAYE   £     77.13 Chq   
 Sudbrook Trinity Presbyterian Church – Hire of Hall   £     20.00         Chq  
 Viking – Printer Ink & Stamps   £     69.56         Chq 
 Society of Local Council Clerks – Membership 2018/19   £   128.00         Chq 
 
 They were proposed by Councillor Nurcombe and seconded by Councillor Griffiths.                                                                        

c. Budget Monitoring Report for the 12 months ended 31st March 2018 
 The budget monitoring report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  There were no issues 
 which the clerk felt required further explanation at the  meeting.  The Councillors had no 
 questions for the clerk. 

d. Unaudited Accounts for 2017/18 
 The unaudited accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting for the councillors’ 
 consideration.  There were no issues which required bringing to the members’ attention.  The 
 clerk informed members that the internal audit had been arranged and that the annual 
 governance statement would need to be completed at the next meeting, when the annual 
 return was approved, it could no longer be delegated to the Chairman to complete on behalf of 
 the members.   
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11. PROPOSED 20MW PEAKING GAS DEVELOPMENT AT SOUTHBROOK FARM, 
 SUDBROOK 
 Councillor Parker was not party to this item on the agenda having declared an interest at the 
 commencement of the meeting. 

 The pre-application consultation information had been circulated to members prior to the 
 meeting and having given it their consideration there were no objections.  The clerk was asked 
 to respond accordingly.            Action BY 

 Councillor Parker re-joined the meeting. 
 
12. OAK GROVE SOLAR FARM COMMUNITY FUND 
 The clerk had tried to contact Mr Winstanley at Monmouthshire County Council to arrange a 
 meeting to discuss the proposed arrangements but had received no response.  The County 
 Councillor confirmed that he would follow up on this matter.    Action PF 

 This item was deferred to the next meeting. 
 
13. ITEMS OF LOCAL CONCERN (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
 Dog Fouling 
 Councillor Whiteley reminded members that a dog fouling awareness day was being held in 
 Portskewett on 17th May and asked for volunteers to attend. 

 Fence Harold’s Field 
 Members were informed that the fence near the kissing gate entrance to Harold’s Field needs 
 replacing.  The clerk was asked to agenda this for the next meeting.   Action BY 

 Street Lights 
 Councillor Griffiths informed the meeting that the street lights he had reported had not been 
 repaired yet.  The clerk responded that Highways had been informed and had confirmed that 
 the work would be undertaken within the next couple of weeks. 

 Appointment of Chairman 
 Due to his other commitments Councillor Nurcombe requested that he not be considered for 
 the Chairman’s position in May.  He confirmed that he would be willing to remain as Vice 
 Chairman if required. 

 St Mary’s Church 
 Members noted the letter of thanks received from St Mary’s church for the financial support 
 given towards maintenance of the churchyard. 

 ARW School PTA 
 The school PTA are seeking to organise a scarecrow trail from 19th May to 3rd June to raise 
 funds for the school.  They are hoping to make it an annual event and had enquired as to 
 whether they needed permission to hold such an event.  Members agreed that as the 
 scarecrows would be located in private gardens no permission would be required.  The theme 
 for scarecrows in 2018 would be characters from children’s books.  Members agreed to 
 advertise the event on the council website.       Action BY 

 Monthly Police Report  
 The police report had been circulated to members prior to the meeting.  There had been a 
 report of camping at the Recreation Hall and a member asked the clerk to check whether there 
 was any reference to camping in either the Recreation Hall lease or the lease for Harold’s 
 Field.            Action BY 

 Knitted Poppies for the Cenotaph 
 A member informed the meeting of an activity in another community, where poppies were 
 knitted by members of the community and placed on the cenotaph on remembrance Sunday.  
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 It was suggested that the idea be adopted in Portskewett.  The clerk was asked to agenda this 
 for discussion at the next meeting.       Action BY 

 Appointments at Mount Pleasant Practice 
 Members had been approached by residents raising concerns over the difficulty in obtaining 
 an appointment at the Mount Pleasant Surgery in Portskewett, and the length of time they 
 had to wait.  Members were told under the current system you could not book an  appointment 
 in advance but have to telephone at 8am on the day to get an appointment.  Residents had 
 called for up to 2 hours before they were able to get through, only to find that the appointments 
 were then fully booked and they were told to try again at 8am the next day.  The clerk was 
 asked to pass the concerns on to the local health board.    Action BY 
 
14.    DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and gave the date and time of the next meeting 
as Tuesday 15th May at ARW School, Portskewett,  the meeting was then declared closed 
at 8.20pm.  


